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United States Market for British Goods (Page 656) 


The American market for United Kingdom manu- 
factures has long been restricted to high grade goods, 
the demand for which arises from their exclusiveness, 
novelty, quality, style, or other special attraction. 
In spite of this and, writes the Commercial Coun- 
sellor to H.M. Embassy at Washington, in spite of 
a multitude of trade barriers, the United States is 
still the greatest foreign market for British goods. 
By judicious advertising, backed up by personal 
solicitation, a yet wider field could be developed. 


British Trade Mission to Egypt (Page 659) 


From the Report of the ‘‘ Balfour ’’ Mission tc 
Iigvpt we have gleaned a brief account of the work 
undertaken by the Mission before setting out and 
during their enquiries in the country. We reproduce 
their summary of recommendations and conclusions 
for the improvement of United Kingdom trade with 
Egypt. 


Empire Cotton Growing (Page 660) 

The Annual Report of the Administrative Council 
of the Empire Cotton Growing Corporation describes 
all the principal activities of that body, and the pro- 
egress made and difficulties encountered during last 
season. 


Foreign Wholesale Prices in March Quarter 

(Page 662) 

Index numbers show declines from the previous 
quarter, ranging from 6 per cent. in the United 
States to 2°83 per cent. in France. Except in the 
former country there was some evidence of a check to 
the downward movement during March, due, in the 
main, to a dearer tendency in vegetable foodstuffs. 


Trade of British India (Page 669) 

For the fiscal year ended with March there was a 
favourable balance of trade in merchandise and 
treasure amounting to Rs. 37,55 lakhs, as compared 
with one of Rs. 52,78 lakhs in the previous twelve 
months. During the month of March the United 
Kingdom supplied 35 per cent. of India’s total 
imports and took 20 per cent. of the exports. For 
March, 1930, the percentages were 44 and 14 
respectively. 


Trade of Cyprus in March (Page 671) 

While imports for March show a decline as com- 
pared with the average for the past five years and 
the total for March, 1930, there is an increase as 
against the total for February. The figures for ex- 
port are more satisfactory, revealing advances in all 
three cases. 


Hungarian Trade in 1930 (Page 673) 
Last year was the first post-war year to close with 
a favourable trade balance. This change has not 
occurred suddenly, the unfavourable trade balance 
having tended to become smaller each successive 
year. ‘The total volume of trade has increased 


steadily, with exports growing over imports. 


Brazilian Duties on Wool and Woollens (Page 677) 
A full translation is given of the revised Wool 
section of the Brazilian Customs Tariff. Com- 
parison of the new duties, which are to come into 
force in July, is afforded with the present rates. 


Proposed Austrian Tariff Revision (Page 679) 
it is reported that the proposals originally before 
the Austrian Parliament have been extended and that 
a revised Tariff Amendment Bill will shortly be 
submitted. 





a. 


Special Articles 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK 


Following the decline in general business activity jn 
the United States, the output of the factories anq 
mines of the country had dropped at the end of 1930. 
according to the reports of the Federal Reserve Board, 
to the lowest levels touched for eight years and was 
only about two-thirds as large as in the mid-summe; 
of 1929, when the highest points of the boom had beep 
reached. Throughout the year wholesale prices main. 
tained a steady downward trend not fully reflected in 
retail prices, the movement of materials and finished 
products into consumers’ hands was retarded, unsold 
stocks and some of the principal agricultural crops and 
industrial raw materials accumulated, and there was 
some accumulation also, though with important excep. 
tions in motor vehicles and cotton goods, in unsold 
inventories of factory products. 

Because of the world-wide character of the depres. 
sion and the reduced purchasing power of foreign 
nations, the export trade, so triumphantly prosperous 
during the boom period, writes the *Commercia! 
Counsellor to H.M. Embassy at Washington, failed to 
bring much relief to American congestion in a year o! 
domestic inactivity. Optimistic forecasts were s 
often falsified that they tended in the latter part of 
the year to give place to an exaggerated gloom. It is 
being discovered, however, that the records of 193) 
do not measure too unfavourably with those of 1928 
and earlier years of more moderate returns and there 
is a tendency to look for the bright spots on a clouded 
horizon. 

Some improvement in general conditions observable 
since the beginning of 1931 is serving at the present 
moment to restore a spirit of confidence in the public 
mind. There has been no tangible evidence as yet 
that a general forward movement in business is i 
progress, and no sudden upturn is expected in any 
quarter, but a more hopeful feeling is evident regard- 
ing the outlook for the current year. The worst winter 
months had passed without such severe suffering as 
had been anticipated, and for both production and dis. 
tribution the prospect is one of reasonable, even if not 
of great promise. 


CrepDIt EXPANSION AND INSTALMENT SALES 


Among the factors held responsible for the preseni 
depression in the country the remarkable expansion 0} 
credit that preceded is perhaps the most important. 
Between 1921 and 1929 the country’s stock of gold 
increased by nearly 1,000 million dollars. At an early 
stage of the influx the Federal Reserve authorities 
attempted to forestall its inflationary effects by diverting 
a large proportion of it into general currency circulation 
in the form of gold certificates, and it is estimated that 
700 millions of the imported gold was so disposed ol, 
leaving less than 300 millions to be added to the Federal 
Reserve Banks’ gold reserves. Doubts have, never: 
theless, been raised as to the extent to which the desired 
effect was actually produced by this expedient, sincé 
the Reserve Banks appear to have used the imported 
gold to purchase the gold certificates which were placed 
in circulation in place of a like amount of Federa! 
Reserve notes, the latter, when retired, being credited 
to the reserve accounts of the banks and enabling the 
banks to expand their credit in the same manner as if 
the gold had been deposited in the reserves. Regard- 
ing the enlargement of credit that actually took place. 
official reports show, for example, that the loans and 
investments of all banks in the United States increase 
between 1922 and 1929 by an annual average in excess 


* «Economic Conditions in the United States of America.” 
Joint Report by the Commercial] Counsellor and the Commercial 
Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Washington. Published for the 
Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. Stationery Office, pr 
3s. net, 3s. 2d. post free. 








May 


—aa—_ 


of 2,600 | 
exceeded 
million d 
millions | 
banks of 
than 12, 
than they 
The ins 
some of j 
prosper it; 
danger ui 
in hard ti 
to both ps 
jevelopec 
vehicles, 
etc., ther 
effects ot 
there can 
the activ 
other haz 
instalmet 
set in act 
f goods. 
however, 
the past» 
whole in 
number < 
of new ll 
reduction 
This is 
in Which 
the est ab 
finance C 
the man 
ior such 
may nee 


This pla 


the shou 
1920 wit 
per Ct iit. 
from sale 
were [ror 
operating 
them sin 
than 1,2 
them, an 
substanti 

Estims 


instalme 
safe to s 
ceeded 6 
cent. of 
6,000 mi 
three-fou 
It playec 
ing price 
cessiul c¢ 
many inc 
not, one 
approach 
come of 
subsisten 
been tak 
to marke 
a fillip 

depressia 
and confi 


Securt 
credit st 
for const 
extent fc 
ties or fo 
habit of 
finished | 
the last ; 
borrowin 
While th 
the stab 
effort to 
security 


» 193] 


ICA 


“LOOK 


ti vity in 
rieS and 
of 1930. 
> Board. 
and wag 
SuMmMer 
ad been 
*S Main. 
ected in 
finished 
, unsold 
Ops and 
ere was 
b excep. 

unsold 


depres- 
foreign 
sperous 
mercial 
niled to 
year 0! 
ere 0 
part of 
. Itis 
yf 1930 
»f 1928 
1 there 


‘louded 


rvable 
present 
public 
as vet 
; ig In 
in any 
‘egard- 
winter 
Ing as 
1d. dis- 


if not 


reseni 
10n of 
rtant. 
gold 
early 
rities 
erting 
lation 
| that 
id of, 
deral 
Level: 
sired 
since 
orted 
laced 
deral 
dited 
x the 
as if 
oard- 
lace, 
and 
ased 
xcess 


— 
rica.” 
ercial 
r the 
price 


May 21, 1931 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 657 





SPECIAL ARTICLES—Continued 


»¢ 2,600 million dollars, and that in June, 1929, they 
exceeded 58,000 million dollars, being over 18,000 
million dollars higher than in June, 1921, and 10,000 
nillions higher than in June, 1925. Deposits in the 
banks of the Federal Reserve System alone were more 
‘han 12,000 million dollars greater in September, 1929, 
than they were eight years earlier. 

The instalment buying system has been regarded by 
sme of its apologists as the greatest part of American 
prosperity in recent years and by its critics as a 
jangerous device likely to complicate a bad situation 
in hard times. Statistical evidence gives some support 
9 both points of view. In a number of the most newly 
developed industries, such as those producing motor 
yehicles, household electric appliances, radio supplies, 
otc., there are many indications showing the enlivening 
effects of the system during the prosperous years, and 
‘here can be no doubt that it gave great momentum to 
the activity of these and other industries. On the 
other hand, it is equally clear that a large amount of 
instalment indebtedness outstanding when depression 
set in acted as an additional check on sales of all classes 
f goods. ‘The interesting fact here to be recorded, 
however, is that liquidation of such indebtedness during 
the past year or eighteen months has proceeded on the 
whole in a very orderly manner, without any alarming 
number of personal bankruptcies, while the reduction 
of new instalment sales has been no greater than the 
reduction in general business activity. 

This is probably due, in great part, to the manner 
in which instalment sales have been financed, viz., by 
the establishment of a large group of capably managed 
fnance companies that purchase the credit paper from 
the manufacturers and dealers and use it as collateral 
fr such credit from banks and other sources as they 
may need themselves for carrying on the business. 
This plan of taking the burden of instalment sales off 
the shoulders of the manufacturers originated about 
1920 with the motor vehicle industry, and about 60 
per cent. of the indebtedness outstanding still results 
from sales of motor cars and trucks. By 1925 there 
were from 1,000 to 1,500 instalment finance companies 
operating in the country; with consolidation among 
them since, their total number to-day is probably less 
than 1,200, but no failures have been recorded among 
them, and the amount of contracts they handle is still 
substantial, even during the depression. 

Estimates of the dimensions already attained by the 
instalment business vary within a wide margin. It is 
safe to say that, at its highest point, it scarcely ex- 
ceeded 6,000 million dollars in a year, or about 10 per 
cent. of the total retail sales of the country. This 
6,000 million dollars of instalment sales, or at least 
three-fourths of it, certainly represented debt inflation. 
It played, as already stated, a notable part in sustain- 
ing prices of all classes of goods and enabling the suc- 
cessiul development of mass production technique in 
many industries. The instalment selling system could 
not, one must suppose, have been applied on anything 
approaching that scale in any country where the in- 
come of the average citizen was not well above the 
subsistence point, but the first steps have nevertheless 
been taken and foundations well laid for its extension 
to markets in Latin America and elsewhere to serve as 
a fillip to United States foreign trade when world 
depression gives way in those regions to greater activity 
and confidence. 


Security Inflation.—But while the expanded bank 
credit stimulated in this and other ways the demand 
for consumers’ goods, it was not used to any notable 
extent for the purpose of carrying stocks of commodi- 
es or for speculating in the commodity markets. The 
habit of ‘‘ hand-to-mouth ’’ buying of materials and 
inished products which has become so general here in 
the last several years did not promote such speculative 
borrowing but tended instead to develop cash sales, 
while the banks themselves, with a desire to preserve 
the stability of the commodity price level, made no 
fort to enlarge the accommodation granted on the 
security of commodities in warehouse or in transit, 
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their practice in this respect contrasting sharply with 
that followed in the period immediately preceding the 
collapse of 1920. Therefore only a small proportion of 
the expanded bank credit went into commercial loans, 
by far the greater part of it being employed, particu- 
larly in the last few years of the boom period, for loans 
against securities and real estate. 


BusINESS PROFITS AND I AILURES 


It seems evident that large drafts must have been 
made during last year on accumulated earnings and 
that the current year will witness heavy reductions of 
disbursements on account of interest and dividends 
based on the net profit of 1930 operations. However, 
although business profits showed a general falling 
off of something like 32 per cent. under the weight of 
the 1930 depression, there was considerable variety in 
the experiences of individual firms and groups of firms. 
The worst losses fell on mining and metal companies, 
automobile manufacturers, tyre makers, automobile 
accessory manufacturers, steel companies, petroleum 
producers and clothing manufacturers. Railroad com- 
panies also were heavy losers, suffering a decline of 
30 per cent. in their net operating income; but even 
in those groups several individual concerns made net 
gains, and a few other groups, including motion picture 
concerns, food producers and public utilities, made a 
relatively good showing. Analysing the statements of 
602 American and Canadian companies, the ‘* Business 
Week ’’ finds that 108 of them, or 18 per cent., showed 
better earnings in 1930 than in the boom year 1929. 

Business mortality in a country of such dynamic 
enterprise, where new ventures are frequently em- 
barked upon in a somewhat too optimistic spirit, is apt 
to be large, and it was to be expected that the count of 
failures last year should be above the average. [ixclu- 
sive of the bank suspensions and closings mentioned in 
an earlier paragraph, commercial insolvencies in 1930, 
as reported to R. G. Dun and Company, numbered 
26,355, as compared with 22,109 in the preceding 
twelve months, the total liabilities in 1930 being 668 
million dollars as against 443 million dollars in 1929. 
This rise of over 38 per cent. in total indebtedness was 
the most disturbing feature in the situation, and was 
accounted for by an unusual number of insolvencies of 
large firms, but was offset to some extent by a relatively 
large percentage of assets reported by the bankrupt 
concerns. 


THe DEcLINE IN ForeIGn TRADE 


World-wide economic dislocations, with consequent 
unemployment, reduction of purchasing power and 
rapidly falling prices, depressed United States external 
commerce in 1930 in common with that of every other 
nation. Merchandise imports and exports were both 
heavily curtailed, aggregate import values being the 
lowest recorded since 1921 and export values the lowest 
since 1922. The comparative values during the last few 
vears have been :— 














} 7 ~ | mr 
Year Imports | Exports Poa - rote! 
| {xports rade 
Million dollars 
1927 ee _ 4,184-7 4,.865-°3 | 680-6 | 9,050-0 
1928 ... iad 4,091-4 5,128°3 1,036-9 | 9,219-7 
1929 ... eee 4.399°-3 5,240-9 841-6 9,640-2 
oo a ee 3,060°9 3,843-4 782-5 6,904-3 














Steep declines in the prices of the principal raw 
materials and foodstuffs brought into the United States 
irom abroad accounted in large measure for the reduc- 
tion in the total dollar value of imports, but industrial 
depression in the United States occasioned also a 
marked shrinkage in the actual volume imported of a 
number of commodities that figure prominently on the 
list. Imports of sugar, for example, declined more than 
38 per cent. in value and more than 29 per cent. in 
quantity from the previous year; wool imports fell 
57 per cent. in value and nearly 42 per cent. in volume; 
silk imports 38 per cent. in value and 15 per cent. in 
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amount; copper 31 per cent. in value and 16 per cent. 
in amount. Coffee imports showed an increase of 8 per 
cent. in quantity, but a drop in value of over 30 per 
cent. Imports of raw rubber were also larger by nearly 
16 per cent., but the total value was 41 per cent. less 
than that of the 1929 takings. 

Important quantity declines on the export side in- 
cluded 24 per cent. in copper, 20 per cent. in lard and 
fats, over 13 per cent. in raw cotton, over 3 per cent. 
in petroleum products, and nearly 3 per cent. in wheat. 

Valuation of every group of imports and exports was 
less than that of the previous year by a heavy percent- 
age, the average reduction in import values being 30-4 
per cent. and of export values 26-7 per cent. 


PosItTIOoN oF Britisu Imports 


The American market for British-made goods was, 
of course, encumbered in 1930 by the passage of the 
new Tariff Act, especially as the higher duties came 
into force at a time when the general situation as re- 
gards imports was already difficult owing to the finan- 
cial débacle of the closing months of 1929. It is not 
yet possible to assess the true effect of the tariff 
increases upon British imports, but in any case it 
would be difficult to apportion the diminution in im- 
ports from Great Britain between causes arising from 
the tariff and those due to general trade depression. 
The one thing that is certain, however, is that the 
psychological effect of the tariff changes has been dis- 
advantageous to British imports. American import 
houses, on the one hand, have been inclined to hesitate 
in their purchases for fear that the market could not 
absorb goods bearing higher prices to cover the new 
duties, while exporters in Great Britain have in many 
cases become too discouraged with the upward trend of 
American tariffs to persevere with their marketing 
campaigns. In prosperous times the increased duties 
might possibly have been absorbed partly throughout 
the various channels of distribution, and partly by 
higher prices to the consumer; but the general stag- 
nation of trade following the financial crash has not 
been propitious for price advances. 

It is better, however, to disregard the exceptional 
factors present during the year 1930 and tao review the 
normal possibilities for British goods in the American 
market. Detailed examinations of the classes of 
British goods in demand in the United States will be 
found in previous Reports, and it is unnecessary to re- 
peat them here. They have generally disclosed the fact 
that, although the money value of the trade is high, 
the range of goods for which a market exists is some- 
what limited. With such a high degree of large scale 
industrial productivity in the United States, it is in- 
evitable that the country should offer no scope for the 
output of the basic industries of Great Britain. 

The market has therefore long been restricted to high 
erade manufactured goods, the dernand for which arises 
from their exclusiveness, novelty, quality, style, or 
some such other special attraction. Although the tariff 
falls heavily upon these classes of goods, a valuable 
market has been developed through the desire of 
American people of means to buy the special products 
they want from abroad in spite of price handicaps. 
High grade textiles are the leading item in British im- 
ports. In this field the prospects for woollen and 
worsted goods remain comparatively stable, but the 
finer cotton cloths are meeting increased competition 
from the improving products of American mills. Linen 
goods are also handicapped by the competition of the 
domestic cotton industry, the uncertainties of fashion 
and the inroads of foreign competitors. 


BritisH AND AMERICAN Fit, STYLE, ETC. 


The main problem throughout almost the whole 
range of British manufactured goods, however, is to 
reconcile the differing points of view between American 
buyers and British manufacturers on such questions 
as style, fit and quantities. There is rarely any dis- 
pute as to the quality of British goods, but there is 
often considerable divergence of opinion as regards that 
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almost indefinable factor known as style. Most thing, 
to wear in the United States are bought for appearance 
rather than for durability. If the reverse were the cage 
there would be few goods competitive with those oj 
British make. But as the style factor is predominay; 
in the American trade, an importer’s choice must be 
given to style in preference to wearing qualities 
Foreign competitive goods often have style withoy 
quality; British goods always have quality but some. 
times lack style. A combination of the two factors 
would provide an irresistible sales attraction, and jy 
that direction lies very considerable scope for increased 
British trade. 

It is not desired to create the impression that British 
manufacturers as a whole are unwilling to meet 
American tastes and styles. Many are already doing 
so, and such firms thereby enjoy a_ considerable 
measure of success. The suggestions are mainly offered 
to those who have sampled the market unsuccessfully, 
or who might be contemplating an investigation of it 
for the first time. British conservatism in style, how. 
ever admirable and successful in the home market, is 
by no means bound to appeal to the American buyer, 
The departures from English style requested by poten- 
tial customers often seem radical to firms inexperienced 
in American demand, but climatic and general condi. 
tions are so dissimilar in the two countries that the 
United States market must generally be specially 
catered for. In certain instances, particularly where 
the trade is small, it would probably not pay a British 
firm to undertake extensive alterations in equipment 
to supply the American market, but in a number of 
lines where the potential demand is large, the develop- 
ment of special goods strictly conforming to American 
conceptions of style would undoubtedly bring profitable 
returns. 

Similar difficulties arise as regards quantities. 
American buyers often make demands for goods in 
quantities which it is not the custom of the trade in 
England to supply. They frequently desire to purchase 
a wide range of patterns in very small lots. British 
firms are deserving of much sympathy in this direction, 
as the manufacturing difficulties in meeting such orders 
are obvious. Rapidity of turnover, however, is the first 
consideration of American stores. There must always 
be something new on show. Consequently they are 
very reluctant to commit themselves to quantity pur- 
chases, and prefer to under-buy rather than stock up 
for any appreciable period. Jindeavours have been 
made among buyers to combine orders of the different 
patterns with the object of assisting the manufacturing 
problem, but it has proved very difficult to induce a 
group of buyers to agree upon a number of suitable 
lines. 

These few difficulties, however, are not insuperable, 
and much has been done recently on both sides to arrive 
at a proper understanding of each other’s problems. 
The best results in this direction have been achieved 
from the interchange of personal visits between the 
principals concerned. Too much stress cannot be laid 
upon the advantages of periodical visits to the American 
market on the part of principals of British firms en- 
gaged in trade with that country. Transportation 1s 
now cheap and rapid, and, as a visit to the United 
States can usually be arranged in conjunction with a 
tour of the valuable Canadian market, the time and 
money expended should be well returned. Other 
methods of market cultivation should only be used i 
a personal visit is impossible. By judicious advertising 
in carefully selected media, backed up by personal 
solicitation by resident agents and regular visits by 
principals, a wider field for British goods could be 
developed in the United States. It is rarely that an 
article of quality will fail to find a market if its appear- 
ance is right from the American point of view, and 
British firms manufacturing high grade specialities of 
all kinds should always include the United States 1 
their market investigation plans. In spite of a multi 
tude of trade barriers it is still the greatest foreign 
market for British goods, and is only exceeded in the 
Empire by India and Australia. 
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SPECIAL ARTICLES—Continued 
EGYPT 


MARKETS FOR BRITISH GOODS 


REPORT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM TRADE 
MISSION 

The Mission known as the United Kingdom Trade 
Mission to Kgypt was appointed on December 31, 19380, 
by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and was 
similar in character to trade missions sent to other 
foreign countries. The terms of reference correspond 
exactly with those of the British Economic Mission to 
the Far East, and were as follows :— 

‘To enquire into the present position of trade 
between the United Kingdom and Egypt and to 
report what action should be taken to develop and 
increase that trade.’’ 


The personnel of the Mission consisted of :— 

Sir Arthur Balfour, Bart., K.B.E. (Chairman), 
Managing Director, Arthur Balfour and Company, 
Limited, Director, National Provincial Bank, 
Limited, and Chairman, Government Committee 
on Industry and Trade. 1924; 

Sir Alan Garrett Anderson, K.B.E., Director, 

Anderson, Green and Company, Limited 
(Managers, Onrient Line), Director, Bank of 
England, Director, Suez Canal Company, Director, 
L.M. & 8S. Railway, and Hon. President, Inter- 
national Chamber of Commerce; 
Mr. W. R. Blair, Director, Co-operative Whole- 
sale Society, Limited, Director, Co-operative 
Insurance Society, Limited, Director, Irish Agri- 
cultural Wholesale Society, Limited, and Member 
of Advisory and Executive Committee to the 
i.xport Credits Guarantee Department; 

Mr. Kenneth Lee, Chairman, Tootal, Broad- 
hurst, Lee and Company, Limited, Member of the 
Royal Commission to the Coal Industry, 1925, 
Member of the Imperial Shipping Committee, and 
Chairman and Member of various Government 
Committees dealing with trade and industry, and 

Messrs. T. L. Relton and W. G. Bruzaud, of the . 
Department of Overseas Trade, Secretary and 
Assistant Secretary respectively to the Mission. 


The *Report now issued on the results of the Mission 
states that before setting out the Mission interviewed 
bankers, insurance interests, manufacturers and 
merchants trading with Egypt, in order to acquaint 
themselves with their problems. ‘They also studied 
information prepared for them by the Department of 
Overseas Trade and memoranda received at ‘Toulon 
irom the Commercial Secretary to the Residency in 
Cairo, and from the British Chamber of Commerce of 
Egypt. During their stay in Egypt they received on 
all sides every possible assistance, and H.M. King 
fuad of Egvpt took an interest in their work, on more 
than one oceasion granting audiences to members of 
the Mission. The Prime Minister, his Cabinet, and 
the officials of the Egyptian Government, not only 
showed themselves most anxious to facilitate their 
task, but placed at their disposal a technical committee, 
under the chairmanship of the permanent Under- 
Secretary of State in the Ministry of Finance, with 
Whom they were able to discuss a number of com- 
mercial, industrial, and tariff problems in considerable 
detail. The Mission interviewed some 400 importers 
and exporters of all nationalities and received valuable 
advice from the High Commissioner in Egypt and his 
staff, especially the Commercial Secretary and the 
Second Commercial Secretary. The President of the 
British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, the Chairman 
of the Alexandria Committee of the Chamber, and the 
Secretary of the Chamber all devoted their time and 
gave the benefit of their experience to the Mission. 








* Report of the United Kingdom Trade Mission to Egypt, 
Published for the Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. 
Stationery Office, price ls. 6d. net. 
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 


A summary of the recommendations made and the 
conclusions arrived at by the Mission forms Chapter V. 
of their Report. It is as follows :— 

The general level of cost in the United Kingdom is 
too high and must be reduced. A complete overhaul 
of our cost of production is more than due, and the 
Mission feel that there is no time to lose. 

Manufacturers and merchants of British cotton piece- 
goods should join together in a comprehensive forward 
policy. 

In many lines British goods are too substantial and 
too good for customers who value cheapness above 
quality, and want flashy designs and bright colours. 

Manufacturers whose business does not warrant a 
separate branch in Egypt should consider joining with 
firms selling non-competitive and, if possible, comple- 
mentary articles, to establish a joint office in Egypt 
under British management with locally recruited staff. 
But visit Egypt first. 

Exporters should take trouble to secure the right 
agent, and should assure themselves that the agent :s 
acting in their interest and is being paid enough to keep 
him active. They should then, within limits, give him 
authority to act. 

British traders visiting Egypt should make a point 
of calling on the Commercial Secretaries and/or His 
Majesty's Consular Officers in that country, as well as 
on the British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, and 
should so instruct their travellers. 

British business men settling in Egypt should speak 
French and Arabic themselves and should enable and 
insist upon their juniors doing the same. 

Catalogues, price lists, advertisements, etc., should 
be ample, up to date, and printed in English, French, 
Arabic, or such of these languages as suit the customer. 

Goods to be sold in villages are often best recom- 
mended by pictures, actual samples, or by word of 
mouth. 

It is unsafe to give credit unless the principal or his 
agent has personal knowledge of the debtor. 

Exporters should examine carefully their methods 
of packing to reduce cost to the level of foreign packing. 

No trader should overlook the extreme importance 
of keeping his promise about delivery. Punctuality 
attracts repeat orders and often outweighs a slight 
difference in price. 

Exporters to Egypt should follow the advice of the 
Imperial Shipping Committee to organise themselves 
and consider their freight problems collectively with 
Conference of Shipowners. 

Exporters who have any trouble regarding Customs 
formalities in Egypt should keep in close touch with 
the Egyptian Customs Administration at Alexandria, 
and request their agents or customers to state on their 
orders the classification number under which duty will 
be charged. 

Manufacturers should take eare to register their trade 
marks on the enactment of the new legislation promised 
in their own name and should attack infringers without 
delay. 

Manufacturers tendering for Egyptian railway and 
public works contracts of any kind should see that the 
elause which the Mission agreed with the Egyptian 
Government is included in their tender form. 

Our selling organisation requires adjustment and 
change to meet the changed conditions. 

An intimate understanding of the conditions and 
terms on which trade with Egypt can be done is essen- 
tial if losses and disappointments are to be avoided. 
Visit Egypt and see for yourself what your customers 
will buy and how to approach them. 

Definite steps should be taken to ensure that achieve- 
ments of the United Kingdom in various enterprises 
are brought before the Egyptian public through the 
medium of the cinema and other forms of propaganda, 
care being taken that the text is always displayed in 
English, French and Arabic. 
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The Commercial Secretary should retain his head- 
quarters at the Residency to be near the High Com- 
missioner for Egypt, but the Second Commercial Secre- 
tary should be stationed in an office in the business 
centre of the town, to which details such as statistics, 
credit enquiries, trade catalogues, etc., should be 
transferred. 

The Commercial Secretary as well as the Second 
Commercial Secretary should maintain close contact 
with the British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt and 
should pool with this body all information of interest 
to British traders. The Commercial Secretaries, His 
Majesty’s Consular Officers in Egypt, and the British 
Chamber of Commerce should, in preparing and giving 
information to British traders, work as partners so that 
they may cover the ground without overlapping. 

In the interests of British industry as well as for the 
direct financial return it is desirable that British enter- 
prise should take a prominent part in the development 
of Egypt, and, if a financial group is formed in Egypt 
for this purpose, it should be Anglo-Egyptian rather 
than all British. 

Motor car manufacturers should establish such con- 
tact with their agents as to enable them to maintain a 
stock of cars, spares, etc., and thus be able to give 
good service and prompt delivery. 

Our structural steel manufacturers lose trade by not 
holding stocks in Egypt, as is done by their foreign 
rivals. 

In order that posts available for men from Great 
3ritain, whether judicial, official, scholastic or commer- 
cial, shall be filled by good candidates:—(a) The 
employer should adjust the pay and prospects of 
such posts to attract candidates of the right class; 
(b) arrangements other than pay should, where pos- 
sible, make temporary posts a step in an attractive 
career. 

It is in the common interests of Egypt and of British 
trade that those from Great Britain serving in Egypt 
shall, by their quality and their number, maintain 
contact and sympathy between the two nations. 

The British Schools in Egypt should aim at paying 
their way by fees, but His Majesty’s Government 
should (a) contribute to a bursary fund for poor British 
boys and girls; (b) continue to help the Euglish School 
in Cairo till it has adjusted its finances; (c) subscribe 
to the capital required to found a self-supporting British 
School for the girls of Alexandria. 

Finally, the Mission recommend that those trading 
with Egypt should join the British Chamber of Com- 
merce of Egypt and strengthen it as a trade centre and 
use it for obtaining advance information. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES FROM THE REPORT 


Style and Attractiveness of Goods.—Owing to the 
scarcity of rain and abundance of sunshine in Egypt, 
special attention should be given to the style and attrac- 
tiveness of goods in catering for the moneyed classes. 
In everything from motor cars and furniture to clothes, 
colours and patterns which would look flashy in 
ingland suit the bright sun of Egypt and the taste of 
her people. Egyptians value appearance and do not 
calculate closely how soon an article will wear out. 
The suitability of goods for the market is equally 
important. ‘To quote one example, it was found that 
ladies’ shoes and stockings of United Kingdom manu- 
facture are made to fit English feet and legs and do 
not fit Egyptian ladies. 


Agencies and Branches.—As Egypt grows and the 
best agents become more fully engaged, it is more and 
more necessary to discriminate in the choice of agents, 
particularly in regard to their local standing and their 
qualifications to sell the particular goods concerned. 
Proper consultation should be made in the first instance 
with the Department of Overseas Trade in London 
(35, Old Queen Street, S.W.1), and through that 
Department with the Commercial Secretary to the 
Residency in Cairo, and His Majesty’s Consular officers 
in Cairo, Alexandria or Port Said, as the case may be. 
Direct communication should also be made with the 





———— 
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British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, which is in g 
position to give very useful advice. 


Publicity and Propaganda.—The fellaheen do not 
read, but they visit the cinema. To exhibit films to 
illustrate British progress and British enterprise would 
not cost much, and talkies in Arabic would have the 
market to themselves. The possibilities of the cinema 
should be explored in detail and at once, particular 
attention being drawn to the necessity to display the 
descriptive text in English, French and Arabic. 


Motor Car Trade.—The Egyptian prefers a car with 
a wider body than we often make, while his son chooses 
a sports car of the sportiest, and they both like bright 
colours with plenty of chromium plating and gadgets. 
To popularise a car on any market the repair service 
is as important as the car. 


EMPIRE COTTON GROWING 
CORPORATION 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR SEASON 1929-30 


The Tenth Annual General Meeting of the Empire 
Cotton Growing Corporation was held yesterday in the 
Council Room of the offices of the British Cotton Grow- 
ing Association, Royal Iixchange, Manchester. The 
Annual Report of the Administrative Council of the 
Corporation was once again submitted by Lord Derby, 
the Chairman of the Council. 

The Report gives an account of all the principal 
activities of the Corporation, and of the progress that 
has been made, and the difficulties that have been 
encountered in furthering its work in the several cotton 
srowing countries of the IXmpire. LKeference is also 
made to any new work initiated in the course of the 
past year. In addition, descriptions are given of the 
conditions governing the cotton growing season of 
1929-30 and of their effect on the output from the 
various countries. Finally, through the courtesy of the 
Departments of Agriculture, the current season is 
reviewed up to the month of March in most cases, so 
that members of the Corporation may be in a position 
to form some estimate of crop prospects of the current 
season at the time when the Report was prepared. 
One new feature has been added. At the end of the 

teport is now included a complete list of the publica- 

tions that have been issued by the Corporation up to 
the present time, in addition to their Quarterly 
Journal, ‘‘ The Empire Cotton Growing Review.” 


INDIA 


Cotton along with other commodities has _ been 
affected by the general slump in prices, but the volume 
of this trade has not been seriously affected by the fall. 
Whereas in the nine months April to December, 1929, 
the total amount of cotton exported from India was 
2,615,700 bales of 400 lbs., in the corresponding months 
of 1930 the figure was 2,614,900 bales. The fall in 
value, however, has been very serious. In the nine 
months April to December, 1929, exports were valued 
at Rs. 43,47,41,795, as compared with Rs. 32,97,61,090 
during the corresponding period of 1930. The loss to 
India has therefore been no less than 10} crores of 
rupees, or approximately £8,000,000. Indian cotton 
continued to find a larger market in this country, the 
exports to the United Kingdom during the nine 
months April to December, 1930, amounting to 174,000 
bales, as compared with 165,000 bales during the 
corresponding pericd of the previous year. 

tesearch work, both in the laboratory and the field, 
is continuing to receive attention in the cotton growing 
areas in India. The Indian Central Cotton Committee 
has financed thirteen schemes for the improvement of 
Indian cotton, and has sanctioned funds for starting 
six more schemes during the current year. In addition, 
funds have been allotted for the more rapid extension 
and distribution of improved varieties of cotton. 

The Sukkur Barrage was, as regards its main 
features, almost completed last year. An area of 
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11 million acres will be irrigated by this means, and it 
is ee that a high proportion of this acreage 
will be devoted to cotton. The Bombay Legislative 
Council gave its approval to general measures planned 
for the dev elopment of the area covered by this project 
These measures include the establishment of two agri- 
cultural research stations, in addition to the existing 
one at Sakrand, and the opening of six seed farms, four 
of 2,000 acres each and two of 1,000 acres each. 

The latest forecast for this season’s cotton acreage is 
93 616,000 acres, representing a decrease of 9 per cent. 
on last year’s figure. The estimated yield of the crop 
ig 4,820 ,000 bales of 400 Ibs. each, or 6 per cent. below 
last year's total. The condition of the crop on the 
whole is reported to be fair. 


AUSTRALIA 


The Queensland crop of the season 1929-30 amounted 
to 12,754 bales of 400 lbs., which is the second largest 
crop so far produced. 

With the increased interest in cotton growing have 
arisen demands from farmers for varietal tests of strains 
other than Durango, and seed of varieties of quick 
maturing, medium staple cotton, selected with a view 
to their suitability to Queensland conditions has been 
imported from the United States. At the request of 
the Cotton Specialist, a small quantity of the jassid- 
resistant variety U.4 is being forwarded by the Corpora- 
tion from South Africa. Plans are also being formu- 
lated for reducing the cost of ginning and the question 
of establishing co-operative ginneries is to be considered. 

As regards the season 1930-31 it was expected that 
the acreage under cotton would be the largest so far 
recorded in Queensland. Unfortunately, after the end 
of August, the conditions during the planting season 
were not too favourable, and there was a considerable 
reduction in the area planted, which it is believed does 
not exceed 25,000 acres. The estimate early in February 
was for a crop of about 7,500 bales of 400 Ibs. each. 


SoutH AFRICA 


The Low Veld, which is the principal cotton growing 
area of South Africa, had a favourable season in 
1929-30. 
than in any previous year, but U.4 from the Corpora- 
tion’s Station at Barberton, which was practically the 
sole variety grown commercially, was only slightly 
damaged. American bollworm caused comparatively 
little loss, thanks mainly to the remarkable power of 
recovery of U.4 when climatic conditions are not un- 
favourable. The Barberton ginnery returns for the area 
of about 6,000 aeres planted with U.4 showed an 
average yield of approximately 600 Ibs. of seed cotton 
per acre, a highly satisfactory figure. Ordinary well- 
treated crops averaged 800-1,000 lbs. per acre, and 
many largely surpassed the latter figure. 

The total crop from South Africa was 16,213 bales of 
400 Ibs. This is admittedly a very small proportion of 
the total i crops, but two significant and con- 
nected facts should be noted. Firstly, that it was the 
first season in which U.4 was grown on a commercial 
scale, and secondly that the resulting crop showed an 
increase of no less than 66 per cent. on that of the 
previous year. 


SWAZILAND 


The aecount of the 1929-30 season up to the date 
at which the last Annual Report went to press war- 
ranted an optimistic outlook, and the final crop figures 
exceeded considerably those of the previous 
Prospects for the season 1930-31 were reported at the 
end of February to be fairly good in spite of delayed 
plantings and somewhat patchy rainfall during the 
earlier part of the growing season. 


Seasons. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA 


‘or the first time since the Corporation began work 
in Southern Rhodesia, it was possible in the season 
1929-30 to re-establish cotton growing on a small com- 
mercial seale. The jassid pest had hitherto made it 


Jassids were more numerous in some districts’ 
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impossible for profitable yields to be secured, and 
farmers had been advised by the Corporation’s staff not 
to take up the crop again until experimental work had 
succeeded in producing a jassid-resistant type. Such a 
type was first evolved at the Corporation’s Station in 
the Transvaal, and U.4 was supplied to the Station at 
Gatooma, Southern Rhodesia, in time for the season 
1927-28. Further selection work by the staff there suc- 
ceeded in producing strains suitable to local conditions, 
and 66 tons of U.4 bulk seed were available for plant- 
ing in 1929-30. In addition, small 10-lb. packets of 
specially selected seed were put up for sale, and the 
demand for these actually exceeded the supply avail- 
able. Irom these several farmers secured yields exceed- 
ing 1,000 lbs. of seed cotton per acre, at a very low 
seed rate and with wide spacing. As regards the season 
1930-31, Major Cameron writes that a conservative 
estimate of the area planted with cotton this year is 
10,000 acres, as compared with 7,000 acres in the 
previous season. 


NORTHERN RHODESIA 


The experience gained in season 1929-30 cannot be 
said to have led to a definite result in the production 
of a type of cotton suitable to local conditions. Hopes 
were entertained that U.4 might prove suitable, and 
sufficient seed to plant a 5-acre trial plot was issued 
from the Mazabuka Research Station to twenty-one 
farmers in four districts. The results were, however, 
disappointing, the average yield from the thirteen plots 
that were picked being only 122 lbs. of seed cotton 
per acre. 


ANGLO-EGYPTIAN SUDAN 


The area under cotton in the Gezira continues to 
increase. In 1928-29 131,351 feddans (acres) were 
under cotton; in 1929-30 this was increased to 174,183 
feddans, while this season further extensions north- 
wards have brought the total to over 196,000 feddans, 
in addition to the area cultivated in dura and lubia 
which are included in the crop rotation. 

The crop at Kassala grown under flood irrigation in 
the Gash Delta yielded a crop of 19,700 bales ot 
400 lbs., as compared with 16,864 bales in 1928-29; 
while at Tokar, the other area under flood irrigation, 
the crop was nearly 13,000 bales, as against a little 
over 11,000 bales last season. 

The cultivation of American cotton under rainfall in 
the South made satisfactory progress. The total out- 
put in 1929-30 exceeded 15,000 bales of 400 lbs., as 
compared with 8,500 bales in the previous season. 

In last year’s Report the output for the 1929-50 
season could only be estimated, since this Report 1 
called for in the middle of the picking season. The 
final figures were equivalent to 131,440 bales (of 
400 Ibs.) Sakel and 26,330 bales American type. For 
the season 1930-31 the estimated crop at the time of 
writing was 123,882 bales Sakel and 25,783 bales 
American type. 


UGANDA 


The season 1929-30 proved disappointing, and the 
final crop only reached a total of approximately 130,000 
bales. The quality of the 1980 crop was less satis- 
factory than that of several previous crops, being short 
in staple and uneven in length. 

A new system of plot measurement was introduced 
into the Eastern Province, and it was estimated that 
the total area of cotton planted by natives during 1930 
amounted to 724,740 acres, compared with 683,495 
acres in 1929. Though it is not yet possible to give 
an accurate estimate of production from the 19380 
plantings, the increase in acreage combined with more 
favourable weather conditions and the absence of 
disease attack indicate a crop of approximately 180,000 
bales. 

TANGANYIKA ‘TERRITORY 
Cotton is now the third most valuable crop in Tan- 


canyika. The output for the season 1928-29 reached 
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nearly 28,000 bales, of which approximately three- 
quarters was grown by natives on their own holdings. 
Plantings for the 1929-30 crop both on estates and by 
natives were considerably greater than for the previous 
vear; the seed distribution to natives was the highest 
on record (1,588 tons). 

The work at the Experiment Stations has been con- 
tinued, and among many varieties that have been tried, 
U.4 is reported to have given very promising results 
here, as elsewhere. The Department of Agriculture 
have again sent samples from all the principal areas to 
the Corporation for brokers’ reports and spinning tests. 
The results have been on the whole satisfactory, though 
reference has been made to the lack of uniformity of 
staple. ) 


NYASALAND 


The 1929-30 crop reached 9,331 bales, a record for 
the Protectorate. Nearly the whole of the crop is now 
vrown by natives. The increase in output since the 
beginning of the buying agreement made with the 
Government by the British Cotton Growing Association 
in 1923 is especially noteworthy; the marked fall in the 
world’s cotton prices that has taken place has inevitably 
caused a corresponding reduction in the price that the 
Association were able to offer to the Nyasaland native 
crower last season, and it remains to be seen what effect 
this will have on this season’s acreage. 

The strain known as U.4 first produced at the Cor- 
poration’s cotton breeding station in South Africa has 
shown itself decidedly superior to all other varieties in 
the up-eountry districts in Nyasaland, while it has also 
done well in the Chikwawa and Lower Shire districts. 


NIGERIA 


In continuation of the Corporation’s policy to expand 
their seed farm at Daudawa in the Northern Provinces 
intil 1,000 acres are under cotton, further clearing has 
been undertaken. In the season 1929-30, 360 acres 
were planted in cotton on the main farm, and gave an 
iverage yield of 284 Ibs. of seed cotton to the acre: 
this compares with the yield of 264 lbs. in the previous 
season. The lint had an average staple of 1, in. to 
1} in., and was sold at Liverpool at 75 points on 
Middling American. The co-operative farm scheme is 
proving 2 decided success. The five farms cleared and 
cultivated in the season 1928-29 all had good crops of 
cereals and of cotton. In 1929-30 the farmers had 314 
acres under cotton, giving an average yield of 243 Ibs. 
of seed cotton per acre, as against 214 Ibs. last year. 

The Director of Agriculture’s Reports on the cotton 
season 1929-30 indicated a satisfactory increase in the 
purchases of American cotton in the Northern Pro- 
vinces. These amounted to 34,389 bales, which is not 
far short of the record of over 37,000 bales produced in 
the season 1925-26. The price, however, was very 
different in the two seasons, having been 24d. per lb. 
f seed cotton in 1925-26, and 11d. to 12d. only in 
1929-30. 


West INDIES 


Generally, throughout the West Indies, the extreme 
drought—almost unprecedented—which prevailed in 
1950, and the comparatively small loss from diseases or 
pests, were the outstanding features of the year from 
the cotton growers point of view. The pink bollworm 
has again been so searce that no material damage from 
it has been reported, except that no second crop could 
be reaped, which has been the general experience in all 
seasons since the insect arrived in the West Indies. 

As a result of the depressed condition of the market 
for cotton of all kinds, and of the accumulation of 
stocks of Sea Island from the 1930 and previous crops, 
it is quite possible that there will be a decided reduction 
in the area planted with Sea Island cotton in 1931. 


CYPRUS 


The production of seed cotton, 6,371,646 lbs., during 
1930 was the highest recorded since 1890. The increase 
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in acreage was due to the heavy and continuous rain, 
of December, January and February, 1929-30, whic) 
caused flooding of the low-lying lands and made ayaij. 
able greater areas for the planting of unirrigated cotton. 
The yield suffered considerably, however, Owing to 
attacks of bollworm. During the season special atten. 
tion was given by the Department of Agriculture to 
instructing farmers as to the best time of sowing and 
methods of irrigation; in addition, special propagand 
was carried out for combating pests. 


a 


SPINNING TESTS 


During the past year brokers’ reports have been 
obtained on 178 samples, and of this number spinning 
tests were carried out on 124. In the last Annual] 
teport reference was made to the erection of experi- 
mental workrooms at the Shirley Institute, in which al] 
samples received for spinning tests would in future be 
spun. The buildings were completed last summer an 
the machinery installed in the autumn. In view of the 
assistance to the Corporation’s work that such tests 
will provide, it has been decided to make a contribution 
of £1,000 a year to the funds of the Institute. 


Cotron GROWING CONFERENCE 


In last year’s Report mention was made of thie 
decision to hold in August last a Conference of members 
of the Corporation’s staff who might be home on leave 
and representatives of the Agricultural Departmenis of 
cotton growing countries of the Empire, together with 
members of the staffs of research institutions in this 
country. ‘The Conference was held on August 27 
and 28, at the Shirley Institute, Didsbury, by the kind 
permission of the Council of the British Cotton Industry 
Research Association. Over 40 members attended, and 
those from overseas possessed experience of cotton 
srowing in India, South Africa, Southern Rhodesia, 
the Sudan, Uganda, Tanganyika, Nyasaland, Nigeria, 
the West Indies, Ceylon and Egypt. Representatives 
were also present from the Corporation, the British 
Cotton Growing Association, the Shirley Institute, the 
Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew, Cambridge and Man- 
chester Universities, the Imperial College of Science 
and Technology, London, Rothamsted Experimental 
Station, and the Imperial College of Tropical Agricul- 
ture, Trinidad. Nearly 500 copies of the Proceedings 
have been distributed, and about 59 copies sold to 
persons not only in various parts of the Empire, but i 
the United States and on the Continent. 


WHOLESALE PRICES IN CERTAIN 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND IN 
THE UNITED STATES 


MARCH QUARTER 
COMPARISON OF RELATIVE MOVEMENTS 


As measured by the changes in the index numbers, 
wholesale prices were lower in the March quarter 
1931, as compared with the December quarter, 1980, 1 
each of the countries considered below. In the United 
States and Italy average decreases of 6 per cent. and 
5-2 per cent. were recorded. In Belgium, the United 
Kingdom and Germany the decline amounted to 
4-6 per cent., 4:5 per cent. and 42 per cent. respec: 
tively; and in France to 2-8 per cent. 


—~ ~ 


MontTHLY INDEX NUMBERS: 
Marcu, 1930, ro Marcu, 1931 


The course of the general index numbers of whole- 
sale prices during the thirteen months ended Marc), 
1931, in each of the countries named, is set out in the 
following table. The subsequent paragraphs dealing 
with each country separately contain particulars of the 
groups of commodities covered by these index numbers, 
and show the quarterly movements of prices since the 
March quarter of 1930 for each group, in addition to the 
ceneral index numbers :— 
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) | 1930 1931 
8 rains Country and Date to which figures Base 
which relate Period | | | | 
} avail. Mar. | Apr. | May hee July | Aug. an Oct. | Nov.| Dec. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. 

| | 

-0tton, i . : : 3 : : 
ing | | | | | | 
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The index figures shown in the table above suggest 
that, after further reductions of wholesale prices in 
January and February, some check to the downward 
movement occurred during March in all the countries 
shown, with the exception of the United States. This 
check cannot necessarily be regarded as an indication 

a break in the fall of commodity prices. As will 
be seen from subsequent paragraphs, it was attribut- 
able, in the main, to a dearer tendency for vegetable 
foodstuffs, balanced by further reductions for certain 
other foodstuffs and for industrial materials. For the 
United Kingdom the index number for food was lower 
in Mareh than in February, while that for industrial 
materials was unchanged. 

Between December and March the net decrease of 
wholesale prices amounted to 5 per cent. in the United 
States and to 3:3 per cent. in Germany; in Italy, 
Relcium and the United Kingdom -_ decline measured 
29 per cent., 28 per cent. and 2-7 per cent. respec- 
tively and in France 1-2 per cent. 


FRANCE 
The figures in the table are compiled by the Statis- 
ae Générale de France on the basis of end-ot- 
nonth prices :— 


(July, 1914 = 100) 


| | Quarterly Averages 
Aver- | Aver- | : 
age age 
for for 
1929 | 1930 








Groups of Commodities Jan.-| Apr.- | July—| Oct.— | Jan.- 


Mar., | June, | Sept., | Dec., | Mar., 
1930 ~T. 1930 | 1930 | 193 











Foodstuffs :— | 
Vegetable products ... | 568 466 $31 451 501 176 521 
Animal products .. | 599 | 599 615 588 598 593 525 
Sugar, colfee, cocoa ... DSD | 5OS 537 524 489 160 437 
Total foodstuffs —— 528 926 521 540 _ 522 533 


} 
Industrial Materials :— | 
Minerals and metals... | | z 532 513 464 417 
Textiles via .-» | 639 473 544 HLd 454 379 345 
Miscellaneous 663 630 668 648 619 O83 oot 
| dae . 
| | 





Tetal industrial ma- | 

















terials G58 5D38 612 579 545 195 $59 
National products... | 635 591 605 590 597 570 561 
Imported products ... | 602 458 512 4383 444 393 370 
General index (all goods)i 623 | 543 572 552 542 507 493 





Foodstufts.—An advance of the index number for 


pgs in December last was followed by a further 


rise January. In February a small decline in the 
ng was recorded, mainly as the result of a heavy 
tall of the averages in the group of animal foodstuffs. 
In March, however, the former advance was resumed 
so that prices of foodstuffs, on the average, were 
higher in that month than in December by 2:3 per 
cent 

The trend of the foodstuffs index during the March 
quarter was influenced by a continuous and rapid rise 
in the prices of vegetable foodstuffs. Animal foodstuffs 
and “‘ sugar, coffee, cocoa ”’ cheapened in January and 
rebruary, but some slight reaction was observed in 
March. As compared with December last, vegetable 
loodstuffs were dearer in March on the average by 
116 per cent. Animal foodstuffs, however, were 
cheaper by 4 per cent., and ‘‘ sugar, coffee, cocoa *’ by 
1-1 per cent. 

Comparing the average prices of the March quarter 
with those of the preceding quarter, it will be seen that 
vegetable foodstuffs were dearer by 9-5 per cent., but 
animal foodstuffs were cheaper by 1:3 per cent. and 
‘Sugar, coffee, cocoa ’’ by 5 per cent. Considered as 
i whole, foodstuffs were dearer by 2-1 per cent. 





Industrial Materials.—The decline in the index for 
industrial materials, which proceeded throughout 1930, 
was continued into the March quarter, a reduction of 
46 per cent. between December and March being 
shown. 

This downward movement of materials, as a whole, 
during the past quarter was not so uniform among the 
constituent groups as it had been in 1930. Minerals 
and metals, which declined without check last year, 
became dearer in February, although a further redue- 
tion was recorded in March. Textiles, for which only 
one advance in the index was recorded during 1930, 
showed higher averages in February, and again in 
March. The group of miscellaneous commodities de- 
clined throughout the March quarter. A comparison 
of the prices prevailing in March with those current at 
the close of 1930 shows that, on balance, minerals and 
metals were cheaper by 5:3 per cent., textiles by 2:3 per 
cent., and the commodities in the wninoclimedion S group 
by 4-7 per cent. 

Comparing the prices of the March quarter with those 
of the December quarter, it will be seen that minerals 
and metals show averages which were lower by 10-1 per 
cent., textiles by 9-5 per cent., and the miscellaneous 
industrial materials by 5 per cent. Together the three 
groups showed a net reduction of 7-3 per cent. 

The further re-grouping of the commodities used in 
the index number according to their origin, shows that 
prices of national products in March were below those 
in December last by 0-9 per cent., and those of imported 
products by 1:8 per cent. National products were 
cheaper in the March quarter than in the preceding 
quarter by 16 per cent. and imported products by 
59 per cent. 

GERMANY 

The index numbers are those published in ‘‘ Wirt- 
schaft und Statistik,’’ on the basis of the officia! 
monthly averages. 

(Average of 1913 = 100) 


Quarterly Averages 





Aver- | Aver- 











age age 


Groups of Commodities fon rn Jan.- | Apr.- July— | Oct.— | Jan. 
1999 | 1930 Mar., | June, | Sept.,| Dec., | Mar.. 
si 1930 | 1930 | 1930 | 1930 | 1931 














Foodstuffs of vegetable 
°6)118-0}120°11110°3] 115-6 


origin ... ewe . | 126-3) 115°3)] 112 
Cattle ; 7 ... | 126°6) 112-4) 122-2) 110-9) 110-6] 105-8 91-6 
Foodstufts of animal 
wrigin . 142-1 | 121-7 | 126-6/ 109-6 | 122-31 128-5} 117- 
F sealing stuffs for : anim: als 125°9] 93-2; 90°8) 95-0) 98-1 SS-7 95°65 





Total agricultural produce |130°2 |113-1 |115-9]110-8/ 115-0 110-6 “106°: 


Colonial produce 125°2 | 112-6/115-8| 116-9 110-7 Lo7-1 | 1 100-1 


Coal oe ses »-- |137°31136-11138-11135- 








51136°31184-3) 12 
Tron ; --» | 129-5 | 126-2 | 129-0 | 127-3 | 124-8] 123-6] 117-0 
Non-ferrous metals --» |118°4] 90°4/110-9] 93-2] 81-8] 75-8 72-4 
Textiles ... --» |}140°6|} 105°51)119-01114-31100-8] &7-8 RA°5 
Skins and leather -» | 124°5)110-3) 113-4)110-9)| 109°1]107-8 O7°4 
Chemicals .-» | 126°8) 125-5 | 127-1) 126-4] 125-1)123-4) 120-¢ 
Artificial fertilisers ... | 84°6] 82-4] 85-8] 84-6] 78-9] R0-4 R92. 7 
Oils and fats ais ..» | 128-0} 126-11 126-91 1313-8! 180-71114-9 99-4 
Rubber ... oe .. | 28-4] 17-4] 21-7] 19-4] 14-9] 18-5] L-e 
Paper-making materials 
and paper mp ..» | 151-2) 142-2] 150-5 | 146-5 )| 140-3) 131-7] 1292-0 
Building materials --- |158°91 148-8] 157-61) 155-5 | 145-01)187-1) 129-9 
Total industrial materials 
and semi-finished pro- 
106°; 


ducts ... eee --» | 131-9] 120-1] 126-8 | 123-5)117-8] 112-3 





Agricultural equipment | 141-3 139: 4 140-9} 140-1] 139-3]187-3 
Industrialequipment ... | 138-1) 137-6 139°0 | 138-3 A37°3 135-8 
































Producers’ goods -- | 188°61 137-9] 139-3) 138-6) 1% 37: 7 71 136-0 133-1 
ss ” om | a 2 
Household danaemevinen 165°7 | 155-7 | 160-9] 157-5 | | 154: 7 | 149°6) 143-6 
Clothing . + | 114-9 | 161-2 | 168-6 163-4 | 160. 1}152-7| 146-1 
— a — 
Consumers’ goods soe Laan 6) Ls 09°3 3 | 165°9 161 ‘$3 | 158 3 151-6) 145 
Total industrial ae | | aie 
goods ... reed rentin 1 | 154 >| 151 nt 4) 144-9 140-0 
General Index (all Goods) | 137 2 | 124-6 | 129-3 125-6 124 2 | 119-4 ‘Wted 
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The index number of the prices of agricultural (April, 1914 = 100) 


produce declined in January, and again in February, 
but recovered in March to the January position. As 
indicated by the index figures, agricultural produce was 
cheaper in March than in December by 3°4 per cent., 
and cheaper in the March quarter than in the Decem- 
ber quarter by 3°8 per cent. 

One of the features of the agricultural markets 
during the March quarter was the continued advance 
in the prices of vegetable foodstuffs, notably grain, 
flour, sugar, and potatoes. The upward movement of 
vegetable foodstuffs was also expressed in the advances 
recorded for animal feeding stuffs, the first indications 
of the rise occurring in November last, as was also the 
case for vegetable foodstuffs. On the other hand, 
cattle and meat prices, which declined during the 
second half of 1930, yielded further in the March 
quarter. Foodstuffs of animal origin (butter, eggs, 
milk, bacon, etc.), which showed a fall in December 
last, after an advance from June to November, cheap- 
ened again in January, and were still lower in price at 
the end of the quarter. The average increase of the 
prices of vegetable foodstuffs in March, as compared 
with December, amounted to 8-7 per cent., and of 
feeding stuffs for animals to 12:7 per cent. Cattle and 
meat prices were lower in March than in December by 
17 per cent., and those of foodstuffs of animal origin by 
10-7 per cent. 

The index number of the prices of industrial 
materials and semi-finished goods declined in each 
month of the March quarter, a total movement of 
3-4 per cent. being recorded between December and 
March. The movement was shared by each of the 
constituent groups, with the exception of coal, non- 


ferrous metals, textiles and artificial fertilisers. 
Of these groups of commodities, artificial fer- 


tilisers, which in 1930 had shown rising averages 
from August onwards, became still dearer 
in January and February. For March, however, 
a fall of the index was recorded, brought about by a 
reduction in the price of basic slag. On the textiles 
market, higher quotations in February for cotton, cotton 
yarn and flax more than offset reductions for wool, 
linen yarn, hemp and jute (including yarns), whilst 
in March increases for cotton, cotton yarns, flax, hemp 
and jute outweighed decreases for raw silk, linen, hemp 
and jute yarns. The index for the group of non-ferrous 
metals for March was higher than that recorded for 
February—due to higher zine and copper prices—and 
was at the same level as that for January. The coal 
index was practically unchanged throughout the March 
quarter at the figure for December last. A comparison 
of the prices ruling in March with those in December 
shows that for the groups of iron and steel, non- 
ferrous metals, paper-making materials and paper, and 
building materials, an average decrease of about 5 per 
cent. was recorded. Rubber was cheaper by 21:6 per 
cent., oils and fats by 11-6 per cent., and chemicals by 
about 2 per cent. Textiles were dearer in March than 
in December by 06 per cent., and artificial fertilisers by 
2-7 per cent. 

Between December and March the industrial finished 
goods index declined by 2-9 per cent., producers’ goods 
contributing to this reduction with a movement of 
2-1 per cent. and consumers’ goods with one of 3°5 per 
cent.; the fall of each of these three index figures was 
without check during the quarter. In the group of 
producers’ goods prices of agricultural equipment were 
lower in March than in December by an average of 
2-6 per cent., and those of industrial equipment lower 
by 2-1 per cent. Amongst the groups of consumers’ 
goods, March prices for household furnishings were, on 
the average, lower than those for December by 4-6 per 
cent., while clothing declined by 2°9 per cent. 


BELGIUM 


The figures, which are calculated on the prices pre- 
vailing in the second half of each month, are published 
in the ‘‘ Revue de Travail’’ by the Ministére de 
l’Industrie et du Travail: -— 








Quarterly Averages 

Aver- | Aver- 

age age } 

for for | Jan.—; Apr.—j} July—| Oct.— | Jan- 

1929 | 1930 | Mar., | June, | Sept.,}| Dec., | Mar. 
1930 | 1930 | 1930 | 1930 | 1937’ 








Groups of Commodities 























Foodstuffs 794 598 626 616 587 561 | 625 
‘ue tue ily “~e 960 934 | 1,007 944 914 872 R47 
Coal tar and derivatives 823 777 817 782 773 736 672 
Metallurgical products... 823 700 755 721 687 635 601 
Petroleum and deriva- 
tives ... vee _ 936 925 948 941 912 | “900 887 
Pottery ... ‘els eee [1,075 | 1,142 | 1,097 | 1,159 | 1,175 | 1,138 | 1,138 
Glass —_ _ sae 741 737 768 757 715 706 68] 
Chemicals ne on 763 750 780 767 740 713 686 
Chemical fertilisers _ 676 641 6738 637 626 621 622 
‘ats _ ie 773 701 770 748 682 605 545 
Textiles ... _ .-. | 1,004 6385 795 730 633 581 532 
Building materials sas 856 891 898 895 893 877 847 
Resinous products _— 968 810 906 832 750 752 795 
Skins and leather _ 7380 689 719 697 676 663 646 
Tobacco ... on om 816 695 742 694 672 672 621 
Paper... ™ .-» | 1,168 | 1,030 | 1,134 | 1,051 | 1,002 934 893 
Rubber (raw) ... a 216 122 161 140 98 89 79 
General Index (all goods) 851 744 791 767 727 692 660 
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As measured by the movement of the index figures, 
wholesale prices of foodstuffs fell in January and Feb. 
ruary, but recovered in March to reach the January 
level, which was 2°8 per cent. below that for December 
last. For the March quarter as a whole, foodstuffs 
prices were below those of the December quarter by 
6°4 per cent. 

Among the industrial groups, a strong upward move- 
ment of prices was indicated for resinous products 
throughout the March quarter, while textiles were con- 
siderably dearer in February and March. In the groups 
of petroleum and derivatives, and of chemical fertili- 
sers, quotations, on the average, ruled higher in Janv- 
ary than in December, and for pottery higher in Feb- 
ruary than in January. The index figure for the glass 
group remained unaltered in January from the previous 
month; those for fats and tobacco in February from 
January; for gluss, and skins and leather, in March 
from February; and for paper in February and March 
from January. For the remaining groups, and also for 
the above groups in the months not specified, there 
were reductions in price. As compared with Decem- 
ber, prices for resinous products in March were higher 
on the average by 14:7 per cent., and for chemical 
fertilisers, and also for textiles, by 0-7 per cent. 
During the same period reductions of between 10 and 
12 per cent. were shown for coal tar and derivatives, 
and for tobacco; of between 6 and 7 per cent. for fuel 
and rubber; of between 3 and 6 per cent. for metal- 
lurgical products, glass, chemicals, fats, and building 
materials, and of 2 per cent. and under for the remain- 
ing groups. 

ITALY 
The detailed index numbers given in the table below 


are those compiled by Professor Bachi on the basis of 
end-of-month prices :— 


(Average of 1913 = 100) 





Quarterly Averages 
Aver- | Aver- — 














‘ a) tae age age 
Groups of Commodities for for Jan.— | Apr.—| July—| Oct.-— | Jan. 
1929 | 1930 | Mar., | June, | Sept., | Dec., | Mar., 
1930 1930 1230 1930 1931] 
Foodstuffs (vegetable) ... | 474-0] 384-7] 408-6 Leense 387-41353-8] 340°9 
Foodstulfs (animal) --- | 466°1] 406-8] 416-0] 405-71 402-11 403-4] 364:1 
Chemicals _— ... | 384°6] 360-01 379-3] 363-71 353-31343-71] 327°8 
Textiles ... si ~-- | 442-71) 338-8] 381-9] 355-31 310-3 | 292-0] 284-6 
Minerals and metals... | 433-61] 386-2] 417-1] 390-5] 376-6] 360-5] 344°9 
Building materials ... | 495°9] 484-21 495-81] 487-1] 477-61 476-4] 446°5 
Vegetable products (mis- 
cellaneous) ... --- |» 425°5] 331-1] 397-8] 335-7] 305-0] 284-4] 266°6 
Industrial products (mis- 
cellaneous) ... ..- | 456-51 440-0] 441-8 |] 443-2] 442-31 432-7] 407-4 
Foods ... sais ... | 468-01 383-7] 408-8] 392-6] 390-5] 369-7] 347°3 
Raw materials ... ... | 430°31 348-3] 390-4] 358-2] 332-51 311-8] 298°6 
Semi-finished goods’... _ | 412-0] 366-4] 393-51373-71 357-31 341-2] 325°0 
Finished goods ... we | 447°31 437-7] 425 9] 441-7] 438-11 4381-2] 408°5 





General Index (geometric 


average) ° 445-51 383-0] 408-3] 389-0] 376-3] 358-2] 339-7 























In continuation of the downward trend in 1930, prices 
of foods showed a further reduction in the two opening 
months of this year. The March index, however, indi- 
‘ated some reaction, although it was slightly below 
that for January. Foods were cheaper in March than 
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in December by 2-4 per cent., and cheaper in the 
March quarter than in the December quarter by 6:1 per 
ent. Animal foodstuffs cheapened throughout the 
March quarter, but for vegetable foodstuffs an appre- 
ciable rise in prices was indicated by the March index. 
Vegetable foodstuffs were dearer in Mareh than in 
December by 2:5 per cent., and animal foodstuffs 
cheaper by 9-8 per cent. The average prices of the 
ark quarter were lower than those of the previous 
quarter by 3-6 per cent. for vegetable foodstuffs, and 
9-7 per cent. for animal foodstufts. 

The index figures for raw materials, semi-finished 
goods, and finished goods show that, on balance, the 
prices of the commodities included w ithin these groups 
fell in each month of the March quarter, with the 
exception of raw materials, for which higher averages 
were recorded in March. March prices were, on the 
average, lower than those for December by 1:4 per 
cent. for raw materials, by 4 per cent. for semi-finished 
goods, and by 5 per cent. for finished goods. A com- 
parison of the average prices prev: ailing in the March 
quarter with those of the previous quarter yields the 
following percentage reductions: Raw materials, 4:3; 
semi-finished goods, 4:7; and finished goods, 5-2. 

Among the individual groups of commodities, 
chemical products, minerals and metals, and building 
materials cheapened throughout the March quarter, the 
net decreases of prices between December and March 
amounting to 4:1 per cent., 5-0 per cent., and 4:3 per 
cent. ‘Textiles became dearer in February and March, 
and were dearer in the latter month as compared with 
December by about one per cent. Comparing the aver- 
age prices of the March quarter with those for the 
December quarter, it will be seen that chemical _pro- 
duets were cheaper by 4-6 per cent., textiles by 2-7 per 
cent., minerals and metals by 4:3 per cent., and 
building materials by 6-2 per cent. 


UNITED STATES 


The following figures are those compiled by the 
United States Bureau of Labour Statistics on the basis 
of average monthly prices 


(Average of 1926 = 100) 
































Quarterly Averages 
Aver- | Aver- 
oe 7. ee age | age | | 
Groups of Commodities | 55 for | Jan.—| Apr.-| July—| Oct.- | Jan.- 
1929 | 1930 | Mar., | June, | Sept.,| Dec., | Mar., 
1930 | 1930 | 1930 | 1930 | 1931 
ss 
| | 
Farm products ... ..- 1104°9 | 88-5 | 97-9 | 92-6 | 84-4 | 79-0 | 71>: 
Foods ee 99-7 90-2 95°95 92-4 87°5 | 85-4 78:0 
Hides and leather pro- 
ducts ... ? . 1109-2 1100-0 1104-1 1102-6 99-6 93-9 87°5 
Textile products ... | 93°7 | 80°8 | 88-1 | 84°1 | 77-7 | 73-2 | 70-2 
uel and lighting .- | 81°6 | 76°1 78°7 | 77°4 | 75°71 72-5 | 68-0 
Me ‘tals - and metal pro- |104°4 95-3 |100°9 97-0 92°9 90-2 89-1 
ducts . — 
Buil lin g mi: iteri: ils - | 97°1 | 9O°-3 | 95-8 | 92-5 | 87°61 85-3 | 82-2 
Chemicals and drugs ... 94-4 88-7 | 92°2 89:9 | 87-2 85°3 | 82-6 
House-furnishing ae 96°9 | 95°7 | 96°9 | 96-2 | 95-8 | 98-9 | 90-9 
Miscellaneous .. .. | 80°5 | 73°5 | 78:5 | 76°88 | 70-9 | 67°8 | 64°4 
Raw materials ... 97°5 | 84°5 | 91-7 | 87°5 | 81-7 77°00 | 71°0 
Semi-manufac tured 
articles om 96°5 | 82-4 | 91-9 | 84°5 | 78-1 | 75-1 | 72-6 
Finished produc ts 96-2 | 88°4 | 92-6 | 90-6 | 386°6 | 83-7 | 79-4 
on-agricultural com- 
modities _ .- | 94°4 | 85°9 | 90-6 | 87-9 | 84-1 | 81-0 | 77-0 
General Index ... woe | 96°5 86: + 92-1 | 88-9 | 84-1 | 80°5 | 75-7 


























Food prices continued to fall in the March quarter, 
and, on the average, the quotations for March were 
below those for December by 6-2 per cent. The average 
prices of the March quarter show a reduction of 8-7 per 
cent. as compared with those of the December quarter. 

Ihe index figures calculated for raw materials, semi- 
manufactured articles, and finished goods indicate a 
decline throughout the March quarter of the prices of 
the commodities classified in these groups. In March, 
as compared with December, raw materials were 
cheaper by 6:5 per cent., semi-manufactured articles by 
28 per cent. and finished goods by 4:3 per cent.; it 
may be of interest to note that the index of semi- 
manufactured articles for March was almost unchanged 
from February. Compared with the December quarter, 
the average prices of raw materials for the March 
quarter were lower by 7°8 per cent., semi-manufactured 
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articles by 3-3 per cent., and finished goods by 5:1 per 
cent. 

Textile products, fuel and lighting, and chemicals 
and drugs declined without check during the March 


quarter. The index figures for the groups of hides and 
leather products and miscellaneous commodities 


showed advances in March. For the first-named group 
the rise was attributed to appreciable increases in the 
prices of hides and skins, slight decreases being reported 
for leather and boots and shoes. In the group of mis- 
cellaneous commodities, cattle feed moved sharply 
upward, while paper and pulp, and crude rubber 
weakened. Prices of the commodities in the groups of 
metals and metal products, building materials, and 
house-furnishing goods were practically unchanged in 
March from the previous month, after successive falls 
in January and February. The net reduction in the 
prices of ‘fuel and lighting between December and 
March amounted to 8°5 per cent. ; for hides and leather 
products and textile products to between 4 and 5 per 
cent.; for building materials, chemicals and drugs, and 
the commodities in the miscellaneous group to between 
8 and 4 per cent.; and for metals and metal products, 
and house-furnishing goods to 1 per cent. or less. A 
comparison of the average prices of the March quarter 
with those of the previous quarter gives the following 
average percentage reductions:—Hides and leather 
products, 6-8; fuel and lghting, 6-3; textiles, 4-1; 
building materials, 3-6; chemicals and drugs, 3:2; 
house-furnishing goods, 3-2; and metals and metal 
products, 1-2. 


BRITISH POSTAL TRAFFIC 
AVERAGE DAILY RECEIPTS 


The average receipts of the Post Office in Great 
Britain from postal traflic per working day for each 
month from January, 1930, to April, 1931, are shown 
below. ‘Telegraph and Telephone receipts, Savings 
Bank and Money and Postal Order business are 
excluded. The value of postage stamps used for 
receipt stamp and other revenue duties is included. 
The figures are an approximately correct index of the 
movement from month to month of the amount of 
postal traffic handled, expressed in terms of postage. 

Corresponding figures for earlier months from 
January, 1924, were given in the “ B.T.J.’’ of 
July 19, 1928, and January 23, 1930. The decline of 
1-2 per cent. in the average daily receipts in April 
this year as compared with April, 1930, may perhaps 
be attributable to the incidence of Easter in the two 
years. Last year the pre-EKaster postal traffie would 
be wholly in April, while this year, with Good Friday 
falling on April 3, it is probable that some of this 
traffic swelled the March total. Taking January and 
February together, there was a decline this year of 
O-1 per cent., and taking March and April together, 
there was an increase of 0-5 per cent. 


























Percentage Variations 
Average Amount 
of Money received} Proportion to re- 
, Dail ceipts in the corre- ' 
Period y aetna period of Proportion 
1924 of 
change, 
1930-1931 
1930 1931 1930 1931 

£ £ Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. 

January... | 130,634 | 128,857 122-2 120-5 — 1-4 

February | 125,613 | 127,125 119-7 121-1 + 1-2 

March 130,718 | 133,159 120-1 122-3 + 1-9 

April... | 131,554 | 129,974 117-9 116-5 — 1-2 
May ... | 130,859 116-8 
June... |: 130,125 114:°5 
July... | 132,387 115-1 
August ... | 122,788 113-0 
September | 131,522 114-2 
October... | 136,502 115-8 
November } 135,045 117-1 
December | 174,028 119-7 
Year... | 134,315 117-2 























666 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL May 21, 1931 
ANNOUNCEMENTS—Continued 
Announcements ENQUIRIES 





VISIT OF H.M. SENIOR TRADE 
COMMISSIONER IN AUSTRALIA 


The Department of Overseas Trade announce that 
Mr. R. W. Dalton, C.M.G., H.M. Senior Trade Com- 
missioner in Australia, is in London on an official visit. 


Mr. Dalton will be available at the offices of the 
Department until May 30 to interview manufacturers 
and merchants interested in the export of British goods 
to Australia. He will also visit a number of industrial 
centres in the Provinces. 

Firms desiring interviews with Mr. Dalton in 
London, or information regarding his arrangements to 
visit provincial centres, should apply to the Comp- 
troller-General, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W. 1 (quoting the reference 
1452/1931). 


VISIT OF H.M. TRADE COMMISSIONER 
AT SINGAPORE 


The Department of Overseas Trade announce that 
Mr. R. Boulter, C.M.G., H.M. Trade Commissioner 
at Singapore, will shortly be in London on an official 
visit. 

Mr. Boulter will be available at the offices of the 
Department during the period June 1 to 12 to inter- 
view manufacturers and merchants interested in the 
export of British goods to British Malaya. 

Firms desiring interviews with Mr. Boulter at the 
Department should apply to the Comptroller-General, 
Department of Overseas Trade, 85, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1 (quoting reference 2861/1/381). 


MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT, 1926 


REFERENCE TO STANDING COMMITTEE: 
FOOTWEAR MADE WHOLLY OR PARTLY 
OF RUBBER 


In aecordance with the provisions of Section 2, Sub- 
section (4) of the Merchandise Marks Act, 1926, the 
Board of Trade give notice that in pursuance of an 
application received by them for the making of an 
Order-in-Council to require imported goods of the fol- 
lowing classes or descriptions :— 

(1) Boots, shoes and slippers made wholly or mainly 
of rubber; 

(2) overshoes (including goloshes and snowboots) 
with or without heels, made of rubber or rubber in com- 
bination with textile materials; 


(3) rubber-soled footwear with uppers made wholly 
or mainly of textile materials (including paper) where 
the soles are not stitched to the uppers; 

(4) footholds made wholly or mainly of rubber; 


to bear an indication of origin, they have made a refer- 
ence to the Standing Committee appointed by them 
under the Act in respect thereof. 

Attention is called to the fact that, while under the 
provisions of the above Act the Committee must in 
every case referred to them consider whether the goods 
should bear an indication of origin at the time of sale 
or exposure for sale, they may also at their discretion 
consider and report upon the question whether such 
goods should bear an indication of origin at the time of 
importation. 

Representatives of any interests substantially affected 
by the application who desire to be heard in opposition 
at the Public Enquiry, which will be held later by the 
Committee, should communicate with the Secretary, 
Mr. E. W. Reardon, at the Board of Trade Offices, 
Great George Street, London, 5.W. 1, as early as pos- 
sible, and in any case not later than June 24, 1931. 





The following is a brief list of the classes and 
descriptions of imported goods in regard to which 
Enquiries will be held later :— 

(1) Lattice reinforcements and stirrups of iron and 
steel for concrete construction. 

(2) Toys; games (other than sports requisites). 

(3) Slider fasteners. 


Any communication on the subject of these 
Enquiries should be addressed to Mr. E. W. Reardon, 
at the Board of Trade Offices, Great George Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 


HINTS FOR COMMERCIAL VISITORS 
TO MEXICO 


A Memorandum containing hints for the guidance 
of commercial visitors to Mexico has been prepared 
from information furnished by H.M. Consul-Genera] 
at Mexico City. 

United Kingdom firms interested may obtain copies 
of the Memorandum on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
5.W. 1 (quoting Reference C. 35381). 


HINTS FOR COMMERCIAL VISITORS 
TO URUGUAY 


A Memorandum containing hints for the guidance 
of commercial visitors to Uruguay has been prepared 
trom information furnished by H.M. Vice-Consul at 
Montevideo. 

United Kingdom firms interested may obtain copies 
of the Memorandum on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (quoting Reference C. 3523). 


CONTROL OF STAPLE INDUSTRIES 
IN JAPAN 


A Bill has recently been passed providing for the 
control of staple industries, but no date has yet been 
fixed for it to enter into force. The Bill provides that 
when at least half of the persons engaged in the same 
staple industry enter into agreements controlling pro- 
duction or sales, the agreement shall be reported to the 
competent Minister of State, who shall have power to 
alter or annul the agreement or to make it binding on 
the whole industry. 

A translation of the Bill may be seen at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1, or a copy can be furnished if desired. 
(Reference No. 26231/31 should be quoted.) 


REGISTRATION OF TRADE MARKS IN SIAM 


An Act providing for the registration of Trade Marks 
in Siam was promulgated in the Siamese Government 
‘* Gazette *’ on April 1, and will come into force on 
October 1. 

Section 15 of this Act provides that under certain 
conditions all applications made prior to the date of 
the Act coming into force will be deemed to have been 
made on that date. 

Copy of an English translation of the Act may be 
consulted in the Public Library of the Patent Office, 
25, Southampton Buildings, London, W.C. 2. 

No regulations have yet been made prescribing fees 
to be paid and the procedure to be followed. 





An Announcement regarding H.M. The King’s recog- 
nition of gallantry at sea will be found on page 684. 
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Trade and Industry 





BRITISH EMPIRE 
UNITED KINGDOM 


COAL OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT 
We give below a statement of the coal output and the 
sumber of wage-earners at the mines in Great Britain for 
the week ended May 9, 1931, together with the figures for 


the previous week. 
































Week ended Week ended 
—" May 2 May 9 
Districts Waar. Waae- 
Output Earners Output Earners 
Tons Tons 

Northumberland ... | 248,900 45,000 | 263,500 45,000 

Durham ... .-- | 589,400 | 118,800 | 612,800 | 118,300 

Yorkshire ... ion 740,600 | 163,200 | 939,600 | 161,900 
Lancashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales | 366,300 85,000 | 358,300 84,900 
Derby, Nottingham 

and Leicester 546,200 | 113,400 | 649,100 | 113,300 
Stafford, Worcester, 

SalopandWarwick | 356,100 71,300 | 354,500 71,200 
South Wales and 

Monmouthshire... | 874,400 | 157,800 | 733,100 | 158,900 
Other English Dis- 

tricts* ... nt 112,100 24,500 | 116,300 24,500 

Scotland ... ... | 585,300 89,300 | 546,600 87,900 

Total ... 4,419,300 | 868,300 |4,573,800 | 865,900 








Districr Outruts IN APRIL 


The estimated quantity of saleable coal raised in Great 
Britain during last month was as follows (the previous 


nonth’s figures are given for comparison) :— 














Districts April March 
Tons Tons 
Northumberland ... are 1,082,700 1,198,900 
Durham oven om tn 2,538,609 2,886,800 
Yorkshire we ee — 3,279,300 3,091,500 
Lancashire, Cheshire and North 
Wales ais ban a — 1,466,000 1,673,100 
Derby, Nottingham and Leicester 2,514,400 2,339,500 
Stafford, Worcester, Salop and 
Warwick ... — dies — 1,399,700 1,572,700 
South Wales and Monmouthshire 3,307,000 3,463,700 
Other English Districts* ... 444,400 483,600 
Scotland... ve we 2,541,500 2,681,400 
Total inl eee . | 18,573,600 19,391,200 











* Including Cumberland, Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset, 


and Kent. 


CATALOGUE OF PLANS OF ABANDONED 


MINES 


The Secretary of Mines announces the publication of 
Volume V (Scotland), the final volume of the new Catalogue 


of Plans of Abandoned Mines. 


In a work of this magnitude and difficulty it is not possible 
to ensure full completeness and accuracy, but during the five 
years which have been devoted to the preparation of the 
Catalogue, all possible steps have been taken to make it as 
complete, as accurate, and as informative as possible. The 
Secretary for Mines will be grateful for any supplementary 


information or corrections. 


The Volume covers not only the large collection of plans of 
abandoned coal and metalliferous mines at the Department, 
but also many plans in private ownership, particulars of 
which have been included by the courtesy of the owners. In 
all, it contains entries for about 7,000 plans, and it gives for 
each plan, so far as it has been possible to obtain the infor- 
nation, particulars of the coal seam or other mineral worked 
and data from which the approximate position and probable 
extent of the workings can be seen on the 6-in. scale sheets 


of the Ordnance Survey. 


It contains also a large number of 


references to abandoned mines the plans of which have not 


been found. 


The primary object in preparing the Catalogue has been to 
assist those engaged in the mining industry in dealing with 
the problem of danger from accumulations of water and the 
other problems that may arise from the existence of old 
workings in proximity to present-day workings. The Cata- 
logue may be of service also to persons interested in mineral 
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prospecting and development and to others who, for various 
reasons, may be interested in the question of surface sub- 
sidence in particular localities. 

Volume V of the Catalogue is now on sale and copies can 
be obtained through any bookseller, or directly from H.M. 
Stationery Office, Adastral House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2; York Street, Manchester; 1, St. Andrew’s Crescent, 
Cardiff ; 120, George Street, Edinburgh. The price of the 
Volume, which has been fixed merely to cover the bare cost 
of printing, is lds. net (with postage, 15s. 6d.). 

The following Volumes are also on sale, price per volume 
lds. net, post tree 15s. 6d. Volume I.—Cheshire, Cumber- 
land, Durham, Lancashire, Northumberland, Westmorland 
and the Isle of Man; Volume II.—Cornwall, Devonshire, 
Dorsetshire, Gloucestershire, Kent, Somersetshire, Stafford- 
shire and Worcestershire; Volume III. — Derbyshire, 
Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Norfolk, Northamptonshire, 
Nottinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Warwickshire and Yorkshire; 
and Volume [V.—Wales, Monmouth and Salop. 


LABOUR AND OUTPUT IN THE COAL-MINING 
INDUSTRY 

In a Paper read at a meeting of the Royal Statistical 
Society on May 19, the President, Sir Josiah Stamp, G.B.E., 
LL.D., being in the Chair, Dr. E. C. Rhodes gave the results 
of an analysis of figures obtained mainly from the Quarterly 
Statistical Summaries of output, man-shifts worked, etc., in 
the Coal Industry, issued by the Mines Department. 

The statistics referred separately to the six main producing 
districts, South Wales, Scotland, Lancashire, Midlands (in- 
cluding Yorkshire), Durham and Northumberland, and 
embraced two periods, the first from 1921 to 1926, the year of 
the Coal Stoppage, the second from 1926 up to 1930. The 
legal maximum in the first period was the seven-hour day, in 
the second period the eight-hour day. The figures analysed 
related to output, man-shifts worked, the number of persons 
employed, and the number of days the mines wound coal. 

In general, when an examination is made of published 
statistics relating to Industry as a whole, which indicate the 
changes in output from one period to another, such as the 
Board of Trade Index of Production or the London and 
Cambridge Economic Service Index of Production, and other 
statistics relating to employment, such as the figures of the 
number of workpeople insured and the numbers unemployed 
issued by the Ministry of Labour, it is difficult to estimate 
truly the relative changes in output per unit of labour em- 
ployed on account of the fact that changes may be continu- 
ally operating in the number of days worked in the period or 
the number of hours in the day or week, and these changes 
may not be known with any great degree of accuracy. 

On the other hand, the coal-mining industry is one for 
which quite comprehensive information is available relating 
to its working as a whole, the best unit of labour being used, 
the man-shift, in addition to the numbers employed. For 
this industry, then, we can follow over a period of time the 
changes which take place in the working results, the number 
of units of labour (man-shifts) necessary at different times 
to produce unit output (a ton of coal). 

Quite considerable changes take place in working results 
as time goes on, when the demand for coal changes. For 
instance, in some districts there is a rise in the output in the 
winter months over that in the summer months, and thus 
greater relative output is obtained by relatively less labour 
units expended, owing to the fact that mines are winding 
coal relatively more days in the winter than in the summer. 
Furthermore, if the seasonal changes are ignored and atten- 
tion is concentrated on the gradual changes in output which 
are produced in a longer period than a few months, by 
changes in demand due to non-seasonal alterations in the 
state of trade, the analysis shows that to meet a gradually 
increasing demand for coal in some districts, the number of 
days the mines wind coal is first increased, and later the 
number of men employed is also increased. Afterwards, 
when boom conditions cease to exist the lessened output is 
met first by decreasing the number of days worked and later 
by decreasing the number of workers employed. There is 
apparent a distinct time-lag of some months between the 
changes in the length of time worked and in the numbers 
employed. 

The analysis also shows that the best working results, i.e., 
relatively fewer labour units producing unit output, are 
obtained in some district when the number of days of coal- 
winding is as large as possible and the number of men em- 
ployed is as small as possible. For some time after boom 
conditions of output cease to obtain, the output costs rela- 
tively more in labour units, because the number of men 
employed is practically stationary or may even be increasing, 
while the number of coal-winding days is being decreased. 

Attention was drawn to the changes taking place in a time 
of varying demand to the distribution of the output among 
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TRADE AND INDUSTRY—Continued 
CORN PRICES 


The following statement shows the average price of 
British corn per cwt. of 112 Imperial pounds* as received 
from the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 
May 16, 1931, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, ang 
the Corn Sales Act, 1921 :— 
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the producing units, the mines: changes which are due to 
mines closing down, new mines starting, work being stopped 
at particular places in a mine, and work being started at 
new places in a mine. Such changes as these may be wholly 
responsible for the changes observed in working results. 
Also changes have taken place in the technique of coal- 
getting, the installation of machines for cutting coal, etc., 
which help to reduce the labour cost. Finally, the difficulties 




















of making a comparison for the districts as a whole between A Pri 

working results when the shorter and longer shifts are na see ee ey 

operating were considered, difficulties involving the change Period 

in the distribution of the output among the miners and the Wheat | Barley Oats 

various working places in the mines before 1926 and after 

1926, for these changes themselves are likely to produce 

changes in working results for a whole district, and in two s. d. s. d. s. d. 

districts where this comparison was felt to be possible, in one Week ended May 16, 1931 ... 5 8 6 9 6 8 

case an improvement was noticeable, in the other case no Corresponding weeks in— 

improvement was apparent, when allowance was made for vid one one vee = : ~~ h- : 

the change in the length of the shift. 1999 - - “| os 10 4 > a 

1930 ove eee ove 8 9 7 9 6 8 

APRIL 

















IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTION IN 


The National Federation of Iron and Steel Manufacturers 
reports that 323,200 tons of pig iron were produced in 
April, as compared with 357,100 tons in March, 619,600 
tons in April, 1930, and a monthly average of 855,000 tons 
in 1913. 

The April production of pig iron included 74,000 tons of 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by 
Section 2 of the Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that in the 
weekly summary of quantities and prices each sort of British 
corn shall be computed with reference to the hundredweight of 
one hundred and twelve Imperial standard pounds. 


hematite, 122,800 tons of basic, 97,200 tons of foundry, and AUSTRALIA 
16,200 tons of forge pig iron. - ree 
PRODUCE SHIPMENTS 


The number of blast furnaces in operation at the end of 
April was 78, as compared with 81 at the beginning of the 
month and 151 a year ago. 

The April output of steel ingots and castings amounted 
to 397,400 tons, compared with 500,100 tons in March, 
696,100 tons in April, 1930, and a monthly average of 
638,600 tons in 1913. 

The following table shows the average monthly produc- 


Cabled advice to the High Commissioner for the 
Commonwealth in London shows that during the period 
April 29 to May 4 the following quantities of Australian 
produce were shipped to various United Kingdom and 
Continental ports, per s.s. “‘ Ballarat,’’ s.s. ‘* Ferndale,” 
s.s. ‘‘ Otranto,’’ and s.s. ‘‘ Peshwur ’’ :— 




























































































tion of pig iron and steel ingots and castings in the years PD Quan- ' Ques 
1924-30, and the production in each month from April, Commodity | tity Commodity tity 
1930 :— ) | 
Beef... crops 14,687 | Cheese crates 6,179 
Period | Pig Iron ny Paar Beef... hinds 15,584 | Milk, preserved cases DM) 
Beef, rump... bags 13 | Tallow casks 209 
Beef... 200 lbs. | 201,742 | Tallow pipes 107 
Tons Tons Beef... buttocks 391 | Flour . centals 18,911 
1924. Average monthly ... 609.000 683,400 Mutton ...carcases 19,200 | Barley . centals 5.618 
1925. Average monthly ... 521,800 615,500 Mutton hindquarters 794 | Wine ... gallons | 45,928 
1926. Average monthly ... 204,800 299,700 Lamb ...carcases | 24,636 | Wool, greasy bales 3,634 
1927. Average monthly ... 607,700 758,100 Pork .. .Carcases 3,582 | Wool, scoured bales 993 
1928. Average monthly ... 550,800 710,000 Veal... cases 74 | Sheepskins No. | 127,088 
1929. Average monthly ... 632,400 803,000 Veal... bags 183 | Apples cases | 193,393 
1930. Average monthly ... 516,400 608,200 Meats cases 1,480 | Apples . $cases 389 — 
1930. April , 619,600 696,100 Tongues bags 415 | Pears cases 3.827 “ a 
May 614,500 691,900 Tongues crates 205 | Pears . 3 cases 420 Bullion 
June 563,200 600,100 Tongues, canned Pears . $ cases 63] ns 
July... 486,109 621,400 cases 10 | Pears trays 1,859 lot 
August 416,700 451,300 Cheeks bags 335 | Pears, sets trays 305 i 
September ... 425.000 580,600 Hearts bags 434 | Pears, canned cases 4,050 a 
October 415,000 512,500 Kidneys bags 76 | Pine apples, canned a oe 
November ... 384,100 433,800 Kidneys crates 137 cases 1,000 Canber: 
December ... 349,800 337,200 Kidneys boxes 163 | Peaches, canned month 
1931, January 337,200 402,200 Tails bags 80 cases 12,335 commoc 
February 318,200 486,400 Briskets bags 185 | Apricots, canned and in 
March 357,100 500,100 Skirts bags 75 cases 535 and Fi 
April 323,200 397,400 Livers bags 227 | Apricots tons y Austral 
Livers crates 163 | Sultanas tons 1,329 
Rabbits crates 2,348 | Currants tons 978 
Rabbits, boned cases 100 | Lexias tons 145 
ROAD VEHICLES IN GREAT BRITAIN vemaad en, an / 
— vl 
A return has been issued by the Ministry of Transport 
giving particulars of the number of motor vehicles regis- : H.M 
tered for the first time under the Roads Act, 1920, during OVERSEAS TRADE IN MARCH me 
al Lael : 2 » eo nine months 
ae oe roger? egy 3 ws dogy 4 a eaeep In the undernoted statement of the imports into and firures 
Wc. 2 eee creit ~~ _— wee iii exports from Australia for the month of March, 1931, the sat 
ag) : ' values are given in British and Australian currency. The 
The number of ~igll motor vehicles registered was 32,889, necessary adjustments of values have been calculated at the 
as compared with 37,565 in March, 1930, the figures for the approximate rates of exchange :— a 
several classes being thus :— 
March March BriTIsH CURRENCY Trade i 
Class 193] 1930 ' Domest 
Re-exp 
Imports Exports Stocks 
Cars taxed on horse-power 18,073 18,848 house 
A i cee | een,» Ages 7,759 11,727 
Hackney vehicles 1,033 1,046 £ ' 
Goods vehicles ... _ _ es 5,281 5,475 Merchandise 4,148,919 || Merchandise 7,025,719 Export 
Other vehicles... _ pes _— 743 469 Bullion and specie 46,487 || Bullion and specie 702,551 Export 
Total 32,889 37,565 Total 4,195,406 Total 7,728,266 
j _— 
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THE BEST LOCATION 


An exclusive register of most excellent 
sites possessing the following advantages 
is available for inspection. 


Low-priced land in low-rated districts. 

Good labour supplies. 

Coal, coke and raw materials within 
easy reach. 

Availability of shipping facilities, 
London, Bristol, Liverpool, Cardiff, 
Newport, Swansea and Plymouth. 


Cheap lighting and power. 
Ample water supply. 


Adjacent to large centres of population 
and industrial areas. 


Advice freely given as to the best location 
to suit your particular requirements, 
including prospective transport charges, on 
application to:— 


The Chief Goods Manager, 
Development Department. 
G.W.R. Paddington Station, W.2. 


JAMES MILNE, 


Paddington Station, 
General Manager. W.2. 
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AUSTRALIAN CURRENCY 

















Imports Exports 
£ £ 
Merchandise 5,393,595 || Merchandise 9,168,558 
Bullion and specie 60,433 || Bullion and specie 916,722 
Total 5,454,028 Total 10,085,280 

















A cablegram from the Prime Minister’s Department, 
Canberra, states that, counting the gold production of the 
month as merchandise, the favourable balance of trade in 
commodities for March was, in British currency, £3,046,796, 
and in Australian currency, £3,994,688.—Official Sccretary 
and Financial Adviser in London to the Commonwealth of 
Australia. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA 
TRADE OF ZANZIBAR, JANUARY-FEBRUARY 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in East Africa has forwarded a 
statement of the trade of Zanzibar during the first two 
months of the current year, together with the comparative 
figures for the corresponding months of 1930, as under :— 

















Particulars 1931 1930 
Rs. Rs. 
Trade imports 19,30,930 31,75,966 
Domestic exports ... 15,64,444 23,29,842 
Re-exports ... wae Pa an 3,71,385 5,76,255 
Stocks in hand in transit ware- 
houses at February 28 ... 7,02,568 4,84,970 
Cwts. Cwts. 
Export of cloves 16,766 29,076 
Export of copra 49,000 51,654 








| 
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BRITISH INDIA 


OVERSEAS TRADE IN MARCH AND THE 
FISCAL YRKAKR 


The trade returns of British India for March, as com- 
pared with the preceding month, showed a decrease in the 
value of imports with increases in exports and re-exports, 
states a press note forwarded by H.M. Trade Commissioner 
at Calcutta from the Department of Commercial Intelli- 
gence and Statistics. 

Imports of private merchandise totalled Rs. 13,02 lakhs, 
a decline of Rs. 63 lakhs, as compared with the preceding 
month. The value of exports of Indian produce and manu- 
factures rose by Rs. 66 lakhs from Ks. 14,72 lakhs in 
February to Rs. 15,38 lakhs, and re-exports also increased 
by Rs. 2 lakhs to Rs. 43 lakhs. The comparison of the 
trade figures for March last with those for the preceding 
month and the corresponding month of last year is set 
forth below :— 





Increase (+) or Decrease 
(—) in March, 1931, as 
compared with February, 
1931 


February, 
1931 


March, 


Movement 1931 








Rs. (lakhs) | Rs. (lakhs)} Rs. (lakhs) | Per cent. 











Imports ... 13,02 13,65 — 63 | . 4-6 
Exports... 15,38 14,72 + 66 | + 4-5 
Re-exports 43 4] | t 2 + 4-9 
Increase (+) or Decrease 
March, March, (—) in March, 1931, as 
Movement 1931 1930 compared with March, 


1930 








Rs. (lakhs) | Rs. (lakhs) } Rs. (lakhs) Per cent. 











Imports ... 13,02 20,88 — 7,86 — 37-6 

Exports ... 15,38 27,44 | —12,06 — 43-9 

Re-exports 43 638 | — 20 | —3)]-7 
| | 
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TRADE AND INDUSTRY—Continued 


Taking the vear ended March, 1931, as a whole there 
were decreases under imports, exports and re-exports as 
compared with the preceding year. The figures are 
exhibited in the table below :— 





April—March. (—) in 1930-31 as 


Movement 
1929-30 | compared with 1929-30 


1930-31 


| Twelve months, Increase (+) or Decrease 
/ 
| 
} 





Rs. (lakhs) | Rs. (lakhs) | Rs. (lakhs) Per cent. 





| 
Imports... | 164,83 240,80 | — 75,97 —31-5 
Exports ... | 220,46 310,80 — 90,34 — 29-1 
Re-exports | 5,14 7,13 — 1,99 —27°9 








Treasure on private account, including currency notes, 
showed a net import of Rs. 1,00 lakhs in March last, as 
against Rs. 3,71 lakhs in the preceding month and Rs. 2,22 
lakhs in March, 1930. The import and export figures of 
gold and silver during the year ended March, 1931, com- 
pare as follows with those for the preceding year. 





Increase (--) or 
Decrease (— ) in 
1930-31 as compared 
with 1929-30 


April—March. 
1930-31 


Movement 


Twelve months, | 
1929-30 | 





j 


| Rs. (lakhs) | Rs. (lakhs) Rs. (lakhs) 
Gold imported 13,25 14,23 — 98 
Gold exported | 49 I +48 
Silver imported | 13,46 13,36 +10 
Silver exported | 1,8] 47 + $4 








Measured by the statistics of merchandise and treasure, 
the total visible balance of trade in March was Rs. 1,95 
lakhs in favour of India, as compared with an adverse 
balance of Rs. 2,20 lakhs in February, 1931, and of Rs. 5,23 
lakhs in favour in March, 1930. During the year ended 
March, 1931, the visible balance of trade in merchandise 
and treasure was Rs. 37,55 lakhs in favour of India, as 
compared with a tavourable balance of Rs. 52,78 lakhs in 
the preceding year. The balance of remittances of funds 
in March, 1931, was minus Rs. 2 lakhs and in the twelve 
months ended March, 1931, plus Rs. 8 lakhs. 


CHANGES IN IMPORTS AND Exports 


As compared with March, 1930, imports of food, drink 
and tobacco in March last fell by Rs. 1,20 lakhs to Rs. 2,07 
lakhs, those of raw materials by Rs. 25 lakhs to Rs. 1,93 
lakhs, and of manufactured articles by Rs. 6,36 lakhs to 
Rs. 8,72 lakhs. The decrease under food, drink and tobacco 
was attributable chiefly to a falling off in the imports of 
sugar, 16 D.S. and above (excluding beet), which amounted 
to 33,000 tons, valued at Rs. 35 lakhs, as compared with 
80,000 tons, valued at Rs. 109 lakhs, in March, 1930. 
[mports of beet sugar, however, recorded an increase from 
6,000 tons, valued at Rs. 8 lakhs, to 20,000 tons, valued 
at Rs. 20 lakhs. Imports of wheat rose from 38,000 tons 
to 42,000 tons in quantity, but the value fell from Rs. 55 
lakhs to Rs. 31 lakhs. Under spices, betelnuts recorded a 
fall of Rs. 8 lakhs, on account of lesser importation from 
the Straits Settlements. Imports of liquors and provisions 
also declined in value by Rs. 9 lakhs each. Cigarettes, 
which were valued at Rs. 22 lakhs in March, 1930, shrank 
to Rs. 12 lakhs in the month under review. Under raw 
materials, kerosene oil showed a decline of 12 million 
gallons in quantity and of Rs. 64 lakhs in value. Imports 
of raw cotton, on the other hand, chiefly from Egypt and 
Kenya Colony, increased by 6,000 tons in quantity and by 
Rs. 55 lakhs in value. Under manufactured articles imports 
of cotton varn and manufactures declined by Rs. 3,46 lakhs. 
Imports of twist and yarn recorded a slight decrease of 
200,000 Ibs. in quantity and of Rs. 10 lakhs in value. 
Imports of cotton piece-goods showed decreases under all 
the three sub-divisions, grey, white and coloured. Imports 
of grey goods amounted to 24 million yards, valued at Rs. 39 
lakhs, as compared with 82 million yards, valued at Rs. 1,71 
lakhs, in March, 1930; those of white and coloured goods 
totalled 26 and 17 million vards, valued at Rs. 50 lakhs 
and Rs. 42 lakhs, as against 51 and 47 million yards, valued 
at Rs. 1,34 lakhs and Rs. 1,41 lakhs, respectively, a year 
ago. The imports of iron and steel fell by Rs. 63 lakhs, 
ot which sheets and plates accounted for Rs. 39 lakhs. 
Machinery and millwork, including belting, showed a 
decrease of Rs. 53 lakhs. The other noticeable decreases 
were under hardware (— Rs. 12 lakhs), paper (— Rs. 9 
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TRADE AND INDUSTRY—Continued 


lakhs), cotton hosiery and soap (— Rs. 8 lakhs each), while 
there was an increase under aniline dyes (4- Rs. 12 lakhs). 

Exports of food, drink and tobacco in March, 1931, com. 
pared with March, 1930, fell by Rs. 4,01 lakhs to Rs, 3.45 
lakhs, due mainly to a decrease in the exports of rice. 
{xports of rice declined from 493,000 tons to 275,000 tons 
in quantity and in value from Rs. 5,94 lakhs to Rs. 1,9 
lakhs. Exports of tea increased from 7 million lbs. ig 
9 million lbs. in quantity and from Rs. 48 lakhs to Rs. 62 
lakhs in value. Coffee, on the other hand, recorded , 
decrease of 5,000 cwts. in quantity and of Rs. 15 lakhs jy 
value. Raw materials and produce exported decreased by 
Rs. 5,38 lakhs to Rs. 8,21 lakhs. Under this group, ray 
cotton recorded a decrease of 12,000 tons in quantity and 
of Rs. 2,71 lakhs in value. Of the total shipments of 
78,400 tons, Japan took 42,000 tons, or 54 per cent., Ching 
7,200 tons, or 9 per cent., France 6,500 tons, Italy 6,000 
tons, Germany 5,800 tons, the United Kingdom 4,800 tons, 
and Belgium 2,600 tons, while the remainder went mainly to 
Spain and the Netherlands. Shipments of raw _ jute 
recorded an increase from 44,600 tons to 51,400 tons ip 
quantity with a decrease in value from Rs. 133 lakhs to 
Rs. 82 lakhs. The exports of oilseeds fell by 12,000 tons in 
quantity and by Rs. 82 lakhs in value; groundnuts recorded 
a decrease of 11,000 tons in quantity and of Rs. 70 lakhs 
in value. There was also a decrease in the shipments of 
linseed, which amounted to 5,000 tons, valued at Rs. 8 
lakhs, as compared with 9,000 tons, valued at Rs. 21 lakhs, 
a year ago. Shipments of lac fell by 3,000 ewts. in quantity 
and by Rs. 23 lakhs in value. 


Exports of raw hides and skins declined from 5,700 tons, 
valued at Rs. 80 lakhs, to 3,600 tons, valued at Rs. 12 
lakhs. Other important declines were in raw _ wool 
(— Rs. 18 lakhs) and wood and timber (— Rs. 11 lakhs), 
Manufactured goods fell by Rs. 2,52 lakhs to Rs. 3,55 lakhs, 
The number of jute bags shipped declined from 44 millions 
in March, 1930, to 27 millions in March, 1931, and the value 
from Rs. 1,55 lakhs to Rs. 78 lakhs. The yardage of 
gunny cloth exported also shrank from 118 millions to 66 
millions and the value from Rs. 1,87 lakhs to Rs. 69 lakhs. 
Exports of tanned hides and skins declined by 400 tons in 
quantity and by Rs. 14 lakhs in value. Pig iron declined 
from 46,000 tons, valued at Rs. 21 lakhs, to 28,000 tons, 
valued at Rs. 10 lakhs. 


TRADE wi1tH ForREIGN CouNTRIES: SHIPPING 


The share of the United Kingdom in imports fell from 
44 per cent. in March, 1930, to 35 per cent. in March, 1931, 
while that in exports rose from 14 to 20 per cent. The 
shares of Germany, Japan and the United States in March 
last were 10, 10 and 8 per cent. respectively under imports 
and 8, 18 and 8 per cent. under exports. 


The tonnage of vessels entered into British India and 
cleared outwards with cargoes from and to foreign countries 
and British Possessions during March amounted respectively 
to 691,000 and 633,000, as against 639,000 and 592,000 in 
February, 1931, and 823,000 and 783,000 in March, 1930. 
During the year ended with March last the tonnage of 
vessels entered and cleared with cargoes amounted respec- 
tively to 7,900,000 and 7,910,000, as compared with 
8,375,000 and 8,858,000 in the preceding fiscal year. 


WEATHER AND CROPS 


The Indian Commercial Intelligence Department. 
Calcutta, reports as follows on the season and crops for the 
weeks ended on the dates stated :— 


RAINFALL AND Monsoon 


Calcutta, May 17.—-Rainfall has been nearly general in 
Assam on five days, in Lower Burma on three days, 10 
Kashmir, the North-West Frontier Province and_ the 
Punjab on two days and in Bengal, Tenasserim, Pegu and 
Upper Burma on one day. 

The monsoon has been vigorous in Lower Burma. 


Crop CONDITIONS AND PROSPECTS 


Madras, May 9.—Rainfall has been moderate in parts and 
light elsewhere. The condition of crops is unchanged. 


Bihar and Orissa, May 11.—Light rain has fallen in parts. 
There has been no rain elsewhere, and it is needed in 
Monghyr and Cuttack. The condition of crops is unchanged. 
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TRADE AND INDUSTRY—Continued 


Punjab, May 11.—There has been light rain in parts. The 
condition of crops is unchanged. Damage is reported to 
have been done to wheat by river floods in the district of 
Mianwali and to extra spring crops in the district of 
Guzerat. 


Central Provinces, May 11.—-The weather has been hot 
and occasionally cloudy. There have been light showers in 
parts of the Feudatory States. 


Bengal, May 13.—Rainfall has been generally moderate 
o heavy in North and East Bengal and light elsewhere. 
The rain has improved crop prospects. 


Assam, May 18.—The weather has been generally season- 
able, but heavy falls of rain have retarded agricultural 
operations in places. Crop outturns and prospects are fair. 


United Provinces, May 9.—Rainfall has been light in 


parts. Crops are doing well and the prospects are 
favourable. 


BRITISH MALAYA 

IMPORTS IN 1930 
The following details of various commodities imported 
into British Malaya during 1930, together with the com- 


parative figures for 1929, have been supplied by the Malayan 
Information Agency, London : — 





a 





Commodity 1930 1929 
| 
a : 
| Dols. Dols. 
Livestock... we - ... | 8,371,619 11,164,372 


Meat ae 3,933,411 3,762,162 
Oils, fats and resins 21,915,747 32,128, a 


Non-ferrous ores... 1,412,170 3,112,223 
Chemicals and drugs | 15,693,831 22,529,326 
Karthenware, glass and abresives | 10,922,516 15,647,172 
Electrical goods and apparatus | 5,059,030 6,906,119 
Leathorware eins pen’ 1,631,500 2,341,223 
Paperware 5,626,668 7,119,231 








Ry ibber na aoe ‘Tures 0,050,285 6,817,492 
Al yparel 2.087,792 9,926,890 
Silks a - ai ..- | 2,710,671 4,744,709 
Woollens ... | 1,324,161 2,648,820 
Lbs. , Lbs. 
Toilet soap 436,612 S38, 882 
Cwts. Cwts. 
Washing soap 118,847 136.982 
Tons Tons 
Sugar | 112,901 114,481 
] 
| Cases Cases 
Tinned milk 1,315,815 1,548,726 
No. No. 
Motor tyres, outer covers 212,146 | 278,628 
Inner tubes 122,953 147,105 








a 


BRITISH WEST AFRICA 


GAMBIAN TEXTILE IMPORTS IN MARCH 
QUARTER 


Imports of cotton piece-goods into Gambia during the first 
quarter of the current year were valued at £4,077, states the 
imperial Trade Correspondent at Bathurst. This total in- 
cluded bleached, £1,212, of which the United Kingdom sup- 
plied £1,067; coloured, £788 (French West African Posses- 
sions, £695); dyed, £1,062 (U.K., £747, and Belgium, £117) ; 
grey, £105 (all from the United Kingdom); and printed, 

£910 (U.K. £563, Germany £202 and France £121). 


COAST CROP AND EXPORTS 

The following telegram has been received from the 
Director of Agriculture, Gold Coast :— 

Cocoa crop prospects—April. Major Crop—Buyers very 
active. Very little left in growers’ hands except in distant 
areas. Quality average; crop movement less active now 
stocks exhausted. Shipments per steamer during April 
32,800 tons, as compared with 11,150 tons average for the 
last four years. Tonnage shipped from all ports from 
October 1 to end of April 182,050, as compared with 183,550 


GOLD COCOA 





TRADE AND INDUSTRY—Continued 


average for corresponding period of last four years. Rail 
tonnage April, Takoradi and Accra 1,650 and 4,900, 
as compared with 855 and 837 respectively. Tonnage arriv- 
ing by rail at Accra and Takoradi from October 1 to end of 
April 44,000 and 73,000, against average for last four years 
36,000 and 42,000 respectively. Minor Crop—Pods ripen- 
ing satisfactorily, harvesting started. In some localities 
yield per acre below normal. Present value has discouraged 
growers; may perhaps seriously affect harvesting. 


DESTINATIONS OF APRIL Exports 

The following telegram has been received from the Con- 
troller of Customs for the Gold Coast :— 

United Kingdom, 7,312 tons; United States, 12,930 tons; 
Holland, 6,383 tons; Germany, 5,449 tons; and other coun- 
tries, 700 tons.—Gold Coast Government Commercial In- 
telligence Bureau in London. 


CYPRUS 
FOREIGN TRADE IN MARCH 


The Trade Commissioner for Cyprus in London reports 
that during March last imports and exports amounted in 
value to £106, 076 and £105,474 respectively, as compared 
with the five years’ average for March (1926-30) of £141,306 
and £118,223 respectively. While the trade returns for 
imports for March show decreases amounting to £35,230 
and £32,193, as compared with the average for the past 
five years and the total for March, 1930, respectively, there 
was, on the other hand, an increase of £24,369 as compared 
with the total for February last. The figures for exports 
are more satisfactory with increases of £12,749 and £16,822, 
respectively, as compared with the quinquennial average 
and the total for March, 1930. There was also an advance 
of £26,524 as compared with the total value of exports in 
February last. 

For the three months ended March 31 the following are 
the values of imports and exports as compared with the 
same period last vear:— 











January—March | Imports Exports 
| 
res: meee 
£ | £ 
1930 _ oe one fi 390,073 | 304,551 
1931 - sind vee | 293,289 | 247,167 
Decrease | 96,784 57,384 





The principal declines in imports, as compared with 
March, 1930, were:-—beans and peas, — £1,516; iron and 
steel and manufactures thereot, — £4,561; machinery. 
— £8,690; petrol and benzine, — £3,865; sugar, — £1,123 
and woollen manufactures, — £1,990. There were advances 
in imports of flour, + £4,184; motor cars; edible oils, 
+ £1,595; and petroleum and _ paraffin. The principal 
decreases in exports as compared with March, 1930, were 
potatoes, and pyrites. There were 
carobs, raw cotton, embroidery and 
raisins, silk, raw or 


in asbestos, cheese, 
increases in barley, 
needlework, lemons and _ oranges, 
wound silk, and wines. 


Cuier Imports AND EXPORTS 
The following tables show the values of the chief imports 
and exports during March last, together with the com- 
parative figures for the five years’ average for March 
(1926-30) : 


IMPORTS 





March 
Commodity oe | (1926-30), 
| on Average 
| | 
£ | £ 
Cotton, yarns and wings 18,696 | 19,726 
Flour, wheaten | 14,004 | 17,497 
Woollen manufac tures. 5,678 | 5,931 
Machinery ; | 4,998 | 16,400 
Petroleum and paraffin | 4,879 3,178 
Leather and leather goods | 3,569 4,611 
Silk manufactures - | 3,508 2.425 
Tron and steel and manufac - | 
tures thereof 2,910 | 5,156 
Motor cars 2,524 | 3,127 
Sugar ... | 2,057 3,393 
Oils, edible | 2,027 | 1,475 
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TRADE AND INDUSTRY—Continued TRADE AND INDUSTRY—Continued May 
Thee 
EXPorRtTs ECUADOR 
dies March MARKET FOR DOMESTIC HARDWARE ANp 
Commodity “1931. (1926-30), HOLLOW-WARE 

bliin A Report on this subject has been furnished by the British 
Vice-Consul at Quito. Firms interested in the export of 
are a a, a domestic hardware and hollow-ware of British manufacture we 
. “1, > desirous of receiving a copy should communicate with the ag 
oe and oranges . 10,363 8,206 Department of Ov » al hr: ‘ade, 35, Old Queen Street, review ‘ 
otatoes 10,338 15,140 ml Sw. ] Refe - forelgn 

Seen 9332 24948 sondon, (quoting teference No. G.X. 10396). 1 | 

Asbestos 7,846 5,963 cabal 

Wine 6,642 3,950 a - 

Cotton, raw... 6,184 3,979 CZECHOSLOVAKIA Pal 

Articles of antiquity .. 6,003 56 FOREIGN TRADE IN MARCH 

Raisins... 4,748 6,327 aN — 

Animals, living” 3,420 1,976 The British Commercial Secretary at Prague reports that 

Silk, raw, or wound silk 2,542 2,150 imports and exports in March were provisionally valued at Imports 
880,634,000 crowns and 1,083,426,000 crs., while the totals Exports 

. for the first three months of the current year were 
SHIPPING 2,607 ,928,000 crs. and 3,085,160,000 crs. respectively. The Surplus 

Shipping continued good. During the month under trade balance for March was therefore favourable to the Deficit 
review 35 steamers called at Larnaca, 27 at Limassol and extent of 202,792,000 crs. and for the quarter 477,232,000 _ 
JO at Famagusta, as against an average last year of 27, crs., as compared with 136,036,000 crs. and 361,363,000 crs, 

30 and 25 respectively. respectively in 1930. The following table shows the values This ¢ 
of the chief trading groups during the periods under trade b 
review :— cessive 

SOUTH AFRICA — Hungar 
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS IN APRIL Moreh Jome-Seaneh edie 

The Department of Customs and Excise advise that the ay industri 
total imports through all Union ports for the month of Imports | Exports} Imports | Exports tural p 
April amounted in value to £4,419,000, compared with _ critical 
£5,297,000 for the corresponding month last year. Total TY growing 
exports were valued at £5,846,000, compared with Li 7 "ae , _ Thou. wenael™ industr! 
£6,180,000, made up as follows :—Merchandise, £2,058,000 ‘ah 7 or. 1,048 increase 

I , —_ ? 4 ee Foodstuffs and bever- a 
compared with £2,102,000; gold bullion and gold specie, ages 164,520 | 74,300 446,060 201,760 oe aw 

£3,586,000, compared with £3,791,000; and diamonds, Raw materials 378,024 | 173,094 | 1,160,051 515,332 the im 

£202,000, against £287,000.—Standard Bank of South Finished goods 320,826 | 833,307 948,042 | 2,358,054 Amon 

Africa, Pretoria Office. Precious metals and | reducti 

coins 3,117 499 8,272 2.966 +, 48 n 

93 mill 

FOREIGN Cu1eF Imports AND Exports “ca 

The following table shows the values of the chief imports “i pt 

ESTONIA and exports during March last and the three months ended oll . 

FOREIGN TRADE IN MARCH March 31 :— varn, b 

The British Consul at Tallinn | reports that the Imports Exports cg 
total turnover of foreign trade during March last was her i 
10,098,300 kroons, imports representing 5,212,100 krs., as Commodity —- = ; 
against 9,021,800 krs. in March, 1930, while exports totalled March ne March a SKINS a 
4,886,200 krs. and 6,970,300 krs. respectively, a balance in en emai 
favour of the former of 325,900 krs. 

The total value of imports for the first three months of Cotton, cotton yarns Thou. crs. Thou. crs. The 1 
1931 was 14,709,700 krs., as compared with 26,121,500 krs. in and fabrics 105,908 | 308,807 | 149,791 [| 420,518 exports 
the first quarter of 1930, while exports amounted to Wool, woollen yarns ' aieeaiia eT years : - 
13,983,600 krs. and 20,882,400 krs. respectively, an adverse ¥ _ —— eee 67,390 | 220,227 | 98,147 | 291,609 ida 
——_ for the current year of 726,100 krs. . ; aimee —n 50,159 | 120,944 12,619 45.246 

As regards imports into Estonia, Great Britain took third Crain mak pulse, 
place during March with goods to a value of 457,900 krs., Ruan eles... pet 49.678 | 119,713 35,039 | 111,332 Partict 
other contributors being Germany 1,526,500 krs. and the Aainonl products 41,930 | 128,286 19,944 61,521 
Soviet Union 636,800 krs. Great Britain imported Estonian Silk and silk fabrics 39,084 | 132,127 46,382 147,029 
goods to a value of 1,388,900 krs., as against 1,007,300 krs. Base metals and pro- a 
imported by Germany. ducts thereof 31,843 90,365 26,643 78,395 

Machinery and tools 29,955 102,969 21,864 76,487 
— , _ aoe Bom Iron and steel and —_— 
ae ae ae SR products thereof... | 28,855 | 82,387 | 119,110 | 351,868 | wr, 

The following table gives particulars of the chief imports Coal . 27,883 93,925 54,672 | 160,220 | 
and exports during March last :— Fats ... 26,069 64,438 ~-- 

Southern fruits 24,163 66,628 —_ : Cattle 
; | Vehicles 22,742 | 40,641 — 
Imports Valuo Exports | Value Minerals 21,925 | 65,304 - — 

a Sees CE a ee Dee ek Electrical mac chinery , 

| and apparatus 21,415 70,479 | - y he 
Thou. Thou. Chemicals 20,678 61,227 — 10-5 pe 
krs. krs. Colonial goous 20,344 63,692 —- - on the 

Cereals - wits 10] sutter soo | Eee Minera! oils... sie 19,108 72,296 = - Export 

Flour ... — 7 64 Potatoes... 14 Instruments and farmin 

Herrings 53 Meat and meat pro- clocks 18,072 04,124 bai S: Ther 

Sugar ... , 233 ducts — 300 Waste products , 17,764 46,597 — - ) 

Tobacco see pes 96 Raw skins ... _— 68 Leather and leather , thn 

Cotton ; 312 Veneer and chair goods a _— — 112,130 | 263,651 pengo 

Cotton fabrics ‘Ss 188 seats 277 Glass and glassw are -— ~— 72,529 | 220,116 

Woollen fabrics 262 Timber produc ts 88 Flax, hemp, jute and 

Tron . 82 News and a — 326 yarns and fabrics — -—— 36,779 98,166 

Coal and coke 38 Flax.. . . 917 Sugar —- = 32,543 66,569 The 

Petroleum 86 Tow .. vr 5 Ready made | c slothes. — — 32,460 78,657 are. of 

Benzine 6 Cotton yarn, thread 150 Earthenware ~— — 27,005 72,111 sine 

Naphtha 5 | Cotton fabrics 463 Paper and paper goods — — 26,935 01,524 er: 

Fertilisers 135 Sail cloth 87 Timber —— — 25,803 69,131 ZECHO 

Raw skins 200 85 Cement 31 Articles of wood --- —— 17,485 51,410 reduce 

Rubber and = rubber Matches 23 Rubber and rubber in Tave 

goods 76 Cellulose 753 goods = - = 17,184 39,762 > to ° 

ung: 
The ey 
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TRADE AND INDUSTRY—Continued 
HUNGARY 
FOREIGN TRADE IN 1930 


According to the ‘‘ Quarterly Review’’ of the Anglo- 
International Bank, Limited, London, the year under 
review was the first post-war year to close with a favourable 
foreign trade balance. Imports and exports compare as 
follows with the corresponding figures for 1929 and 1928 :— 





—_ 


Particulars 1930 1929 1928 











Million pengsd 





Imports... eee 832-9 1,063-7 1,211-4 
Exports es. cee 910-4 1,038°-5 826 0 
Surplus eee ove 77°5 — — 

Deficit eee eee — 25-2 385°4 














—— 


This change has not occurred suddenly, the unfavourable 
trade balance having tended to become smaller each suc- 
cessive year. Up to the end of 1929 the total volume of 
Hungary’s foreign trade increased steadily, with exports 
gaining on imports. The expansion in the total turnover 
and in the volume of exports was due to the progressive 
industrialisation of the country. To the exports of agricul- 
tural products, which continued to expand in spite of the 
critical situation in the corn trade, have been added steadily 
growing exports of industrial goods. The development in 
industrial production and export caused a corresponding 
increase in the import of raw materials, which, however, 
was more than compensated by the consequent decline in 
the import of manufactured goods. 

Among imports, timber and coal showed the most marked 
reduction, the latter falling from 71 million pengoé in 1929 
t. 48 million pengé, the former from 132 million pengé to 
93 million pengd. Imports of manufactured textile goods 
began to decline in 1929, and this tendency continued in a 
lesser degree through 1930. While the quantity of imported 
raw cotton rose from 13,160 tons to 14,600 tons, the actual 
value was smaller than in 1929. Less cotton and woollen 
yarn, both in quantity and in value, was imported than in 
the previous year. Imports of silk and silk yarn, however, 
rose from 21 million pengé to 25 million pengéd. The only 
other imports which showed a considerable increase were 
skins and furs. 


Exvort TRADE 


The following table shows the quantities and values of the 
exports of flour, wheat and cattle during the past three 


years :— 





—_— 


1930 1929 1928 








Particulars 
(Juan- 


(uan- a Quan- 
tity 


} 
. T 
tity tity | Value 











Thou. Mill. Thou. Mill. | Thou. Mill. 


tons pengo tons pengo tons pengo 
Flour sec 237-0| 82-9 | 268-0] 106-3 | 204-6) 89-6 
Wheat. 374-0} 73-7 | 486-0) 126-4 | 284-0 88-9 
Head Head Head 
Cattle ... |525,800| 188-0 |434,600; 151-4 {210,000 86-7 























_——.. 


Whereas in 1928 exports of cattle constituted only 
10:5 per cent. of the total exports in 1930 they ranked first 
on the list with a quota of 20-65 per cent. of the total. 
Exports of poultry, eggs and other products of poultry 
farming also showed an increasing tendency. 

There has been a considerable increase in the exports of 
prepared furs, the value of which amounted to 21 miilion 
pengdé in 1930, as against 3 million pengé in 1928. 


DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE 


The changes in the proportion of imports and exports 
are, of course, reflected in the relation of the Hungarian to 
other markets. The unfavourable trade balance with 
Czechoslovakia, Germany, France and Poland has been 
reduced; trade with Italy shows a substantial balance 
in favour of Hungary, and trade with Great Britain, which 
up to two years ago resulted in an unfavourable balance for 
Hungary, showed a considerable export surplus in 1930. 
The exchange of goods with Austria developed on different 
lines, the favourable balance for Hungary, which in 1929 


TRADE AND INDUSTRY—Continued 


was abnormally high, having declined. Among the countries 
sending goods to Hungary, Czechoslovakia maintained the 
first place with 180 million pengé, as against 228 million 
pengo in 1929, while Austria is by far the most important 
market for Hungarian exports. 


ITALY 
FOREIGN TRADE IN MARCH QUARTER 


According to the Association of Italian Corporations, 
Rome, imports and exports during the quarter under review 
amounted in value to 3,089-5 million lire and 2,370-3 million 
lire, as compared with 4,508-3 million lire and 3,096-2 million 
lire respectively in the first three months of 1930. The 
following table gives particulars of the trade of Italy by 
months, with comparative figures for 1930 :— 

















Imports Exports 
Month 
1931 1930 1931 1930 
Million lire 
January ... wii 1024-8 | 1,505-9 690-6 975-7 
February ... rom 1,032°1 1,496-0 850-9 1,078-9 
March i wae 1,032-6 1,506°4 828:°8 1,041-6 





The adverse balance of trade thus stood at 719 million 
lire, as compared with 1,412 million lire for the correspond- 
ing quarter of 1930. 

It should be stated that the figures for March are 
provisional only. 


PERU 


MARKETS FOR CHEMISTS’ AND DRUGGISTS’ 
GOODS 


The markets in Peru for chemists’ and druggists’ goods, 
including pharmaceutical preparations, proprietary 
medicines, perfumery, toilet preparations and druggists’ 
sundries generally, are considerable and would, in some 
respect, appear to afford evidence of a lack of enterprise 
on the part of United Kingdom traders in this part of 
the world, states a *Report on this trade based on informa- 
tion supplied by the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Lega- 
tion at Lima. 

In the year 1929, the latest for which official statistics 
are available, Great Britain supplied only some 10 per 
cent. of the needs of the Republic, a lower participation 
than five years ago when the figure was 11 per cent., 
whereas, during 1929, 42 per cent. of the total requirements 
of the country were shipped from United States ports. 
This considerable disproportion is to be greatly regretted, 
as the value of this trade, during the last five years, has 
exceeded £P.500,000 annually (during 1929 it was 
£P.714,489), the British participation in which has been 
more or less stationary throughout that period. 

The Peruvian Customs authorities classify the importa- 
tion of the goods under reference in the following manner : 
Chemical and pharmaceutical products, pharmaceutical 
specialities, biological products, druggists’ sundries and 
perfumery. 

In regard to chemical and pharmaceutical products, 
United Kingdom traders only succeeded in supplying 
16 per cent. of the total requirements of the Republic, as 
against more than 38 per cent. from United States ports; 
the total imported under this heading was valued at 
£P.361,709. The scope in the industrial chemical trade 
may be gauged from the fact that, apart from minor 
users, such products are required to a varying extent by 
the ten cotton mills, two smelters, five woollen mills, one 
concentrating plant, two petroleum refineries, twenty-one 
cottonseed mills, thirty-three tanneries, ten breweries, 
twelve flour mills, seventy bottling plants, thirty-three 
sugar centrals and sixty soap factories, already established 
in the Republic. 

Of pharmaceutical specialities the United Kingdom 
supplied only 5 per cent., as compared with 52 per cent. 
from the United States ports; the total quantity imported 
during the year was valued at £P.182,792. 

The importation of biological products has considerably 
increased during recent vears, but United Kingdom traders 








* A copy of the Report may be obtained by British firms 
interested on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1 (quoting Reference 
No. F. 1115). 





May 21 


ee 


Cust 


674 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 
TRADE AND INDUSTRY—Continued 


important effect in lessening apprehension and creating 
better business sentiment. 

Retail trade is uneven. In some cases where Easter sales 
were disappointing, improvement has occurred since, and 
the decline in dollar values of department store, chain 
store and mail order sales is little if any greater than the 
price reductions made, suggesting a well-sustained volume 
ot sales. 
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supplied only 1-5 per cent., as against 19 per cent. from 
the United States. The total quantity imported during 
the year under review was £P.10,812. Druggists’ sundries 
to the value of £P.89,954 were imported, of which the 
United Kingdom supplied 8 per cent. and the United 
States 40 per cent. 


With regard to perfumery, which is comprised in several 





articles under the heading of ‘‘ Various’’ in the official 
statistics, Peru imported goods valued at £P.73,529. 


United Kingdom traders should be able to obtain a 
larger share of the trade, but they must change their 
methods and adopt those of the successful American manu- 
The increase in the German and French trade 
would appear to be entirely due to the copying of these 
“an be condensed into the following :— 


facturers. 


methods, which 
first-class travelling salesmen speaking the language, 
advertising, propaganda, attractive and well-packed goods, 
and, in certain cases, the distribution of free samples to 
the medical profession and chemists. 


TURKEY 
LAW ON WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 


The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Istanbul 
has forwarded the French text of a Law on Weights and 
Measures which was passed by the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly on March 26, 1931, and was published in the 
‘* Official Gazette ” of April 4. 


This Law provides for the adoption of the metric system 
in Turkey, and prohibits the use of measures other than 
metric measures in contracts and agreements, invoices, com- 
mercial books, notices and other commercial documents. 
Contracts and documents drawn up and concluded in coun- 
tries in which the metric system is not in force are, however, 
exempt from these provisions. The Law is to come into force 
on January 1, 1933. 

The text of the Law may be consulted at the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Reference No. 22583 / 26.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
CONDITIONS IN TRADE AND INDUSTRY 


Changes in business during April showed less uniformity 
than during the earlier months of the year, when advances 
were fairly widespread, states the National City Bank of 
New York. The renewed irregularity probably reflects the 
passing of the spring peak more than any other factor, and 
when all the returns are in and adjustments made for 
seasonal influences, it is not likely that any great change 
in the net situation will be shown, nor any important 
revision of previous views of the prospect called for. Time 
alone is a very important element in business recovery at 
this juncture, and the passage of four months from what 
it is hoped will prove the bottom of the depression has 
brought gains not only in activity, but in correction of 
maladjustments which carry us that much nearer the 
eventual upturn. 

The April record was not brightened by the action of 
the markets. Indications earlier this year that the down- 
ward curve of wholesale commodity prices was flattening 
out proved to be deceptive, and price averages dropped 
to new low levels during the month. Of still greater effect 
upon the sentiment of the business community was the 
renewed decline in the stock market. 


Among the relatively favourable news of the month, that 
from the automobile industry was perhaps the best. Pro- 
duction, while still at a low level as compared with the 
immediately preceding years, continued to show a greater 
than seasonal gain which was the more cheering because 
output is being carefully adjusted to sales requirements. 
For most companies March registrations compared better 
with 1930 than either February or January. 


In the renewed decline in commodity prices wheat was 
an exception, having advanced early in the month and 
held part of its gain. One of the causes of this was the 
dry weather in the North-Western spring wheat States. 
Cotton is getting off to a generally satisfactory start with 
preliminary estimates of acreage reduction averaging 
approximately 10 per cent. and a considerably greater 
decrease in the use of fertilisers which may curtail the 
yield per acre, although the weather will chiefly determine 
that. This early prospect for smaller production of wheat 
and cotton suggests that by the autumn it may be seen 
that agricultural prices have passed their low point, and 
even modest improvement in that direction would have an 





Cotton goods markets have been quite dull, but the heayy 
sales made in the first quarter carried the mills into April 
in the most satisfactory position with respect to stocks 
and unfilled orders since 1927, except for a brief period in 
1929. Exports have been running in excess of last year 
for some time past. 

Steel mill activity declined from 57 per cent. towards the 
end of March to 49 for the third week in April. It is 
usual, however, for steel production to fall off after a 
spring peak. 

The daily average of building contracts reported by the 
I". W. Dodge Corporation during the first three-quarters 
of the month was 14-2 per cent. less than in March 
and 28-9 per cent. less than a year ago, and this 
agency estimates that construction during the second 
quarter will show a decline of at least 20 per cent., as 
compared with the same quarter of 1930. In the first 
quarter the drop was 24 per cent. 

A’ marked improvement is shown by the operating state- 
ments for the month of March that have been issued by 
71 railroads, whose gross revenues represent more than 
three-fourths of the total for all Class I systems. Whereas 
net railway operating income in January was 39 per cent. 
below the corresponding month of a year previous and in 
February was 54 per cent. below, the indicated March 
figure is only 24 per cent. below that of a year ago. Gross 
revenues for the month were down 16-6 per cent. This 
marked improvement has resulted mainly from the sub- 
stantial reductions in operating expenses that have been 
effected during the past year through widespread 
economies. Monthly comparisons with a year ago should 
therefore become increasingly favourable and, with any 
material expansion in traffic, the net operating income of 
the railroads could readily surpass that of the correspond- 
ing months in 1930. Some of the economies now being 
practised are merely temporary measures and will be done 
away with when business recovers, but others may be 
retained permanently as eliminating unproductive and un- 
necessary expenditures. 





a. 
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Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements 





ESTONIA—LITHUANIA 
PROVISIONAL COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT 


The Board of Trade are informed that a Provisional Com- 
mercial Agreement between Estonia and Lithuania was con- 
cluded by an Exchange of Notes on January 15, 1931, and 
came into force on March 24; it is to remain in force indefi- 
nitely subject to three months’ notice of denunciation by 
either Party or its replacement by a permanent treaty. 

Most-favoured-nation treatment is accorded to the sub- 
jects and goods of each Party. It is to apply also in all that 
concerns commerce, industry and navigation, and the im- 
portation, exportation and transit of goods and to all 
Customs duties and formalities. 

Special reductions in Tariff rates of from 25 per cent. to 
80 per cent. are accorded to cotton thread, shale oil and 
certain other Estonian goods entering Lithuania, and 20 per 
cent. reductions in Tariff rates are accorded to cereals and 
certain other Lithuanian goods entering Estonia. 

Certificates of origin are required to accompany goods of 
each Party on importation into the territory of the other. 

The following privileges may not be claimed under the 
Treaty : — 

(a) Those granted by Estonia to Finland, Latvia and the 

U.S.S.R. unless they are accorded generally to other 
States ; 


(b) those granted by Lithuania to Latvia which are not 
accorded to a third State; 

(c) those accorded to neighbouring States to facilitate 
frontier traffic. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes 





BRITISH EMPIRE 


AUSTRALIA 
IMPORT OF ANIMAL CASINGS 


4 recent Quarantine Proclamation (No. 211) provides 
‘hat, in order to be imported into Australia, animal casings 
ust be accompanied by a certificate bearing the signature 
ofa Government veterinary official of the country of origin, 
atifying that the animal casings were derived from 
yimals free from all infectious or contagious diseases; 
that the animals from which they were obtained were sub- 
jected to ante- and post- -mortem veterinary inspection at 
the time of slaughter; and that the casings were not ex- 
psed to infection prior to importation. Any casings un- 
jecompan ied by such a certificate are to be destroyed or 
lisinfected. 


TARIFF DECISIONS 
The following are among the decisions respecting the 
application of the Australian Customs Tariff which have 
ben issued recently by the Commonwealth Department of 
Trade and Customs :— 








Classification and Duty 


Article (British Preferential Tariff) 








Inulating cotton tapes waterproofed with 

substances other than rubber, oil, 
celluloid or nitro-cellulose, also cotton | 
insulating tape proofed with pitch 






Tariff No. 105 (H) (3)—20 per 

| cent. ad valorem, 

Felt piece-goods, composed of hair or of a | 
mixture of hair and other fibres, — | 
wool or paper : - . | Tariff No. 105 (Ff) (5)—35 per 

cent. ad valorem, 

(rude oil engines exceeding 1,000 normal 
b.h.p. when operating under conditions of 
normal atmospheric inlet valve pressures 
and temperatures as prescribed by British 
Engineering Standards Association Speci- 
feations Nos. 211, 212 or 213 ... 

Suction gas engines aaeeneeng 
lformerly 200] normal b.h 

Time switches controlled by electric master 
clocks—formerly free, now 


Tariff No. 174—Free. 
1 000 
Tariff No. 174—Free. 


Tariff No. 179 (B)—65 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Bone handles, shaped and drilled, for 

tooth brushes—formerly free, now Tariff No. 
valorem. 


369—35 per cent. ad 


Throttle slides and jet holders for carbu- 
rettors of the motor cycle type aimee 
classification } i 

Nickelled steel strips for all purposes 

Methyl salicylate—formerly free, now 


Tariff No. 404—Free. 

Tariff No. 404—Free. 

Tariff No. 290 (E)—3s. 9d. per 
oz. or per fluid oz., or 20 per 
cent. ad valorem.* 


Huckaback towelling [revised classification] | Tariff No. 120 (c) (1)—50 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Window holland, waterproofed, being 

cotton fabric prepared with = — 

classification] : aon Tariff No. 105 (Hm) (3)—20 per 


cent. ad valorem. 
Piece-goods consisting of cotton and artificial 
silk, or cotton, silk and artificial silk, plain 
or figure d (the figured material is known 
as broché), for use in the manufacture 


of corsets and brassieres, under security | Tariff No. 404—Free. 











* With a temporary surtax of 50 per cent. of the duty. 


lron and Steel Plates and Sheets.—The kinds of plain 
polished iron and _ steel plates and sheets, including 
trapezoidal shaped, which are admitted duty-free under 
Tariff No. 404 have been amended, and are now as 
follows aman 
(1) Of greater thickness than ,; in., 
14 ins., 16 ins. and 18 ins. wide by 3} in. 
thickness, both thicknesses inclusive 
(2) Of 3 in. in thickness, if exceeding 48 ins. in width 
or if over a total area of 16 square feet. 
(5) Of gauges Nos. 8 and 9 (B.G.), if exceeding 48 ins. 
in width or if over a total area of 24 square feet. 
(4) Of No. 10 gauge (B.G.), if exceeding 48 ins. in width 
or if over a total area of 30 square feet. 
(5) Of gauges Nos. 11 to 13 (B.G.) both inclusive, if 
exceeding 48 ins. in width or if over a total area of 
32 square feet. 
(6) Of gauges Nos. 14 and 15 (B.G.), if exceeding 48 ins. 
in width or if over a total area of 35 square feet. 
(7) Of No. 16 gauge (B.G.), if exceeding 48 ins. in 
width or if over a total area of 48 square feet. 
(8) Of gauges Nos. 17 and 18 (B.G.), if exceeding 48 ins. 
in width or if over a total area of 40 square feet. 


except plates 
to | in. in 
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(9) Of gauges Nos. 
exceeding 48 ins. 
of 42 square feet. 

(10) Of gauges Nos. 25 and 26 (B.G.), if exceeding 48 ins. 
in width or if over a total area of 36 square feet. 

(11) Of No. 27 gauge (B.G.), if exceeding 48 ins. in 
width or if over a total area of 32 square feet 

(12) Of No. 28 gauge (B.G.), if exceeding 40 ins. in 
width or if over a total area of 30 square feet. 

(13) Of No. 29 gauge (B.G.), if exceeding 388 ins. in 
width or if over a total area of 30 square feet. 

(14) Of No. 30 gauge (B.G.), if cmnearning 38 ins. in 
width or if over a total area of 25 square feet. 

(15) Of No. 31 gauge (B.G.), and thinner 


of size. 


19 to 24 (B.G.) both inclusive, if 
in width or if over a total area 


irrespective 


These may now be used for all purposes. 


With regard to the plates and sheets referred to in (2), 
(3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), (10), (11), (12), (13), and (14), 
admission under Tariff Item 404 is subject to the condition 
that the Collector be first satisfied :— 

(a) that the particular sizes imported are essential for a 
definite purpose and that security be given that 
the materials will be used only in such sizes for 
such purpose; or 

(b) that if cut after importation, the resultant sections 
are essential for a definite purpose and that such 
resultant sections could not have been cut trom 
plates and sheets smaller than those specified in 
2), (3), (4), (8), (6), (7), (8), (9), (10), (11), (12), 
(13) and (14), and that security be given that the 
sections will be used only in such sizes and for such 
purpose. 


PREFERENCE CONDITIONS 
ADDITIONS TO RAW MATERIAL LIST 
The High Commissioner for Australia has received tele- 
graphic advice from the Department of Trade and Customs, 

Canberra, that the following materials, viz. :— 
Velvet and metal tissues for the manufacture of 
artificial flowers* 
Artificial flower centres and 
Ferro-chrome (carbon-free or otherwise) 
Zine sheets, special etching quality 
Oil of lemon 
have been added to the list of materials regarded as raw 
materials for the purpose of applying the British Prefer- 
ential Tariff in Australia. 


seeds* 


CYPRUS 

INVOICES AND FREIGHT 
ACCOUNTS 
Excise and Revenue Law, 
Excise and Re- 


STAMPING OF 


A Law, cited as the Customs, 
1931, to be read as one with the Customs, 


venue Law, 1899, contains the following section regarding 
the signing and stamping of invoices and _ freight 


accounts : 

‘Every invoice and freight account presented to the 
Principal Officer of Customs and Excise in respect of goods 
which it is desired to clear for home consumption or for 
placing in bond shall be so presented in duplicate and 
each copy thereof shall bear the signature and stamp of 
the firm or individual sending such goods to Cyprus. One 
of such duplicate invoices and freight accounts shall be 
retained by the Principal Officer of Customs and Excise. 
Unless the provisions of this section are complied with the 
Principal Officer of Customs and Excise shall refuse to 
deliver the goods in respect of which such invoices and 
freight accounts are presented.”’ 

The above provisions do not apply to goods imported into 
Cyprus for private use and not for sale. 


IRISH FREE STATE 
EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN BUTTER FROM 
CUSTOMS DUTY 
The United Kingdom Trade Commissioner at Dublin re- 


ports that the Finance (Customs Duties) Bill, 1931, dealing 
with the Customs duties on butter and on woven tissues of 





only 


* These materials will be regarded as ‘‘ raw materials ”’ 
in the case of shipments invoiced on and after May 6, 1931. 
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wool or worsted was passed by Dail Eireann on May 13. In 
addition to the provisions relating to import duties on butter 
(see the ‘‘ B.T.J.’’ of January 29, page 145) and on woven 
tissues (see the ‘‘ B.T.J.’’ of March 19, pages 389-90), pro- 
vision is made, in a sub-section of the Bill which is quoted 
below, for the exemption from import duty of certain butter 
imported from Northern Ireland :—- 


Whenever the Revenue Commissioners are satisfied that 
any butter which but for this sub-section would be charge- 
able with the duty mentioned in this section [4d. per lb.] 
complies with all the following conditions, i.e. :— 


(a) it either was manufactured in a creamery in Northern 
Ireland or was manufactured in a creamery in 
Saorstat Eireann and exported to Northern Ireland, 
and 
is imported directly from a creamery in Northern 
lreland or a cream separating station in Northern 
Ireland by a farmer who is resident in Saorstat 
Eireann and is a shareholder in such creamery or 
such cream separating station (as the case may be) 
and is a supplier of milk from his own cows on his 
farm in Saorstat Eireann to such creamery or cream 
separating station (as the case may be), and 
(c) it is imported by such farmer for his own household 
use, and 
(/) the quantity so imported by such farmer in any one 
week does not exceed seven pounds, 


(b) l 


Comal 


the Revenue Commissioners may, subject to compliance with 
such conditions as they may think fit to impose, permit such 
butter to be imported without payment of the duty 
mentioned in this section. 


SUDAN 
INCREASED DUTIES ON ALCOHOLIC LIQUIDS 


The Sudan ‘*‘ Government Gazette ’’ for April 27 contains 
the Customs (Amendment No. 2) Ordinance, 1931, effective 
on March 24, which revises the Section of the Sudan Import 
Tariff relating to alcohol, alcoholic beverages, and products 
containing alcohol. In general, the duties on spirits and 
beer have been increased by half, and the duties on wines 
by 5 per cent. ad valorem. Full particulars of the new 
duties are viven below :— 





Rate of duty when 
imported from 
higypt provided 
that import or 





Article Full Rate of excise or con- 
. Duty sumption duty 
has already been 
paid to the 
kgyptian Customs 
Administration 
Beer, stout and cider :— Milliémes Milliémes 
(a) Egyptian produce oe _ 15% ad val. Ni 
(6) Foreign produce ... —_ _ 15% ad val. Nil 
Champagne and sparkling wines — 30% ad val. Nil 
All other wines, including medicated 
wines containing alcohol not ex- 
ceeding 23 per cent. by volume eile 26°, ad val. Nil 








All wines containing more than 23 per | Perlitre of alcohol! Per litre of alcohol 
cent. of alcohol by volume ... sis 480 15 
Spirits, liqueurs and other distilled 
beverages, beverages mixed with dis- 
tilled spirits and other alcoholic 
beverages not otherwise specified :— 
(a) Containing not more than 50 
per cent. of alcohol by volume: |Per litre of liquid | Per litre of liquid 
(i) Egyptian bottled produce 240 189-6 


(ii) Foreign bottled produce... 240 144-6 
(iii) In bulk ... di _ 240 189-6 
(6) Containing more than 50 per 
cent. of aleohol by volume :— Per litre of alcohol) Per litre of aleohol 

(i) Egyptian bottled produce 480 360 

(ii) Foreign bottled produce... 480 360* 

(iii) In bulk... we whe 480 360 

Pure alcoho! and industrial spirit _ 4807 360 


Perfumery and toilet preparations, con- 
taining more than 2 per cent. of 
alcohol by volume an — nies 240 120 

And in addition on the value of the 
liquid after deduction of the 
value of the alcohol contained 
therein... ain at si 8% ad val. Nil 

Medicines and medicinal preparations 
containing distilled alcohol if prepared 
in accordance with a recognised 
pharmacope@ia... ude we _ 8% ad val. Nil 

All other liquids and products con- 
taining alcohol not exceeding 2 per 


cent. of their volume ... oe ~ 10% ad val. Nil 
All other liquids not being alcoholic 
beverages and products containing 
alcohol exceeding 2 per cent. of their 
volume ... ees ne ds .. | 480 or 10% ad 360 
val., whichever is 
greater 


Per litre 
Denatured alcohol and methylated spirit 











* Less 45 milliémes per litre of liquid. 
+ Unless otherwise provided for in the import licence. 





a, 
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SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
EXPORT BOUNTY ON DRESSED BEER 


The Board of Trade have received copy of an Act (No, ; 
of 1931) of the Legislature of Southern Rhodesia whic) 
extends for a further year, i.e., to January 1, 1932, th, 
undertaking on the part of the Government of Souther 
Rhodesia to pay, in accordance with the Agreement wit) 
the Rhodesian Export and Cold Storage Company, Limite 
a bounty of 3d. per Jb. in respect of dressed beef exportej 
overseas. 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 


IMPORT OF WHEATEN FLOUR AND MBEAy 
RESTRICTED 

The Board of Trade have received copy of the “ Floy 
and Meal Importation Restriction Act, 1931,’’? which pro- 
vides that the Minister of Finance may, from time to time. 
by notice in the ‘‘ Gazette,’’ prohibit, control or regulat 
the importation into the Union of wheaten flour and 
wheaten meal or any class thereof. 

Acting on the authority conferred by this Law, the 
Minister of Finance notified on April 16 that no person 
should import any wheaten flour or meal into the Union 
without a written permit. 


WITHDRAWAL OF DUMPING DUTY ON 
AUSTRALIAN WHEATIEN FLOUR 


Proclamation No. 140 of 1931, dated March 28, witb. 
draws the dumping duty which was imposed, in September 
last, on wheaten flour imported into the Union from 
Australia. 


FOREIGN 


AFGHANISTAN 
REVISED CUSTOMS TARIFF 


H.M. Minister at Kabul has forwarded translation of the 
revised Afghan Customs Tariff, comprising import, export 
and transit duties. The rates of import duty vary from 
1 per cent. to 50 per cent.ad valorem and include the follov- 
ing :—A duty of 50 per cent. ad valorem is fixed on silk and 
cotton gowns and ribbons; 30 per cent. ad valorem on 
men’s and women’s boots, sweets, handkerchiefs, and toilet 
wares; 20 per cent. ad valorem on bleached and unbleached 
long cloth, calico and drill, miscellaneous articles such as 
thimbles, needles, soaps, knives, scissors, and crockery; 
10 per cent. ad valorem on oil paint, carpets, and liquors 
(imported under the yearly quota fixed by the Afghan 
authorities); 5 per cent. ad valorem on brass plates and 
sheets, tin, motors and motor oils. 

A translation of the Customs Tariff, and Regula 
tions made thereunder, may be seen by persons interested 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 


ARGENTINA 


IMPORT DUTY ON PEDIGREE LIVESTOCK 
WITHDRAWN 


H.M. Representative at Buenos Aires reports, by tele- 
graph, that the Customs duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem, 
which was recently imposed on pedigree livestock imported 
into Argentina, has been withdrawn. 


IMPORTATION OF EGGS 


H.M. Representative at Buenos Aires has forwarded copy 
and translation of a Decree recently issued by the Ministry 
of Agriculture defining the conditions under which poultry 
eggs may be imported into Argentina. 

The text of the regulations, which prescribe the methods 
of marking, packing and inspection, may be seen by persons 
interested on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


COLOMBIA 


EXPORT DUTY ON BANANAS 


The Board of Trade have received copy of a Law (No. 3 
of 1931), and of a Decree issued thereunder, which estab- 
lishes for a period of twenty years from March 1 a tax of 
2 centavos per bunch on bananas exported from Colombia. 
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BRAZIL 


NCREASED DUTIES ON WOOL, WOOL YARNS, 
CLOTHS, ETC. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in 
he ‘‘ B.T.J.’’ of April 23 (page 541) the Board of Trade 
have now received copy of the. ‘‘ Diario Oficial ’’ for 
jpril 18 containing the Decree (No. 19868 of April 15) pro- 
viding for the revision of the Wool Section (Section 16) of 
the Brazilian Customs Tariff. The amendments cover 
various articles other than those referred to in the 
(B.T.J.”’? of April 23, and a full translation of the revised 
Wool Section, with a comparison with the present rates of 
duty, is given in the following statement. 


Changes in duty provided for by the Decree are, as 
already reported, to come into force after 90 days, i.e., on 


July 14. 


[Duties are payable 60 per cent. in gold and 49 per cent. in paper.] 
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Tariff No. and Articles 


Rate of Duty 











Rate of Duty 
Tariff No. and Articles 
Former New 
Reis Reis 
per kilog. per kilog. 
81 Wool, raw 200 250 
42 Wool, washed and noils, crude or car- 
bonised 500 600 
43 Wool, washed and dyed, in the mass 600 800 
44 Wool, carded, combed or prepared in 
any manner, including tops and 
slivers :— 
Unbleached _ a aoe 700 900 
Dyed a sini 700 1.100 
a OW Pm and worsted yarn, ’ single, 
of one or more ends, for weaving 
or for trimming :— 
Pure or mixed with cotton :— 
Unbleached or bleached 500 1,200 
Dyed, coloured or printe -d 600 1.500 
With admixture of silk 
Unbleached or bleached 700 1,500 
Dyed, coloured or printed 700 2,000 ° 
Loose spun yarn for embroidery, 
crochet and the like :— 
Unbleached or bleached 6,000 6,000 
Dyed, coloured or printed 6,000 8,000 
The same, with admixture of silk :— 
Unbleached or bleached . 7 } Not 7.000 
Dyed, coloured or printed — specified 9.000 
486 © Frogs, tassels, barbicachos, galloons, 
frets, fringes, tufts, other trim- 
mings and similar wares, passa- 
dores, soutaches and lacings 10,000 10,000 
487 Carpets and rugs :— 
Striped, thick, for stairways, of 
pure wool or of wool mixed with 
other materials ... ; wn 2,400 2.000 
Velvety :— 
With long pile, coarse, with 
ground of hemp or tow (mats) 2,600 2.400 
With short pile, soft, with re- 
verse of a coarse cotton, linen 
or hemp tissue 4,000 4,000 
Do., do., without the above 
me ntione d tissue ; 6,400 6,000 
Do., do., for shoes or slippers . 4,000 4.000 
Not otherwise me ntioned :— 
With reverse of a coarse cotton, 
linen or hemp tissue ... a 2,000 2,000 
Do., do., without the above 
tissue ... aut ee — 4,000 4.000 
Do., do., for shoes or slippers... 3,500 3,000 
487 bis Pillows and mattresses :-— 
(New) Plain or twilled—Duty on tissue |) 
item) of which made, increased by ... Not 10% 
Embroidered and trimmed— Duty Pe ‘if d 
on tissue of which made, in- Spocine 
creased by 50% 
4&8 Alpacas, wool muslins (cassas), cam- 
lets, durants, damasks, merinos, 
cashmeres, princetas, serges 
serafinas, striped stuffs, royal, 
Chinese satin, knitted tissues, 
fonquim, and other similar tissues 
not elsewhere mentioned, plain or 
twilled, figured or damasked, 
weighing per sq. metre :— Per kilog. Per kilog. 
U p to 2% 00 grammes... — 15,000 
From 251 to 400 grammes... 7,200 12,000 
More than 450 grammes mj 10,000 
488 bis Velvets, plushes and imitation fur :- _ 
(New Of pure wool = 90 10.000 
item) Of wool and linen or cotton (,200 { 8,000 
489 Baize and swanskin :— 
In cylindrical pieces for paper- 
making and other machines 1,100 1,100 
Of any other description .. 2,200 2,200 
490) Light baize (baelilhas) and flanne 1, 
plain or twilled or figured, we igh- 
ing per sq. metre :— 
Up to 250 grammes. — 4,800 15,000 
From 251 to 400 grammes... or 12,000 
; More than 400 grammes 1“ f 6,000 10,000 
49] Military sashes a ce RES 8,800 8,000 
492 Flags, pennons and banners 16,000 Duty on tissue 
of which made, 
increased by 
. 10%. 
493 Berets, coifs and similar headgear :— 
Common, for sailors and work- 
men 3,000 3,000 
Knitted or netted, ‘with or without 
admixture of silk 8,000 10,000 
Other, not specially mentioned . 50% ad val. 8,000 











Former New 
Reis Leis 
494 Bonnets and caps :-— Each Each 
With galloons of real gold 6,000 6,000 
Per kilog. 
Knitted or netted... oun Duty on 16,000 
knitted 
wares, see 
No. 515 Each 
Other, not specially mentioned ... 2,000 2,000 
Per kilog. Per kilog. 

495 Buttons _ _ 7 3,500 3,500 

496 Bridles :-— 

Of wool or of wool and cotton, Each Fach 
plain 2,000 3,000 
Of wool or of wool and ‘cotton, 

with ~eneen of common 

metal : - ees 3,200 3,200 
Halters 1,600 1,500 

497 Ribbons (cadarcos), cords, braids and 
tapes of wool, pure or mixed with 
linen, cotton, or with glass beads :— 

Coarse bands, for girths, ex- Per kilog. Per kilog. 

ceeding 4 centimetres in width 3,600 3,000 

Not specially mentioned , 6,000 6, 000 

498 Sheaths for parasols, covers for 
pianos, furniture, and other articles 
and animals ame eee ona 8,000 Duty on tissue 

of which made, 
increased by 
10% 

499 Shawls, scarves, mufflers, fichus, 
handkerchiefs (cut or for cutting), 
mantles (mantas, mantilhas), 

** palas’’”® and capes :— 

Plain — se 10,000 Duty on tissue 
of which made, 
increased by 
10% 

Embroidered or trimmed 60% ad val. Duty on tissue 

Note. —Articles will not be re garde d of which made, 
as ‘‘embroidered or trimmed” increased by 
merely by reason of having initials 40% 
or monograms thereon. 

500 Hats of felt :-— Each Each 
Plain - 6,400 6,400 
Trimmed .. 60°% ad val. 15,000 

Hats of any kind - tissue :-— 

Plain wie 3,200 3,200 

Opera _ eee 5,600 5,600 

Trimmed . 60°, ad val. 15,000 

Note.—The paper, “cardboard or 
wooden boxes in which hats are 
imported are not subject to duty 
provided they are printed with an 
indication that they are the con- 
tainers for the hats. 

501 Girths . 1,200 1,200 

Per kilog. Per kilog. 

502 Belts, garters and braces 12,000 12,000 

503 Blankets of wool or of wool and 
cotton :— 

Ordinary rough blankets, brown 

and the like ... 1,500 2,500 

Other, not specially me ntione d 4,000 5,000 

504 Parts of footwear, cut out Duty on tissue | Duty on tissue 

of which of which made, 
made. increased by 
id°® oO 

505 Saddle-cloths (corinilhos) :-— 

Of zerga tissue > ( 1.800 

Of felt m 2400 < 3,000 

Of any other tissue, ‘not spe c cifie d.. L 3,600 

506 Woollen lastings (duraques).. ‘ 4,200 4,000 

507 Flesh brushes and gloves and similar Per dozen. Per dozen. 
wares _ oe _ ” 8,000 6,000 

508 Fe It : Per kilog. Pe or kilog. 

for pis unos and the like .. 7,200 7,200 

For sheathing vessels and the like 200 200 

Not nr mentioned, — or 

printe . , 2,400 2 400 

509 Filele (a light woollen stuff) | 4,500 4.000 

510 Cravats and bows, single or tubular, 
for men or women : 

Plain e | Duty on tissue 
of which made, 

10,000 increased b y 
10°, 

Embroidered or trimmed J _| Duty on tissue 
of which made, 
increased by 
50% 

Per doz. pairs | Per doz. pairs 

511 Gloves, plain or embroidered 6,000 6,000 

512 Horse rugs, zergas and baixeiros, 
plain or embroidered :— Per kilog. Per kilog. 

Of zerga cloth 1,800 1,800 

Of felt = 2,800 3,000 

Of any other tissue, not spec ified 3,600 3,600 

513 Fashion wares—mantelets, collars, 60% ad val. Duty on un- 
petilhos, applications and the like specified ready 
of lace or of any tissue. made clothing 

increased by 
50°o 

514 Stockings and socks :— 

Socks :— Per doz. pairs | Per doz. pairs 

Up to 20 cm. long in the foot ... 2,800 3,000 

More than 20 cm. long in the foot 6,000 6,000 

Stockings :— 

Up to 20 cm. long in the foot... 5,200 5,400 

More than 20 cm. long in the foot 10,000 10,800 

515 Knitted or netted wares, not else- 
where specified :— Per kilog. Per kilog. 

Plain 8,000 8,000 

With trimming or lining of silk , 12,000 

516 Oilcloth in the pore or in peat cut 
or not 1,800 2,000 
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Tarif No. and Articles 


| Rate of Duty 





Former 


| 


New 








517 Cloths, cassimeres and cassinettes, 
with or without admixture of silk, 
cheviots, American flannels, serges 
and diagonals and the like, of 
pure wool or of wool mixed with 
cotton or any other material 
except silk, in equal parts or any 


Reis 
Per kilog. 


> Dw 
LCLS 
Per kilog. 





other proportion, weighing per 
Sq. metre . - 
Up to 250 grammes , 4.800 or 8,000* 15.000 
From 251 to 400 uri ammes | 4,800 or 8,000* | 12,000 
From 400 to 450 grammes 2,400 or 38,000* 12,000 
More than 450 srammes 2,400 or 4,200* | 10,000 
51s Table covers : 
Embroidered | 60% ad val. | 10,000 
Other, not spec ially mentioned ... | 8,400 10,000 
Per pair 
518 bis Gaiters, spats and leggings ... Not specified | 2.500 
(New item) 


519 


Lace of any quality : 
Plain or with beads 


Per kilog. 


60°, ad val. | 25.000 














In patterns for dresses or other | 
articles, not made up 28,000 Duty as above 
increased by 
30° 
519 dis Veils of anv tissue :-— | 
(New Plain om _ — pee Not specified | Duty on tissue 
item) of which made, 
increased by 
. | 10% 
Embroidered or trimmed «+» | Not specified | Duty on tissue 
of which made, 
| increased by 
o/ 
520 Ready-made clothing :-— 
Shirts, knitted :— Per dozen Per dozen 
Thick, for workmen and sailors = | 8,400 8,000 
Other | 22,000 18,000 
Shirts of any ‘othe I tissue eee | 22,000 Double the 
duty on tissue 
of which made, 
increased by 
10% 
Drawers : Per dozen 
Knitted .. 22.000 18,000 
Of any other tissue 22,000 Double the 
duty on tissue 
of which made, 
increased by 
10°, 
Jackets, petticoats and jerseys, | Per dozen. 
thick, knitted or netted oe | 18,000 18,000 
Mourning veils and bosoms of | 
cassimere, plain or with bows, | Per kilog. Per kilog. 
folds, ete. —_ _ has 12,000 12,000 
Other made-up clothing, not | 
specially mentioned :— 
Of baize or fluffy or stout 
cloth, for the military or | 
the like coe | 8,500 6,000 
Of knitted or netted tissue vee | 24,000 16,000 
Of felt ia 7 12,000 8.000 
Of lace or any other tissue -»» | 18,000, 24,000 Double the 
| or 60% ad val. duty on the 
| tissue of which 
made, increased 
by 20% 
Embroidered or trimmed 60°. ad val. Duty on un- 
specified ready- 
made clothing 
increased by 
50% 
Each Each 
521 Travelling bags 3,000 | 3,200 
522 Small shoes and gaiter boots without | 
soles, including those netted or 
knitted Per pair Per pair 
Plain a 600 600 
E mbroide re d or trimme d ai S00 ROO 
523 Sarcenets, seriguilha and cloths suit- | 
able for printing machines and | 
the like :— | Per kilog. Per kilog. 
Classified and specially mentioned} ae 2 200 
Other + — _ oes } 3,6007 {| 8,000 
524 Bareges, tulle, grenadine, gauze, 
escomilhas and other open woven 
or transparent tissues, weighing | 
per square metre :— 
Up to 80 grammes i 18,000 18,000 
More than 80 grammes ‘a 10,000 15.000 
V2o0 Strips of cloth and insertions, plain 
or with glass beads : 
With embroidery of cotton, 
wool or linen ... 20,000 20,000 
With embroidery of silk 32,000 30,000 
526 Door or window shades, with or Each bach 
without rollers see 5,000 5,000 
Per kilog. Per kilog. 
027 Rags, sclvage and waste cuttings ... 100 L100 











* The lower rate applies to cloths composed of wool and cotton in equal 
proportions ; the higher rate to cloths of pure wool or of mixed wool and cotton. 
tT Duty applic able to sarcenets. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


SUPPLEMENTARY CUSTOMS DUTIES ON 
tAIN AND FLOUR 
By virtue of a Government Ordinance, dated April 30, 


the supplementary Customs duties leviable on rye, barley 
and oats and on flour and milled products of all kinds im- 





ported into Czechoslovakia have been reduced to the rates | 


tia, 
CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continy,, 


shown below. The supplementary duty on wheat, meslin ang 
spelt remains unchanged at 25 Czech kr. per 100 kilogs, :— 


| Cz. kr, 
Tariff No. per 100 kilggs 
24. Rye me i ones sais he ... 46 
25. Barley... ae a a a fo a 
96. Oats ee Pay sane me: - oe a 


33. Flour and milled products of grains and cereals 65 


EGYPT 
PARTIAL TARIFF REVISION (CORRECTION 


With reference to the notice in the issue of the ‘‘ B.T. J 
of March 5 last (pages 318-324), notifying certain modifica. 
tions of the Egyptian Customs Tariff, the Egyptiay 
‘* Journal Officiel ”’ April 28 announces that Tariff No. 
L16b (Caviar, botargo and other edible fish eggs) is corrected 
to read as follows :— 

Tariff No. 116b.—Caviar, botargo and other edible fish 
eggs, in receptacles weighing more than 500 grammes :— 

(1) Black caviar and botargo, 
kilog. gross. 
(2) Other—25 


dry—100 milliemes per 


milliemes per kilog. gross. 


FRANCE 
IMPORT OF NITROGENOUS FERTILISERS 


The French ‘‘ Journal Officiel’? of May 7 contains a 
Decree, dated May 5 and effective on May 8, subjecting to 
licence the import of nitrogenous fertilisers into France. 
An official Notice published in the ‘‘ Journal Officiel’’ on 
May 9 announces that the licensing requirement is only to 
apply to the following chemical nitrogenous fertilisers : — 


Sulphate of ammonia (Tariff Nos. 019 and 020). 


Nitrate of soda, 


(Tariff No. 380). 


nitrate of lime and calcium cyanamide 


Goods of these kinds which are proved to have been de- 
spatched to France before May 7 are exempt from the licence 
requirement. Applications for licences are to be drawn up 
in triplicate, in the usual form, and addressed to the French 
Ministry of Agriculture (Direction of Agriculture). 


FRANCE AND ALGERIA 


IMPOSED ON CERTAIN BRAZILIAN 
PRODUCTS 
The French ‘ Journal Officiel’’ of May 9 contains a 
Decree, dated May 8, providing that the following goods 
when originating in or coming from Brazil are to be subject 
on import into France and Algeria, in addition to the 
‘“General’’ Tariff duties, to a surtax of double the 
‘‘ General ’’ duties, viz. :— 
fresh, chilled and frozen meat (Tariff No. 16): 
unprepared meat, salted or in brine (Tariff No. 17); 
prepared meat (Tariff No. 17 bis); and 
cocoa (Tariff No. 97). 


SURTAX 


GREECE 
MARKING OF IMPORTED EGGS 


The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Atheus has 
forwarded copies of recent Decrees, which provide that, 
from May 1, eggs imported into Greece must be stamped 
with the name of the country of origin in indelible ink. 


ITALY 


IMPORT DUTY ON MOTHER-OF-PEARL 
BUTTONS INCREASED 


By a Royal Decree-Law dated April 23 and published in 
the ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale’? (Rome) of May 5 the Customs 
duty on mother-ot- _ buttons imported into Italy is in- 
creased, as from May 5, from 1,470 to 4,200 lire (paper) pet 
100 kilogs. (Tariff No. 997 h. bis). 

Under a Protocol signed at Rome on February 10, he- 
tween Italy and France, mother-of-pearl buttons, fance y tupe, 
i.e., those coloured, carved, decorated or with the addition 
of other materials, remain dutiable at 1,470 lire (paper) per 


100 kilogs. 
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(ysSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued 


NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES 
TARIFF MODIFICATIONS 


The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at the 
Hague has forwarded copy of an- Act, dated March 27, 
shich provides for certain modifications in the Netherlands 
Indian Tariff Law. In addition to certain amendments of 
‘ie regulations governing inter-island trade a number of 
hanges have been made in the Customs Tariff, some in- 
wlving increased, others reduced, rates of import duty. A 
tatement showing the effect of these changes is given 
low. The Act becomes operative thirty days atter pub- 
ication in the Official Gazette of the Netherlands East 
Indies : — 





—_— 


Rate of Duty 





Tariff No. and Article 
Former New 





— 


ia Caseine, in bags, weighing 50 kilogs. or more 

per ba ig . | 6% adval. Free 

11a Films, ex pose d, for projection purpose s, ‘positive 

as well as negative, developed or not, whether 

used or not, of a width of more than 30 mm. 12°, ad val., Fl. 0-06 

NEW NovTe.—The Governor-General may per metre 

grant exemption from import duty for films of 

scientific or educational nature, which are 

imported by or for the use of educational 
institutions or scientific societies. 





) Films, not mentioned separately ... 12% ad val.\12% ad val. 
4) Iron manufactures, not separately mentioned in 
the Tariff 2°, ad val.| 12°% adval. 


NEW NoTE.—The Governor- ‘Ge neral may 
issue regulations providing for exemption from 
import duty for iron split pins and other 
articles pertaining to this item which serve 





for the manufacture of triplex cases 
4a Radio telegraphic and telephonic apparatus, also 
spare parts and accessories therefor... 6% ad val. 112% ad val. 


a Triplex cases, finished or unassembled ; split | 
pins and other fixtures, metal stre ngthenings, 
and linings which are required for same, 
whether finished or unassembled, provided that 
they are imported simultane ously and in no 
larger quantity than required for the purpose | 6% ad val. | 


Free 








——_—___ 


PARAGUAY 
DUTIES ON EDIBLE OILS INCREASED 


A recent Decree increases the duties on edible oils, except 
dlive oil, imported into Paraguay from 6 to 9 pesos per 100 
kilogs. when in wooden rec eptacles, and trom 8 to 12 pesos 
per 100 kilogs. when in other receptacles. 


IMPORT DUTY ON COAL, ETC., WITHDRAWN 


As notified in the ‘‘ B.T.J.’’ for February 26, a recent 
Decree imposed a duty of 4-78 pesos per 1,000 kilogs. on the 
import into Paraguay of coal and coke, coal dust, patent 
fuel or briquettes of coal dust prepared with or without the 
addition of other substances, and coal dust in liquid or paste 
form, for fuel. The Board of Trade have, however, since 
been notified that the Decree in question has been abrogated. 


ROUMANIA 


DUTIES ON MACHINE-MADE COTTON LACE 
AND CERTAIN CHEESE 


reports that, according to a Circular Order, No. 294073, 
dated October 3, 1930, the reduced duty (400 lei per kilog.) 
applied to machine-made cotton lace of French origin under 
the Protocol to the Franco-Roumanian Convention of 1930 
isto be conceded to machine-made cotton lace originating in 
countries enjoying most-favoured-nation treatment in 
Roumania. Similarly, the duty applied to French ‘‘ Roque- 
fort’ cheese (i.e., 2,200 lei per 100 kilogs.) is to be conceded 
to English ‘‘ Cheshire,’’? Dutch ‘‘ Edam” and ‘‘ Gouda,”’ 
and Italian ‘‘ Gorgonzola ”’ cheeses. 


SYRIA 
DUTY ON WHEAT FLOUR INCREASED 


H.M. Consul-General at Beirut reports that, according to 
the local press, the duties on wheat flour imported into 
Syria have been increased from 30 to 40 per cent. ad 
valorem under the normal Tariff, and from 60 to 80 per 
cent. ad valorem under the ‘‘ Maximum ”’ Tariff. 





The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Bucharest 





Proposed Tariff Changes 





AUSTRIA 

PROPOSED CUSTOMS TARIFF REVISION 

With reference to the notices in the ‘ B.T.J.’’ of 
January 22 (pages 116-117) and March 12 (page 355) regard- 
ing the proposed revision of the Austrian Customs Tariff, 
the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Vienna now 
reports that, according to Austrian press reports, the pro- 
posals originally before the Austrian Parliament have been 
extended in scope and that a revised Tariff Amendment Bil! 
will shortly be submitted to that body. 


The official text of this Bill has not vet been published, 
but certain details of the Tariff changes incorporated in the 
Bill are given in the ‘‘ Neue Freie Presse ’’ of May 3. 
From this it appears that increases in the ‘‘ General ”’ 
Tariff rates of duty are proposed in respect of a large 
number of articles, including the following :—Mineral oils; 
automobiles; trailers; certain woollen and cotton fabrics; 
certain glassware; certain kinds of leather and leather foot- 
wear; various chemicals, pigments and mineral colours; 
cattle and meat: various manufactures of iron and steel, 
including tools, nuts and bolts, screws, needles and knives; 
machinery; cables; and certain kinds of paper 

In the case of many of the above-mentioned goods lower 
‘‘ Conventional ”’ Tariff duties remain in force, so that the 
proposed increased ‘‘ General ’’ duties cannot become efiec- 
tive as regards such goods imported from Great Britain and 
other countries entitled to most-favoured-nation treatment 
in Austria unless and until the Treaties fixing these ‘‘ Con- 
ventional ’’ duties are revised or lapse. 

Further particulars of the proposed Tariff changes will be 
published in the ‘‘ B.T.J.’’ at a later date. 


LATVIA 
PROPOSED TARIFF INCREASES 


With reference to previous notices in the ‘* B.T.J.”’ re- 
garding proposed Tariff increases in Latvia, H.M. Represen- 
tative at Riga now reports that, according to press reports, 
the Minister of Finance has recently submitted to the 
Council of Ministers, for confirmation and submission to the 
Saeima, a Bill providing that any increase of import duties 
that may hereafter be proposed by the Council of Ministers 
shall become operative on the day following the submission 
of the proposal to the Saeima. Should the Saeima reject 
any of the proposed increased duties, any such duties that 
may have been levied in the interim are to be adjusted. The 
Saeima may also propose an increase in the duties on other 
categories of goods, such duties to be effective as from the 
day hat their adoption by the Economic Commission 
of the Saeima. 

Should this Bill be passed into law it is expected that pro- 
posals for increased duties (probably on the lines of those set 
out in the notice in the ‘‘B.T.J.’’ of January 29 last, 
pp. 148-9) will be submitted to the Saeima almost 
immediately. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


‘‘ FLEXIBLE TARIFF ’’ PROVISIONS: NOTICE 
OF HEARING 

According to a Public Notice issued by the United States 
Tariff Commission the Public Hearing in connection with 
Investigation No. 52 (Velveteens and velvets, including 
velveteen or velvet ribbons, cut or uncut, whether or not 
the pile covers the entire surface, wholly or in chief value 
of cotton) has been postponed from May 22, 1931, to a date 
to be fixed. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Journal of the Institute of Metals. Volume XLIV. pp. 880 
+ 12 with 56 plates, 2 folders, and numerous illustrations in the 
text. Cloth. Edited by G. Shaw Scott, M.Sc., 1930. The 
Institute of Metals, 36, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 1. 
Price 31s. 6d. net. 


The new issue of the ‘‘ Journal of the Institute of Metals,’ 
Vol. XLIV, is the last to appear in the form that has been 
familiar to engineers and metallurgists for over twenty years. 
It contains, as heretofore, original papers and metallurgical 
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BOOKS RECEIVED—Continued 


abstracts in approximately equal proportions. In future, as 
explained in an editorial foreword, only papers will appear in 
the half-yearly volumes, the abstracts being published as a 
separate volume once a year after being issued monthly to 
members only. Actually the new method of issuing the 
abstracts has been in operation since January, and the monthly 
parts that have so far appeared have resulted, it is understood, 
in a remarkable accession of new members anxious to secure the 
monthly ‘‘ Metallurgical Abstracts.’’ 

The scientific papers appearing in the volume under review 
are seventeen in number—inclusive of the annual Autumn 
Lecture by Professor D. Hanson, D.Sc., on ‘‘ The Use of Non- 
Ferrous Metals in the Aeronautical Industry.’’ The range of 
subjects dealt with in these important original communica- 
tions is very wide. It covers such topics as the open-air corro- 
sion of copper, cadmium-zinc alloys, gas removal and grain 
refinement, rolled gold and hardness testing of metals. 

The contributors are of many nationalities, thus Professor 
Tammann, the doyen of German metallurgists, writes on 
‘The Determination of Crystallite Orientation ’’ ; Messrs. Fink 
and Van Horn (U.S.A.) on ‘ Lattice Distortion as a Factor 
in the Hardening of Metals’’; Mr. N. W. Ageew and Miss 
Olgar Vehr (U.8.8.R.) on ‘* The Diffusion of Aluminium into 
[ron,’’ while Dr. E. Vaders (Germany) contributes a paper 
on “‘ A New Silicon-Zine Alloy.’’ Altogether the papers, and 
the full and useful discussions and communications upon 
them, cover over 400 pages. The Abstracts section, which 
follows, is of approximately the same size, the whole being 
made wonderfully get-at-able by a most detailed 100-page 
author-subjects index. 

The Journal is issued in the familiar green cloth binding, is 
well printed and copiously illustrated. A bulky volume, its 
metamorphosis into a newer and handier form will be watched 
with interest by a wide circle of readers throughout the world, 
for “‘ J.I.M.”’ is to be found wherever metals are used. 


Chamber of f‘ommerce of the Orange Free State (Incor- 
porated): Forty-seventh Annual Report for the year ending 
December 31, 1930; with the Chairman’s Address, etc. 


British Standard Specification for Brazing Solder. (Grades 
A‘, A and B). (B.S.8. No. 263—1931.) Published by the 
british Engineering Standards Association, 28, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1. Price 2s. 2d. post free. 

The British Engineering Standards Association has recently 
published a revised issue of the British standard specification 
No, 263 for brazing solder. This new edition has been pre- 
pared in order that an addition grade, intended primarily 

for solder supplied in the form of slittings and wire, might 
be incorporated. ‘This grade is designated AA, and the three 
grades now covered by the specification are accordingly AA, 
A, and Bb. Another point of difference between the new issue 
aud the one superseded is that the dimensions of certain of 
the sieves for testing granular solder have been modified so 
that they might be in exact agreement with the dimensions 
in the recently published British standard specification for 


test sieves. (No. 410.) 


Changes in Moisture Content of Kiln-dried Lumber when 
Shipped by Rail. By J. H. Jenkins, B.Sc., Chief, Timber 
Products Division. Published by the Department of the 
Interior, Ottawa. 


The Strength of Telephone Poles (Eastern Cedar, Red Pine 
and Jack Pine). By G. H. Rochester, B.Sc., Chief, Division 
of Timber Mechanics. Published by the Department of the 
Interior, Ottawa. 


The Rate of Growth and Density of the Wood of White 
Spruce. By J. W. Hale, M.A., and K. G. Fensom, B.Sc.F. 
Published by the Department of the Interior, Ottawa. 


Strength Tests of Creosoted Douglas Fir Railway Ties. By 
J. ‘T. Harkom, B.Sc., Chief, Division of Wood Preservation, 
lorest Products Laboratories of Canada, and J. B. Alexander, 
B.Sc., Chief, Division of Timber Mechanics, Vancouver Labora- 
tory. Published by the Department of the Interior, Ottawa. 








NOTICE 


The price of the ** Board of Trade Journal ’’ is 6d. 
(7d. post free). Annual subscription, 26s.; post free 
308. 


The Editorial Offices are at Government Buildings, 
Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should be addressed to‘** The Editor.”’ 
(Telephone, Victoria 3840.) 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all 
communications concerning subscriptions and sales) 
are H.M. Stationery Office, Adastral House, Kings- 
way, London, W.C. 2, or Branches (see Cover). 


ADVERTISEMENTS.—All applications concerning the 
insertion of advertisements in the ‘*‘ Board of Trade 
Journal ’’ should be addressed to the Director of Pub- 
ications, H.M. Stationery Office, Princes Street, 
London, S.W.1. (Telephone, Victoria 3820.) 
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Exhibitions and Fairs 





FOURTH WORLD’S POULTRY CONGRESS 


The publication this week of a Final Report* of th, 
Fourth World’s Poultry Congress marks the end of an oy. 
standing event in the poultry world. That some sixty 
countries should have exerted themselves to take part, 
when in many cases their participation involved sending 
delegates and exhibits several thousand miles, is proof no} 
only of the universal importance placed upon the furthe; 
development of the poultry industry, but also of a desire tg 
pool knowledge and experience. 


The Congress afforded a valuable comparison between the 
methods adopted by different countries in order to increas 
production, whether with a view to becoming self-support. 
ing to a greater extent or to developing export trade. Ney 
view-points on old problems and many suggestions for fresh 
developments were presented, while concrete examples of 
progress achieved in many directions were exhibited by 
various countries in the form of working models, diorainas, 
charts, graphs, etc. 

The immediate commercial results of the Congress have 
been quite definite in form, for not only livestock exhibitors 
but manufacturers of poultry appliances and accessories 
have expressed surprise and gratification at the amount of 
new business which has been obtained since the Congress, 
So far as Britain is concerned evidence of an increasing 
demand from overseas for British stock poultry continue; 
to accumulate. 


The National Exhibits, the Livestock Section and the 
Trade stands constituted the largest poultry exhibition ever 
known in this or any other country. National exhibits 
were staged by twenty-four nations. These exhibits pre- 
sented in spectacular form the recent work of scientitic 
research, the progress and results of educational schemes, 
the advance achieved in marketing methods, and some of 
the main features—artistic, scenic and economic—of the 
countries concerned. A cinema theatre provided a constant 
daily programme of films from different countries. The 





Livestock Section contained some 7,000 head of fowls, 
ducks, geese, turkeys, pigeons and rabbits bred in 17 


different countries. In the Trade Section 117 exhibits were 
presented by nine countries. 

The Final Report includes 159 original papers dealing 
with all aspects of the poultry industry. The papers were 
submitted to the Congress by leading authorities on their 
subjects throughout the world, and, with the account of the 
discussions that ensued, will form a valuable source of 
reliable information for all connected with the industry for 
many years to come. 

In addition to a complete report of the Congress pro- 
ceedings, the volume contains an interesting foreword by 
Mr. Percy A. Francis, the Poultry Commissioner of the 
Ministry of Agriculture in England, who acted as Congress 
Director, and a complete list of Congress members. To 
increase the usefulness of the Report as a reference work 
on poultry matters a full subject index has been added. 


MINES ” EXHIBITION, 


COLOGNE 

The following particulars concerning the ‘ Safety m 
Mines ” Exhibition, which it was originally intended should 
form a special section in the recent Cologne Spring Farr, 
have now been furnished to the Department of Overseas 
Trade : — 

The Exhibition will be held in Cologne from June 25 to 
July 5, and will comprise the following sections :— 


“ SAFETY IN 


(1) Walls and Supports in mines, made of bricks, concrete 
reinforced with iron, iron and wood. A sub-section 
will show the steps that are taken to ensure their 
stability. 

(2) Transport.—In this section models of 
machinery, such as winding engines, 
elevator frames, pulleys, delivery trucks, driving 
motors, etc., will be shown. 

(3) Mining Operations.—This section will show the 
machinery and methods used for the extraction 0! 
coal, and coal pickets, cross cutters, loading and 
drilling machines, and blasting apparatus will be 
exhibited. A sub-section will deal with ventilation 
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* Report of Proceedings of the Fourth World’s Poultry 
Congress. 1,023 pp. Published for the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries by H.M. Stationery Office. Price, 10s. 6d. net. 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued 


and lighting. The methods for detecting and com- 
bating dangerous gases and dust will be indicated. 
(4) Surface Working.—Plant used for lignite mining and 
surface plant of ordinary coal mines. 
(5) First-Aid and Rescue Work.—An indication of the 
steps taken in the event of accidents. 


Enquiries should be addressed to the organisers, Messe- 
jmt., Cologne, Deutz. : 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS 
UNITED KINGDOM 


QovaL HORTICULTURAL Society’s SHow (ANNUAL)— 
Chelsea, London. May 20-22. Apply to Royal Horti- 
cultural Society, 1, Vincent Square, 8.W. 1. 
*Grascow CIVIC AND EMPIRE WEEK EXHIBITION— 
Kelvin Hall, May 29-June 31. Organised by Corpora- 
tion of the City of Glasgow. Apply to Cecil Sommer- 
ville, Esq., General Manager, Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. 
EXHIBITION OF THE ART OF LETTERING-— 
London, Victoria and Albert Museum, South Kensing- 
ton, S.W. 7. June 1-July 4. 
IMpeRI4L Woon INDustTRIgES FarR— 
Bradford sty July 3-18. 
Observer,’’ Hall Ing, Bradford. 
wp HEALTH EXHIBITION (ANNUAL)— 
Glasgow (McLellan Galleries). July 6-11. Apply to 
Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace Road, 
London, S.W. 1. 
BRITISH CHEMICAL PLANT AND APPARATUS EXHIBITION— 
London (Westminster Central Hall, S.W.1). July 
13-18. Apply to Secretary, British Chemical Plant 
Manufacturers’ Association, 166, Piccadilly, W. 1. 
aD AGRICULTURAL SHOW, HUDDERSFIELD (ANNUAL)— 
July 14-16. Apply to Yorkshire Agricultural Society, 
New Street Chambers, York. 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PuBLIC CLEANSING— 
London (Guildhall), July 27-31. Demonstrations of 
British and Continental Cleansing Vehicles and Appli- 
ances to be held in conjunction therewith at Olympia, 
W. 14. Apply to W. J. Heavey, Esq., M.B.E., Insti- 
tute of Public Cleansing, 82, Upper Thames Street, 
E.C. 4. 
{rH CHOCOLATE AND CONFECTIONERY EXHIBITION (ANNUAL)— 
London (Olympia, W. 14). August-September. Apply 
to Manufacturing Confectioners’ Alliance, Inc., 22, 
Buckingham Gate, S.W. 1. 
lita ‘TraDES Exursition, Bristot (ANNUAL)— 
August 27-September 9. Apply to A. E. Stanley Hill, 
Esq., Colston Hall, Bristol. 
lira FasHIONS EXHIBITION (ANNUAL)— 
August 31-September 11. London (Olympia, W. 14). 
Apply to International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad 
Street House, Old Broad Street, E.C. 2. 
StH BurtpInG TRADES EXHIBITION, BIRMINGHAM (BIENNIAL)— 
Bingley Hall, September. Apply to Birmingham 
Chamber of Commerce, Inc., 95, New Street, Birming- 
ham. 
76th INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF PHOTOGRAPHY (ANNUAL)— 
London, September-October. Apply to Royal Photo- 
graphic Society, 35, Russell Square, W.C. 1. 


Apply to ‘‘ Yorkshire 


*35TH INTERNATIONAL CONFECTIONERS’, BAKERS’ AND ALLIED 
TraDERS’ EXHIBITION {ANNUAL)— 
London (Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, N..). 


September 5-11. Apply to Trades and Markets Exhibi- 
tions, Ltd., 11, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 2. 


9TH Home Lire EXuIBitTIon, LEICESTER {ANNUAL)— 
Granby Hall, September 9-19. Apply to Ewart 
Watson Exhibitions, Ltd., 19, Charing Cross Road, 
London, W.C. 2. 


12th INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF SHIPBUILDING AND ENGIN- 
EERING (BIENNIAL)— 
London, Olympia, W.14. September 10-26. Apply 
to F. W. Bridges and Sons, Ltd., Grand Buildings, 
Trafalgar Square, W.C. 2. 
Nationa Rapio EXHIBITION— 
London, Olympia, W. 14. 
to Radio Manufacturers’ 


Aldwych, W.C. 2. 


*35rH INTERNATIONAL Grocers’, PROVISION 

ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHIBITION (ANNUAL)— 
London (Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, N.). 
September 19-25. Apply to Trades and Markets 
Exhibitions, Ltd., 11, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 2. 


September 18-26. Apply 
Association, Astor House, 


DEALERS’ AND 





* A display of Home and Empire Foodstuffs will be organised 
by the Department of Overseas Trade on behalf of the Empire 
Marketing Board at this Exhibition. 








EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued 


7TH INTERNATIONAL INVENTIONS AND GENERAL TRADES EXHIBI- 
TION— 
London (Central Hall, Westminster, S.W. 1). Septem- 
ber 30-October 10. Apply to Secretary, Institute of 
Patentees (Inc.), 39, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 


OVERSEAS 


4TH CENTENNIAL INTERNATIONAL Farr OF THE CiTY OF PUEBLA— 
Puebla, Mexico. April 21-June 1. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF CHILD WELFARE, BUCHAREST— 
April 23-May 23. Apply to Roumanian Legation, 
4, Commerce Place, South Kensington, London, S.W. 7. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF BooKks— 

Paris (Petit Palais), May. Organised by Association 
Nationale du Livre d’Art, Paris. 

BELGIAN ConGo INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 

Elisabethville. May-June. Apply to Comité Belge de 
Propagande L’Office Coloniale, 15, rue de Augustine, 
Brussels. 

INTERNATIONAL HYGIENE EXHIBITION, DresDEN— 
May-September. Apply to the Administration, Lemne- 
strasse, 3, Dresden, A. 1. 

Paris INTERNATIONAL COLONIAL EXHIBITION— 

May 6-October. Apply to Office of French Commercial 
Attaché, 11, Waterloo Place, London, 8.W. 1. 

23RD Paris COMMERCIAL Farr— 

May 9-25. Apply to Federation of British Industries, 
21, Tothill Street, London, S.W. 1 (Official representa- 
tives in Great Britain). 

INTERNATIONAL TOWN PLANNING, 

EXHIBITIONS— 
Berlin, May 9-August 9. Apply to Deutsche Bau 
Ausstellung, Ausstellungsamt der Stadt, Berlin. 

lltH INTERNATIONAL SAMPLES Fair, LJUBLJANA— 

May 13-June 8. Apply to Royal Yugoslav Legation, 195, 
Queen’s Gate, London, S.W. 7. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF SPORT, CAMPING AND TOURISME— 
Brussels, May 14-25. Apply to Exposition Internationale 
des Sports du Camping et du Tourisme, Rue Meyer- 
beer 55, Brussels. 

INTERNATIONAL AERO EXHIBITION, STOCKHOLM— 
May 15-31. Apply to Internationella 
stallingen, Stockholm. 

Motor, Salting AND Row1nG Boats EXxHIBITION— 
Helsingfors, May 16-23. Apply to Finlands Massa, 
Centralgatan, 4, Helsingfors, Finland. 

Krec Harsour SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT EXHIBITION— 

May 16-31. Apply to Ausstellungs-Gesellschaft m.b.H., 
69, Holtenauer-Strasse, Kiel. 

La RéoL_e AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION— 

May 23-24. Apply to Le Commissaire-General, Journees 
Fruitieres, Hotel de Ville, La Réole, Gironde, France. 
INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION, PRaGue— 
May 30-June 7. Apply to Zemedelska Jednota Cesko- 
slovenske Republiky, Florenz 7, Prague II. 

137TH INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Fair, PaDua— 
June. Apply to Fiera di Padova, Padua, Italy. 


BUILDING AND HOUSING 


Luftfartsut- 


‘TECHNOPROMIMPORT EXHIBITION— 
Moscow, June. Apply to ‘‘ Arcos,”’ Ltd., 
Aldwych, London, W.C. 2. 

277H GERMAN INTERNATIONAL ITINERANT AGRICULTURAL EXHIBI- 

TION— 

Hanover, June 2-7. Apply to Deutsche Landwirtschafts 
Gesellschaft, 14, Dessauerstrasse, Berlin, S.W. 11. 

15TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF AGRICULTURE, PRAGUE— 
June 5-8. Apply to Dlazdena Ul. C.2, Prague II. 


COLONIAL AND INTERNATIONAL Farr, BORDEAUX— 
June 14-29. Apply to Comité d’Organisation de la 
Foire de Bordeaux, Place de la Bourse, Bordeaux. 
2np AMERICAN Fair, ATLANTIC Crry, NEw JERSEY— 
June 16-August 26. 
INTERNATIONAL WatcH, CLOCK AND JEWELLERY EXHIBITION, 
F RANKFORT-ON-MAIN— 
June 20-28. Apply to Die Austellungsleitung, Uhr 
und Schmuck, Internationale Fachausstellung, Haus 
Offenbach, Platz der Republick 47, Frankfort-a-Main. 
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION, BoRDEAUX— 
June 21-29. Apply to Comité d’Organisation de la 
Foire de Bordeaux, Place de la Bourse, Bordeaux. 
INTERNATIONAL DatrRy EXHIBITION, COPENHAGEN— 
July 14-19. In conjunction with the International Dairy 
Congress at Copenhagen, July 14-17. Apply to Mejer'- 
Udstillingen, Bulowsvej 13, Copenhagen V. 
AGRICULTURAL AND TRADE EXHIBITION, Kuata LumpuR— 
July 31-August 3. Apply to the President, Malayan 
Agri-Horticultura] Association, P.O. Box 179, Kuala 
Lumpur, Selangor, Federated Malay States. 


3ush House, 
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GRAMOPHONE SHOW AND ErcHTa WfgHRELESS EXHIBITION, : a 
neti a, Royalties Welfare 
BERLIN ~ areenigge di " 
August 21-30. Apply to Austellungs, Messe und Frem- — pie eee Total Cred; 
denverkehrsamt der Stadt Berlin, Ausstellungshallen | <a f roans 
am Kaiserdamm, Berlin- Charlottenburg 9, Berlin. eceipts Irom 
Royalties Welfare Levy 
53RD CANADIAN NaTIONAL EXHIBITION— 
Toronto, August 28-September 12. Special Representa- : 
tive, H. G. Ward, Esq., British Columbia House, iii 2 8. d. ; £  *« 
3, Regent Street, London, S.W. 1. 1920-25 eee —_ 9,859,469 0 5 
aii Relea il 1926 196,000 0 0) 
4EIPZIG UTUMN fAIR— 1927 161,000 0 Oo 
oa 30-September 3. Apply to Leipzig Fair Office, 1928 ... ea 206,000 0 0 5,463,406 11 ] 
, Gower Street, London, W.C. 1. 1929... ~ 217,000 0 
LEIPZIG BUILDING, HOUSEHOLD AND INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENTS 1930 195,000 0 Oj 
Fain— mares ances ~— 
August 30-September 3. Apply to Leipzig Fair Office, 975,000 0 0 11,318,875 ll 6 
1, Gower Street, London, W.C. 1. 
EXPOSITION INTERNATIONALE D’ AERO, AuTO, Rap1Io ELECTRICITE— District Funps 
Bucharest (Park Carol), August 30-September 27. pita Pav 
Apply to M. Stefan Tatarescu, Le Commissaire-General — Total 0 _ _" 
de la Premiere Exposition Internationale d’Aero, Auto, —_ Credits t tad Rag 
tadio Electricite, Palais des Postes, Bucharest. iia ss > 
INTERNATIONAL OFFICE EXHIBITION, BERLIN— 
September 4-13. (a) Output Levy— ft L t 
—— 1. Fife and Clackmannan... | 256,595 | 228,518 | 223,367 
iia tira ere 2. The Lothians 132,192 | 100,360 | 89,180 
Bari, September 6-21. Apply to Ente Autonomo, Fiera * Tanarkshire 564,804 509,576 440.816 
del Levante, Bari. 4. Ayrshire.. 136,899 | 114,389 | 114,389 
Ist INZERNATIONAL EXHIBITION or CoLoNIAL ARTS AND CRAFTS, 5. Northumberland 409,040 | 280,956 | 274,503 
Rome— 6. Durham 1,111,869 | 973,750 941,315 
October-December. Apply to Prima-Mostra, Inter- 7. Cumberland eno o8, 18s 31,304 
nationale d’ Art- Chuluailala, Via del Tritone 87, Rome. 8. Lancashire and Cheshire 580,628 | 419,925 | 419,485 
> tenes 9, North Wales 100,974 93,980 8Y. 880 
Paris INTERNATIONAL Motor SHow— 10. South Yorkshire 980,865 | 989,352 | 939,518 
Grand Palais, October 1-11. Apply to Chambre 11. West Yorkshire 457,300 | 415,056 | 353,199 
Syndicale des Constructeurs d’Automobiles, 59, Avenue 12. Nottinghamshire 419,970 | 382,435 | 371,456 
Hoche, Paris. 13. Derbyshire - 445.337 386,901 368,766 
6TH West GERMAN Hore. EXuHIBITION— 14. South Derbyshire 61,234 56,406 56,267 
Cologne, October 3-11. Apply to Messe-Amt.. Cologne 15. North Staffordshire 186,081 | 142,469 | 111,284 
“ti silat aa 16. Cannock Chase ... 174,237 | 165,609 | 155,509 
F 17. South Staffordshire and 
8TH GUAYAQUIL INTERNATIONAL ‘SAMPLE Farr— Worcestershire 50.570 21,995 20,625 
October 3-14. Enquiries should be addressed to 18. Leicestershire 77,120 62,434 58,316 
0.C.R.E. VIIIth Feria Internacionel de Muestras, 19. Warwickshire 160,468 152,012 137,786 
Guayaquil, Ecuador. 20. Shropshire 25,034 20,464 19,246 
2nD NATIONAL SPANISH CONGRESS AND EXHIBITION OF MANUFAC- 21. Forest of Dean... 39,192 33,3889 2,032 
TURERS OF PAINTS AND ALLIED PRopucts— 22. Somerset 29,006 24,256 23,429 
Barcelona, October 19-25. Apply to the President, “4 mga salina aaa: Lotte 4882 an 
Executive Committee, Paint Congress Offices, Barcelona. “4. South Wales and Mon-; i: “ome 
- - ” ; . mouthshire eee eee 1,380,372 1,349,515 t 306,275 
6TH INTERNATIONAL Motor Boat SHow, Paris— 95. Kent 18.832 18.315 18.243 
October 29-November 11. Apply to Commissariat- PRS, Ae ae 
General, 6th Salon Nautique International, 21, Avenue Total Districts ... ... 17,868,300 |6,988, 395 6,607,793 
des Champs-Elysees, Paris 8c. General (Less Pithead 
INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SHOow, Paris— eral —Pithead Tat ts ciivetdh idaneanedl nies: 
Gr: Palaic 7 a reneral — Pithea atyns | 
rand Palais, November 28-December 6. Apply to Contsihations... . | 331,248 ere . 


Chambre Syndicale des Constructeurs d’Automobile, 


59, Avenue Hoche, Paris. 





Note.—The foregoing list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones and those likely to be 
of interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file, and may be obtained on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Exhibitions and Fairs Division), 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1. 





aa 
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Government Notices 





MINERS’ WELFARE FUND 
STATEMENT FOR APRIL 


The following is a statement by the Mines Department of 
the Output Levy and Royalty Welfare Levy Accounts and 
the position of District Funds as at April 30:— 





Output Levy Account 








Years 
? Cy] ~ £, 
—— — ‘rom Interest Total 
Contributions 
£ s. ad - aa 4 £ mh 
1920-25 | 5,424,762 19 7 430,706 O 10 | 5,855,469 O 5 
1926 ... 924,013 10 O) 
1927 ... | 1,011,603 0 3 
1928 ... 966,890 17 2 343,365 1 2 | 4,374,092 15 4 
1929 ... | 1,056,135 17 7} 
1930 ... 472,084 9 2} 
9,455,490 13. 9 774,071 2 O 110,229,561 15 9 

















1927-31 343,365 --- ~ 


10,229,56218,443,993 {7,906,002 


Interest, 


-_———— 


Total 





Less Contributions and Interest 
appropriated by the Miners’ 
Welfare Committee to Pit- 
head Baths ... 








674,613 | = — _ 





9.554.949 18,443,993 17,906,002 


| ieee wives) meee yi 


Net Total... 


(6) Royalties Welfare Levy | 
Receipts appropriated to Pit- | 
head Baths under Section 
17 (2) of the Mining Indus- | | 
try Act, 1926 - . | 975,000 | 
Add Intere. st on Royaltie 3 Wel- | 
fare Levy Investments | 
Contributions and Interest as 
above... 





} 
114,314 | $1,422,691 


674,613 











1.763, U2 27 h, 422,691 782,781 





Tota! 


| : ' 
Total ooo (LI 8,688,783 


Grand 318,876 9.866. 684 





unconfirmed allocations for 
1931, amounted to 





These 
mining education, 


£133,520 18s. Ild. 


include 


April 30, 


figures do not 
which, at 


RESERVOIRS (SAFETY PROVISIONS) ACT, 1930 
PANELS OF QUALIFIED CIVIL ENGINEERS 


A second supplementary list of engineers appointed to 
each of the two panels of Qualified Civil Engineers consti- 
tuted for the purposes of the above Act is due to appeat 
in the London and Edinburgh ‘‘ Gazettes’ for Friday, 
May 22. 

Previous lists were Gazetted on February 6 and March lv. 

May 20, 1931. Homer Orrice, 

Whitehall. 


May : 


————_O7"™ 


The Ring 
The Cha 
Time. 
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Episod 

kj Y) sod 
The Se 

Khaps 
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V—_ 
———___ GOVERNMENT NOTICES—Continued 
Credits CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS ACT, 1927 
FILMS REGISTERED IN THE WEEK ENDED MAY 19, 1931 
spent | 
8. d aa | 
9 {) 5 adiet - - : P , ’ is re . . 
’ Title of Film Registered in the name of Maker’s name Length Registered Date * 
| ; (feet) No. Registration 
6 ll | — 
BRITISH 
oll 6 The Ringer ‘a ... | Ideal Films, Ltd. — . | Gainsborough Pictures (1928), 6,738 Br. 5826 May 14 
LL , ‘ we — a we ‘ e Ltd. - . . s* _-sF . 
The Chance of a Night | W. and F. Film Service, Ltd.... | British and Dominions Film 6,700 Br. 5849 May 16 
——_—_. Time. Corp., Ltd. 
Pay. Down River sie ... | Gaumont Co., Ltd. - | Gaumont Co., Ltd. aa — 6,610 Br. 5850 May 16 
ments 
to Date Let’s Love and Laugh ... | Wardour Films, Ltd. ... ... | British International Pictures, 7,640 Br. 5857 May 19 
vince Ltd. 
£ 
223,367 FOREIGN 
39,180 
440,816 Humanettes, No. 9 shi Ladio Pictures, Ltd. ... ... | Frank Newman — eet 935 I, 5818 May 13 
114,389 Hot Bridge sited was tadio Pictures, Ltd. ... sce | Seem COE. ove wand sua 1,670 Fr. 5819 May 13 
274,503 Mickey’s Big Moment ... tadio Pictures, Ltd. ... ..» | Larry Darmour... _ ein 1,914 KF, 5820 May 13 
941,315 Off to Peoria ao jae tadio Pictures, Ltd. ... iad R.K.O. Corp. ... _ = 1,430 KF. 5821 May 13 
37,334 # The Itching Hour ... | Radio Pictures, Ltd. ... ... | Larry Darmour... ve ae F. 5822 May 13 
419,485 | 
39,880) Finger Prints (serial) :-— 
939,518 Episode 8 bin _ Universal Pictures, Ltd. ... | Universal Pictures Corp. on 1,251 | F. 5823 May 13 
353,199 Episode 9 -_ ~e Ditto cee | Ditto .. | 41,435 $| F. 5824 May 13 
371,456 Episode 10 on = Ditto mae 7 Ditto ..- | 1,884 | KF. 5825 May 13 
368,766 | | | 
96,267 The Second Hungarian | Wardour Films, Ltd. ... ... | Universum Film, A.G.... eo | 910 | EF. 5827 May 14 
111,284 Rhapsody | | 
155,509 Gun Smoke sie ... | Paramount Film Service, Ltd. Paramount Publix Corp. | 98,700 | K. 5828 May 14 
| | 
20,625 Stateroom 19 sg ... | Paramount Film Service, Ltd. Paramount Publix Corp. a 934 | FF. 5829 May 14 
58316 
137,786 The Happiness Remedy... | Paramount Film Service, Ltd. Paramount Publix Corp. ere | dod | F. 5830 May 14 
19,246 | | 
J2,002 Twos Company ... ... | Paramount Film Service, Ltd. Paramount Publix Corp. 951 | FF. 5831 May 14 
23,429 | 
0,272 The Pest of Honour ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Ltd. ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. ... | 649 | F. 5832 May 14 
| | Pé 
306,275 Africa Shrieks _... ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Ltd. ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. ... 659 | KF. 5833 May 14 
18,243 | | | | 
~ Exeuse the Pardon ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Ltd. ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. ... | 962 | IF. 5834 May 14 
07,793 
The Painter was ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Ltd. ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. ... | 731 Fk. 5835 May 14 
98,209 
Purely an Accident ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Ltd. ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. ... | 938 I’, 5836 May 14 
- ae | ; , _ oe 
- Che Ship’s Concert ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Ltd. ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. ... 604 IF, 5837 May 14 
06,002 Alpine Echoes _... ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Ltd. ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. ... | 739 I’. 5838 May 14 
| + 
Squaring the Triangle ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Ltd. ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. ... | 619 I. 5839 May I4 
Home Made ae coe | Warner Bros. Pictures, Ltd. ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. ... | 668 | F. 5840 May 14 
- i 
-_ For Two Cents | Warner Bros. Pictures, Ltd. ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. ... | 875 I. 5841 May 14 
06,002 | 
_ Barefoot Days... ... | Warner Bros. Pictures, Ltd. ....| Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. ... | 732 | EF’. 5842 May 14 
All Gummed Up ... »- | P.D.C. Limited ... _ ... | R.K.O. Pathé Export Corp. ... | 1,832 | F. 5843 | May 15 
rhe Gossipy Plumber P.D.C. Limited ... - ... | R.K.O. Pathé Export Corp. ... 1562 | F. 5844 | May lo 
~ ’ 7 nae . | , | ‘ 
lhree Wise Clucks | P.D.C. Limited ... ves ... | R.K.O. Pathé Export Corp. ... | 1,706 | F. 5845 | May 15 
4 feed | | | 
Not So Loud set eee P.D.C, Limited ... -e ... | R.K.O. Pathe Export Corp. ... | 1,779 | FE, 5846 May lo 
; 
_ The Blue Monkey ... | Butcher's Film Service, Ltd. ... | Société Gaumont Franco Film | §,216* | I’. 5847 May 15 
)? 781 : | Aubert. ; | 
es ‘ix Cylinder Love sis Fox Film Co., Ltd. | ox Film Corp., Inc. ... sisal 6,507 | F, 5848 May 15 
8,783 | 
Crazy House nial ays Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures, | Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer wae i 1,422 | KF, 5851 | May 16 
ae Ltd. 
ns for —_ — 
ad - lhe Big Dog House ... | Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures, | Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer diiea.o 3 1,408 | KF, 5852 | May 16 
er¢ * ‘ » ‘ 
Ltd. 
Les Amours de Minuit ... | Wardour Films, Ltd. ... ... | Establissements Braunberger | 9,000 | I’, 5853 May 16 
| Richebe. | | 
1930 deed tes he ... | Universal Pictures, Ltd. yan | Universal Pictures Corp. | 9,020 | FF. 5854 May 18 
; ee ; a we 
ERS Drums of Jeopardy ... | Gaumont Co., Ltd. | liffany Productions, Inc. ove 6,105 | I, 5895 May 18 
. ry ‘ = - “ 9 _ = ° . ~ ~ = , ~oO-~r , 
ed to fhe Challenge Poe ae First National Pathe, Ltd. ... | First National Pictures, Inc. ... | 5,955 | KF, 5856 May 18 
onstl- | 
ypear The Lawless Woman ... | Butcher's Film Service, Ltd. ... | George Batcheller, Inc. sate 5.385 | IF, 5858 May 19 
Pt . 
“jday, oe a. 
» 13 * Silent. 
*T) vw. ne . e ° . . ° . . 
(Films, the titles of which appear in italics, are parts of a serial.) 
all. *.* The length of the film entitled ‘* Doctor’s Wives ” (F. 5642), registration of which was notified in the * B.T.J.”° of April 23, 1931 
has been altered to 7,133 feet. 
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PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 
1907 TO 1928 


LICENCES OF RIGHT 


Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions 
of Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned Patents were 
endorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right’’ on the dates specified 
below :— 











" 
No. of Grantee Title 
Patent 
May 7, 1931 

283,484 ‘* Improvements in and relating 

to apparatus for applying 
Koerner, E mouthpiece strips or the like 
to paper for cigarettes.” 

284,512 ‘‘Improvements in apparatus 
for loosening cut tobacco.”’ 

May 12, 1931 
239,445 ‘* Improvements relating to the 
a working of two-cylinder four- 
* ser~qenaanenataay otyy stroke cycle gas engines. 
244,964 alg te es Na “Improvements relating to 
: scavenging pumps of gas 
engines.’’ 

268,099 ‘Improvements in securing 
rails in high-speed suspension 
mono-railways.”’ 

287,051 | > Kruckenberg, F. ‘‘Improved method and ap- 
paratus for damping noises.” 

287,174 ‘« Improvements in and relating 

to coverings for vehicles.”’ 

273,212 ‘** Rail-bearer structure for high- 

peed suspended railways.” 

289,857 Kruckenberg, F., ‘‘ Improvements in supporting 





arrangements for the running 
rails of high-speed suspension 
railways.” 

‘“ Improvements in ventilators 
for stables and the like.”’ 


and another. 


278,638 | Hessen - Nassauische- 
Handels - Genossen- 
schaft E. Ges. and 
another. 

286,219 Descombes, L. {| ‘ Rotatable piston pump.” 

293,025 Jacot-. { ** Rotary piston pump.” 

286,465 | Grondahl, J. K. ‘* Improvements in or relating 
to electrical signalling ap- 
paratus.” 

‘“ Instrument for ruling guide 
lines for facilitating writing or 
printing.” 

‘‘ Improvements in sharpening 
apparatus for rotary cutters.”’ 

‘* Improvements in or relating 
to dental dams and dam 
clamps.” 

‘“Improvements in or con- 
nected with pneumatic oleo 
buffer struts.” 


291,602 | Castan, K. ... 


292,635 | Podmore, A. 


296,425 | Halier, L. 


297,202 | Blackburn Aeroplane 
and Motor Com- 
pany, Ltd., and 
another. 


336,905 | Sherman, H. W. relating to 


9 


‘* Improvements 
cutting devices.’ 











The Patent Office. W. S. JARRATT, 


( ‘omptroller-Gen eral, 


ee 


Announcements 
[Continued from page 666. | 





GALLANTRY AT SEA 
THE KING’S RECOGNITION 


His Majesty the King has been pleased, upon the 
recommendation of the President of the Board of Trade, 
to award the Silver Medal for Gallantry in Saving Life 
at Sea to Mr. Robert McGregor Forth, formerly second 
engineer, and the Bronze Medal for Gallantry in Saving 
Life at Sea to Mr. George Simpson Strathey Meikle, 
boatswain, of the s.s. ‘‘ Lumina,”’ of Liverpool. 

In the case of Mr. Forth the award is posthumous. 

On January 30 the ‘‘ Lumina ’”’ was in the North Atlantic 
Ocean when it was discovered that the plates in the pump 
room were awash with benzine. 

Mr. Forth went down to the lower grating of the pump 
room and reported that the gas in the compartment was 





ANNOUNCEMENTS—Continued 


strong. The chief engineer then put on a gas helmet, de. 
scended into the port side of the pump room and opened up 
the valves to allow the benzine to be cleared. He returned 
to the top deck and, after a rest, was lowered down the star. 
board side of the pump room, a “‘ boatswain’s chair ”’ being 
used for the purpose, as there were no ladders on that side. 


The chief engineer was seen to open up certain valves on 
the starboard side when the air pipe connected with the gas 
helmet as well as the safety line became fastened round one 
of the pipes in the pump room. Although advised against 
such a course, Mr. Forth immediately rushed down the 
ladders on the port side to the assistance of his chief and, 
having apparently freed the air pipe and the life line, called 
for the chief engineer to be pulled up on deck. When about 
ten feet from the bottom of the pump room the chief 
engineer grasped a pipe, pulling himself out of the ‘“ boat. 
swain’s chair,”’ and fell to the bottom of the compartment. 


By this time Mr. Forth was seen to reach the upper plat. 
form of the pump room, when, either through slipping or 
having been rendered semi-conscious by the power of the 
gas, he fell to the bottom. 


The ‘‘ boatswain’s chair ” had been pulled up on deck and 
Mr. Meikle, the boatswain, with a sweat-rag round his 
mouth, was secured to the ‘‘chair’”’ and lowered to the 
assistance of the chief engineer. He succeeded in fastening 
a line to the chief engineer, when he himself became un- 
conscious and both were pulled up by members of the crew, 
The body of the second engineer was soon recovered by 
grappling, but it was found that Mr. Forth had been killed 
by the fall. There was a wound at the back of his head and 
his right arm was broken. 


The boatswain recovered, but all efforts to restore the chief 
engineer were unsuccessful. 


a. 
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Openings for British 
Trade 





NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND 
EXPORTERS 


British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘‘Openings for Trade’”’ by applying to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference number 
and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions en 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade EXCEPT WHERE OTHERWISE 
STATED. 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADES 


The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive overseas Intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial, Diplomatic and Consular Services in foreign 
countries and Trade Commissioners and Imperial or other 
Trade Correspondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects 
of commercial interest is received at the Department, where 
it is collated and classified in a form convenient for refer- 
ence, and is available to any British trader upon personal 
or written application to the Department at 35, Old Queen 
Street, Westminster, London, S.W.1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of 4 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the fol- 
lowing: Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; 
Foreign and Colonial contracts open to tender; openings for 
British trade abroad; general conditions prevailing 10 
Overseas markets; demand for particular articles abroad; 
nature and extent of foreign competition, and suggestions 
for meeting it; methods of distribution and marketing; 
credit conditions, terms of payment, etc., abroad; firms at 
home engaged in particular lines of business; Foreign and 
Colonial importers of British goods; firms or individuals 
considered suitable to act as representatives or agents for 
British firms; Foreign and Colonial Tariff and Customs 
Regulations; statistics of Imports or Exports; forms of 
Certificates of Origin; regulations concerning commercial 
travellers; Consular Invoices; shipping and transport, etc. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued 


BRITISH EMPIRE 


UNITED KINGDOM 


APPOINTMENT OF AGENTS ABROAD: SUPPLY OF 
TRADE LITERATURE.—It has come to the notice of the 
Department of Overseas Trade that its Overseas officers are fre- 
quently placed in no inconsiderable difficulty when endeavouring 
at the request of some United Kingdom firm to interest a local 
frm in their productions, owing to the fact that the home firm 
fails to provide a sufficient supply of trade literature. 

it will be realised that when only one set of a firm’s literature 
is supplied on the occasion of a request for the name of a suit- 
able agent that it is not an easy matter to get catalogues, etc., 
turned expeditiously from firms approached, who find that they 
ave no interest in the product put before them, with the result 
ihat other firms who might be interested cannot be properly 
communicated with without considerable delay, if at all. 

It is accordingly suggested that in order to facilitate the 
establishment of connections, such requests should be accom- 
panied by adequate literature, particulars of prices and terms, 
together with details of the basis on which the proposed 
jusiness should be conducted. (Ref. C. 3556.) 


TENDERS INVITED 

WATER FILTRATION PLANT.—The Corporation of the 
County Borough of Halifax are prepared to receive tenders for 
the supply and erection of a water filtration plant at Hollin Hall, 
Hebden Bridge. 

Particulars, conditions and form of tender may be obtained 
from E. P. Brook, Waterworks Engineer, Gibbet Street, Halifax, 
on payment of one guinea, which wil! be refunded on receipt of 
a bona-fide tender. 

Tenders, sealed and endorsed ‘‘ Tenders for Filter—Hebden 
Bridge Supply,’’ to be delivered to my office not later than 
2 noon on Thursday, June 4, 1931. 

The Corporation do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 
or any tender. 

Town Hall, Halifax. 

May 7, 1931. Town Clerk. 


TRINITY HOUSE, LONDON.—TO BUILDERS AND 
CONTRACTORS.—The Corporation of 'Trinity House, London, 
invites tenders for the purchase and removal of the iron trellis- 
vork lighthouse at Tilburyness, River Thames, on the condition 
that the whole of the structure, with the exception of the timber 
piling and concrete capping of the foundations, is to be cleared 
away within three months from the date of acceptance of tender. 

Full particulars can be obtained on application to the Secre- 
tary, Trinity House, Tower Hill, London, E.C. 3, to whom 
tenders are to be returned not later than 10 a.m. on Thursday, 
June 4, 1931, in sealed envelopes marked outside ‘‘ Tender for 
removal of Tilburyness Lighthouse.’’ 

The Corporation of Trinity House do not bind themselves to 
accept the highest or any tender. 


Percy SAUNDERS, 


M. K. SMITH, Secretary. 


CONTRACTS FOR THE SUPPLY OF FLOUR AT 
PRISONS AND BORSTAL INSTITUTIONS IN ENGLAND 
AND WALES.—The Prison Commissioners are prepared to 
receive tenders for the supply of flour to any of His Majesty’s 
Prisons and Borstal Institutions in England and Wales for the 
three months ended September 30, 1931. 

forms of tender, with all necessary particulars, can be 
obtained from the Prison Commission, Hoime Office, Whitehall, 
Lo don. S.W. l. 

Tenders must be delivered at the Prison Commission, not later 
than noon on Tuesday, June 2, 1931. 

Save in exceptional circumstances, no contract can be given to 
a firm not enrolled under the King’s National Scheme for the 
employment of disabled ex-Service men. 


AUSTRALIA 

SILK AND ARTIFICIAL SILK PIECE-GOODS; SHEET- 
INGS, TOWELS AND TOWELLINGS, COTTON TWEEDS. 
—An Australian agent is desirous of securing the representation 
of British firms handling the above lines. (Ref. No. 425.) 


GLASSWARE, CUTLERY AND HARDWARE.—An Aus- 
tralian agent covering the whole Commonwealth desires the 
representation of British manufacturers of the above. (Ref. 
No, 426.) 


BRITISH GUIANA 


WRAPPING PAPER.—A firm of merchants in Georgetown 
desire to obtain the representation in British Guiana of British 
Manufacturers of wrapping paper. (Ref. No. 427.) 


BRITISH INDIA 
TENDERS INVITED 

FIVE LOCOMOTIVE BOILERS, ETC.—The directors of 
the Bengal and North-Western Railway Company, Limited, are 
prepared to receive tenders for the supply of the above, as per 
Specification to be seen at the company’s offices. 

Tenders, addressed to the undersigned, and envelope marked 
“Tender for Locomotive Beilers,’’ with name of firm tendering, 
to be lodged not later than noon on June 9, 1931. 

For each specification a fee of 10s. will be charged, which 
cannot, under any circumstances, be returned. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued 


The directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 
By Order of the Board, 
W. R. IZAT, Managing Director. 
237, Gresham House, Old Broad Street, 
London, E.C. 2, May 18, 1931. 
135 TONS STEEL FISHBOLTS AND NUTS.—The Agent, 
Eastern Bengal Railway, Calcutta, invites tenders for :— 
135 tons steel fishbolts and nuts. 


Forms of tender obtainable from the Director-General, India 
Store Department, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, London, 8.E. 1., 
at a fee (which will not be returned) of 5s, 

Tenders must provide for delivery of the stores c.i.f. Calcutta 
and for payment in India in rupees. Any tender which does not 
comply with this condition cannot be considered. 

Tenders must be sent direct to the Agent, Eastern Bengal 
Railway, Calcutta, to reach him not later than June 30, 1931. 

WAGONS, METRE GAUGE.—The Consulting Engineers to 
the Mysore Railways (Messrs. Rendel, Palmer and Tritton, 
55, Broadway, Westminster, S.W. 1), invite tenders for twenty 
four-wheeled covered and two four-wheeled oil tank wagons. 

Specifications and tender forms may be obtained from their 
office on payment of 15s. (which will not be returned). 

Tenders must be submitted not later than Friday, June 26, 
1931. 

RAILWAY FITTINGS, ETC.—The Directors of the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway Company, Limited, are prepared to receive 
tenders for :— 

(a) Wrought-iron, steel and other fittings for carriages. 

(b) Gunmetal, brass, door locks, india-rubber and other fit- 
tings for carriages. 

(c) Lavatory fittings for carriages. 

(d) Charcoal finish panel plates. 

Specifications and forms of tender can be obtained at the 
Company’s Offices, 132, Gresham House, Old Broad Street, 
London, E.C. 2, on or after Thursday, May 21, 1981. 

A fee of 10s. will be charged for each copy of the specification, 
which is not returnable. 

Tenders must be submitted not later than noon on Friday, 
June 12, 193]. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 
or any tender, and reserve to themselves the right of reducing 
or dividing the order. 

By Order of the Board, 
R. Grant, Secretary. 
EXTENSION OF TIME FOR TENDERS. 

PETROL-DRIVEN RAIL MOTOR.—With reference to the 
notice in the ‘‘ B.T.J.’’ of May 14 (page 652) (Ref. G. 10380), 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at Calcutta reports that he has now 
been informed by the agent of the North-Western Railway that 
the date for receiving tenders for the above has been extended 
from June 8 to June 29, 1931. (Ref. G. 10427.) 


CANADA 

SEWAGE EQUIPMENT.—The Officer-in-Charge of H.M. 
Trade Commissioner’s Office at Winnipeg reports that the 
Regina City Engineer’s Department is likely to be in the 
market for the supply of two sludge digestors, two gas burners 
for burning gas from sludge digestors, and one clarifier 
unit for removing sludge from sewage settling tank. Firms 
desirous of offering plant of British manufacture can obtain 
further particulars upon application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. 
A.X. 10920.) 

BUILDING SUPPLIES.—A firm established in Toronto, 
engaged in the manufacture of overhead doors, is prepared to 
undertake the representation of British manufacturers of build- 
ing supplies for the whole of Canada, The agency basis would 
be open to discussion, and the applicants would, if necessary, 
consider a line for which part manufacture is required in 
Canada. (Ref. No. 428.) 

OINTMENT MILLS, DRUG MILLS, PASTE MIXERS, 
POWDER MIXERS, POWDER SIFTERS, AUTOMATIC 
WEIGHING MACHINES, CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS, 
HOMOGENIZERS.—A firm established at Toronto as manu- 
facturers of automatic machinery and machinery agents are pre- 
pared to undertake the representation of British firms in the 
above-named lines. The agency would be either on a commission 
or consignment basis for the whole of Canada. (Ref. No. 429.) 


HARDWARE AND DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES.—A manu- 
facturers’ agent established at Toronto is prepared to under- 
take the representation of British manufacturers of the above. 
The agency would be confined to the Province of Ontario at first 
and the agent would work mainly on a commission basis, though, 
if necessary, he would consider consignment business. (Ref. 
No. 430.) 

GROUP REPRESENTATION SCHEME.—A United King- 
dom firm of export merchants and buying agents are proposing 
to send their managing director to Canada shortly for the pur- 
pose of considering the market possibilities for the sale of 
British goods, such as hardware, fancy goods, metals, groceries, 
boots and shoes, etc. He will investigate on the spot the 
feasibility of establishing a joint selling organisation and show- 
rooms for a group of manufacturers of non-competitive products. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued 


The firm are desirous of getting into touch with United King- 
dom manufacturers prepared to share the expense of the trip, 
which it is estimated would be comparatively light. (Ref. No. 
431.) 

TENDERS INVITED 

GATE AND CHECK VALVES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner 
at Toronto reports that the City of Toronto, Department of 
Works, is calling for tenders, to be presented in Toronto by 
June 2, 1931, for the supply of gate and check valves. Firms 
desirous of offering valves of British manufacture can obtain 
further particulars of this call for tenders upon application to 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. (Ref. G.X. 10411.) 


JAMAICA 


ENGLISH BARRELLED BEEF.—A firm of manufacturers’ 
representatives in Kingston desire to obtain the representation 
of a British exporter of the above. (Ref. No. 432.) 


NEW ZEALAND 
PROPRIETARY LINES AND DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES. 


—A new Zealand firm of manufacturers of patent medicines 
desire to secure the agency of British manufacturers of the 
above. (Ref. No. 433.) 
ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
NEW ZEALAND, 415, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 2. 
BEEKEEPERS’ SUPPLIES.—Direct agency for British 
manufacturers desired by New Zealand organisation for all bee 
goods, except hives and frames, and for honey cartons, For 
further information apply P.D.S.1, High Commissioner for 
New Zealand, 415, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 


PALESTINE (HAIFA) 4 

TEA, COFFEE, CACAO, DRIED AND FRESH FRUITS. 
—A firm of commission agents is desirous of getting into touch 
with exporters of the above. (Ref. No. 434.) 


SOUTH AFRICA 

SILK CREPE AND ARTIFICIAL SILK CREPE.—A well- 
established manufacturers’ agent at Durban and Johannesburg, 
with excellently equipped sample showrooms, desires to repre- 
sent on a commission basis British manufacturers of the above. 
(Ref. No. 435.) 

CHEAP TO MEDIUM-GRADE TOOTH BRUSHES AND 
NAIL BRUSHES.—A manufacturers’ agent in Cape Town, 
who is reported to have a first-class connection in South Africa, 
desires to secure the agency of a British manufacturer of the 
above. (Ref. No. 436.) 


MEN’S AND BOYS’ WEAR, EXCLUDING SUITS AND 
OVERCOATS, WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS, ETC.—A manu- 
facturers’ agent, with offices in Cape Town and Johannesburg, 
is anxious to secure agencies for the above. (Ref. No. 437.) 

WORSTED PIECE-GOODS.—A firm of manufacturers’ 
agents in Cape Town, with a branch office and sample room in 
Johannesburg, desire to obtain an agency for the cheapest 
classes of worsted piece-goods. (Ref. No. 438.) 


. Pe 


TENDERS INVITED 


CHAINS.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa 
reports that the South African Railways and Harbours are call- 
ing for tenders, to be presented in Johannesburg by June 29, 
1931, for the supply of wrought iron, short link chain in various 
sizes ranging from ,; in. to 1/4 in. diameter, also stud link 
cable chain, 34 in. diameter. Firms desirous of offering chain 
of British manufacture can obtain further particulars of this 
call for tenders upon application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. G.X. 
10410.) 


TRAVERSERS AND TRAILERS FOR PRE-COOLING 
STORE, TABLE BAY HARBOUR, SOUTH AFRICAN 
RAILWAYS AND HARBOURS.—H.M. Senior Trade Com- 
missioner in South Africa reports that the South African Rail- 
ways and Harbours are calling for tenders, to be presented in 
Johannesburg by June 29, 1931, for the supply of two electric- 
ally-driven traversers with motor and starter and eight trailers 
suitable for use with the traversers. 

Firms desirous of offering traversers and trailers of British 
manufacture can obtain further particulars of this call for 
tenders upon application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Ref. G.X. 10416.) 


SEWERAGE PUMPING EQUIPMENT AT NEW WORK- 
SHOPS, BLOEMFONTEIN.—H.M. Senior Trade Commis- 
missioner in South Africa reports that the South African Rail- 
ways and Harbours Administration is calling for tenders, to be 
presented in Johannesburg by June 22, for the supply and 
delivery of two centrifugal pumps, electric motors and acces- 
sories for pumping sewerage at the New Workshops, Bloem- 
fontein. 

Among the plant required are the following :— 

Two centrifugal pumps with a capacity of 100 gallons per 
00 ge of unscreened sewage against a total head of 40 
eet. 

Two drip-proof squirrel-cage induction motors working on 
a 3-phase 200-volt 50-cycle current. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued 


Firms desirous of offering material of British manufacture ¢ay 
obtain further particulars of this call for tenders upon applica. 
tion to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Uld Queg 
Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. G.X. 10415.) 


ENGINE AND TENDER, CARRIAGE AND WAGON, 
STEEL TYRES—SOUTH AFRICAN RAJULWAYS AND 
HARBOURS.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Sonth 
Africa reports that the South African Railways and Earbous 
are calling for tenders, to be presented in Johannesburg by 
June 29, 1931, for the supply of steel tyres for engines, tenders, 
carriages and wagons. Firms desirous of offering tyres oj 
British manufacture can obtain further particulars of this cal] 
for tenders upon application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Ref. G.X, 
10417.) 


BICYCLES.-—-The High Commissioner for the Union 6 
South Africa in London reports that the Union Tender Board ig 
calling for tenders, to be presented in Pretoria by July 10, 193], 
for the supply of 100 bicycles, complete with lamps, tool bags and 
locks, but without tyres and tubes. Fir:as desirous of offering 
bicycles of British manufacture can obtain further particulars 
of this call for tenders upon application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Ref, 
G.X. 10413.) 


COPPER ROUND BAR.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in South Africa reports that the South African Railways and 
Harbours are calling for tenders, to be presented in Johannes. 
burg by July 6, 1931, for the supply of 155,380 Ibs. im all of 
copper bar for firebox stays in diameters varying from 4 inch 
to 1,3, inch. Firms desirous of offering copper bar of British 
manufacture can obtain further particulars of this call for tenders 
upon application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Ref. A.X. 10922. 


RUBBER AND CANVAS HOSE.—H.M. Senior Trade Conm- 
missioner in South Africa reports that the South African Rail- 
ways and Harbours Administration is calling for tenders, to be 
presented in Johannesburg by June 29, for the supply of india- 
rubber and canvas hose according to specification. 


Firms desirous of offering material of British manufacture 
can obtain further particulars of this call for tenders upon 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. G.X. 10414.) 


EUROPE 


BELGIUM 
HIGH-CLASS FUR SKINS (ASTRAKHAN, ERMINE, 


ETC.).—A wholesale merchant of French nationality, estab- 
lished at Brussels, is desirous of obtaining the representation of 
a British firm for the above-mentioned goods. (Ref. No. 439.} 


FINLAND 


LEATHERS, BOX CALF, MAST BOX, BLACK AND 
COLOURED KID AND ROLLED SPLITS.—A well-established 
firm of agents in Helsingfors desires to obtain the representation 
of British tanners of the above. (Ref. No. 440.) 


FRANCE 

FURNITURE AND FURNISHING FABRICS.—An agent 
established in Paris is desirous of securing the representation of 
British manufacturers of the above. (Ref. No. 441.) 


MOTOR CAR, ELECTRICAL AND WIRELESS ACCES- 
SORIES, GARAGE AND WORKS EQUIPMENT, SPORTS 
GOODS AND TRAVELLING REQUISITES.—An agent 
established at Pontcharra (Isere) is desirous of securing the 
representation of British exporters of the above. (Ref. 
No. 442.) 


EGYPTIAN COTTON YARNS (FINE COUNTS).—An 
agent, established in Paris, is desirous of securing the repre 
sentation of British firms for the above on a commission basis. 


(Ref. No. 443.) 


GERMANY 


OILSEEDS, MINERALS, SCRAP METALS, DRIED 
FRUITS, ETC.—A firm in Hamburg desire to obtain the repre- 
sentation of British shippers and exporters of the above pro- 
ducts. They are prepared to finance consignments if this 18 
necessary. (Ref. No. 444.) 


HOLLAND 


VELVET AND PRINTED CRETONNE FOR UP- 
HOLSTERY.—A firm at Hilversum is desirous of obtaining the 
representation of British manufacturers of the above. (Ref. No. 
445.) 


SOAPS, LOTIONS, LAVENDER WATERS, ETC.—A firm 
at The Hague is desirous of obtaining the representation 01 
British manufacturers for the above. (Ref. No. 446.) 


ITALY 


LINEN GOODS, HIGH-CLASS LEATHER AND KID 
GLOVES.—A firm in Milan is desirous of securing the represel- 
tation of British manufacturers of the above. (Ref. No. 447.) 
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